(Na Mdde’l.).. r
- W C. LAUTNER
' BURIAL GASKET

No. 569,467. Patented May 5 1896

S 358
S — " —— e e =_____1-___________.. _
_B’ W _Z) I 2! ‘o
| A ' 114 A
a7t i
A i 3 L0 & s R RN
e SO T Rk ia gy sl Sepugy sl 4

lllllllll

.‘?!llltrm' | Y ¥, 7/' E’.ryf ’0@
'l

._ W | | lfi‘ilfrffffffff} . tz MM Zgﬁfm
. | Ej? B}' %,w .ﬁa‘ff?mev .

W " Zaj.;fa

. ANDREW.B.GRAKAM, PHOTO-LITHO, WASHINGTON. D.C.




- Unrrep

ATENT ‘ UFKFI CEe |

. OF DETROIT,

=tk n - n=

MICHIGAN.

~ BURIAL-CASKET.

A

SPEGIFICA'I‘ION formlng p&lt of Letters Pa,tent No 559 45’7 da,ted Ma.y 5 1896
| = Apphcatlnn ﬁled Decemher 5, 1895 Serla,l Nn 571 093

(No model )

Tn aJ [ whom Tt ma y conecermn: -
Be it known that I, WILLIAM (, LAU TNER

'_ & cluzen of the Umted States, residing at De-_
| troit, county of Wayne, State of Mlchlfran __
.5 have invented a certain new and useful Irn-'-

i provement in Burial-Caskets; and I declare

~ the following to be a full, clem and exact de-
- seription of the 111vent10n such as will enable
~ others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, 1efelence being
‘had to the accompanying ‘drawin oS, W]nc]r
~form a part of this specification.
. My invention relates to bur 1&1-cashets ; and'
:1t consists of the construction, combination,
and arrangement of devices herein after spe(n-[ |
- fied and eleumed and-illastrated n the .C-
L '-eompanymfr drawmﬂ*s in which— =

~+ Tigurelisaviewin perspe(‘twe of the com- |

= pletef] casket, the base and cover portlons be-
ing united. I‘:w 2 is -a similar view of the
I‘w‘ 38 a detail view of the
base resting upon a smtable support.
iS a cross- sectlon on line 4 4, Fig. 1.
is a detail view showing a f&stenlnn* dewce'
toward the head of the ensket
- additional detail view showing: the mstenlnfr‘

- device at the foot of the casket

10

20

‘ﬁeovel in detail.

~ trates a-modification in the f01:n1 of Shonldels
- for the cover and base.
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. struction hitherto common to dispense as

‘much as possible with the solemnity of the |
accustomed appearance of casketfs, and my |
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~ invention is more pa,ltlenlarly deswned to
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- portion.
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‘meet this public demand.

1 carry out my 1nvent10n as follows o
In the drawings, A represents the base or
bottom portion of a casket, and B the cover

To this end the base is made

edge of the shell.
dles 0 are attached.

To thls shell A’ the han-
The hea,d of the base A

Fig. 4
FlO‘ 51|

Flﬂ 618 an |

Fig. 7 111ns—'

As clearly mdleated in Figs. 1 and
4, the line of separation between the cover
and the base portions of the casket is made
- longitudinally nearly midway between the
upper surface of the cover and the lower sur-
- Tace of the base.
 with a shell A’, extending upward from the |
“bottom AZ the shell Al belnﬂ* provided, pref-
 erably, _Wlth a molding « abont the up

1)

per

-'_1% mlsed as shon n, the shell A’ belno‘ exX-
tended upward toward the head thereof above
‘the upper edge of the main portion or body of
‘the -shell.

shell A'is curved upward, as indicated at «'.

As shown in the drawings, the
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I do not, however, limit myself solely to the

“curve of the shell npwmd 1n the precise form.

indicated, as the upperend of said shell might -
‘be pro] ected upward with any other form of
shoulder, either angular, as indicated in Fig.

7, or the shouldel nmy be of any deqned
8 *'_f01 m.

- This base portion A is upholstered,

-as8 indicated at D, the upper surface of the

upholstering bemﬂ preferably of concaved

form, the base benea,th the upholstering be-

‘ing stuffed with any suitable material, as in-
B dmated at D',

In order to support the head

of the corpse, a pillow E is preferably pro-
‘vided, the pillow being held in place and
'propelly inclosed at the outer sides thereof

| by the llpW-?LIdl} pwgeetnw pnltlon of the
-Shell AL |

"The outer sur f&ce of the shell A’ at the ex-
tremmes thereof, maj5 be of any desn'ed form.
The. npholstel ing, it will be perceived, is lo-

-cated at the nppel edge of the shell A’, giving
to the base portion A of the casket more the
“appearance of a couch when the cover is re-

. | moved than of a
In the public demand for bunal ca,skets'-

- there is a growing tendency and desire for
: modlﬁeatlons n the general form and con-_

casket, the body resting

ther eupon practleally unconﬁned and in fnll—-

length view. In Fig. 3 this base portion is

shown upon a 5111table support ¥, such as
‘would ordinarily be used before bnrlal
it were desired to more effectually conceal the -

It

casket appearance of the base, the handles

‘might be concealed by any suitable drapery,

either secured at the upper edge of the base
portion or to the cover porinon as indicated

1n dotted lines, Fig. 1.

The cover p01t10n B is constructed with a
- shell B', having an inclosing top B~
may be. united to the shell B’ by a suitable

The top

molding, as indicated at b, if desn'ed The

| lower edge of the shell B’ is of an onthne or

form to couesmnd with that of the upper
edge of the shell A’ of the base portion of the
casket, the head portion of the shell B' being
cut away, as indicated at B2, to rest upon the
raised portion of the head of the shell A', I
prefer that the molding ashall extend npwmd
‘---;a;bove Lhe nppe1 edn'e of the shell A’ and at
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the side thereof, so that the lower edge of the

shell B’ when resting upon the upper edge of
the shell A’ will be concea,led the moldmﬂ' Ct

concealing the joint or union of the two shells.

The p01L1011 I3 of the casket is upholstered
also in any desired manner. When the body
1S 1n. place upon the lower portion or base A
of the casket, the upper portion B will be en-
tirely removed and may be placed out of sight
until the burial services are over.

In applying the cover BB to the base A of the
casket I prefer,
curely, that the cover I3 shall be given a lon-
gitudinal movement toward the head of the
base, suitable fastening means for this pur-
pose being g provided. In thedrawingslhave
shown the cover portion I3 provided with
dowel-pins 0’ at the shoulders 0 where the
head of the cover portion is cut away upward
to correspond with the upwardly-projecting

portion of the head of the base A. These

dowel-pins projectinto corresponding orifices
a* in the corresponding shoulder of the base
portion, the dowel-pins entering said orifices
by moving the cover I toward the head of the
base A. At the foot of the casket I have
shown a spring lateh or bolt G to hold the
cover Bupon the base A. 1 do not, however,
limit myself solely to any specific fastening
devices for uniting the cover portion B upon
the base A. It will be seen that by construct-
ing the base A with an upwardly-projecting
portion at the head forming the shoulder '
the shoulder forms a stop for the cover as it
1smoved into place longitudinally of the base.

While I do not limit myself to the construec-
tion of the shells A’ and B’ of the base and
cover, respectively, of any specific vertical
width, the one relative to the other, yet I pre-
fer that the line of separation between them
shall be about midway between their united
vertical breadths, the shell of the base A form-
ing a panel a® below the molding a from the
raised portion at the head of the base to the
foot of the casket of about the same width as
the corresponding panel 0° of the cover por-
tion I3, reaching from the shoulder 6° to the
foot. 'The panel b° of the cover B extends
from the lower edge of the shell up to the
molding 0, while the panel a® of the base ex-

in order to join them se-

tends from the upper edge of the shell A’ down

to the bottom of said shell
While I prefer that the shell of the base

should project upward at the head, as shown,
I believe it to be novel to construct a casket
wherein the meeting edges of the panels a? b°
are intermediate the upper edges of the panel
O° and the lower edges of the panel a°, whether
the shell of the base be raised at the head
thereof or not, and I therefore contemplate
such a construction as coming within the scope
of my invention. e

What I claim as my invention is—

1. In a burial-casket, the combination of a
base constructed with a panel a® projecting
upward at the head thereof, to form a raised
head portion, and forming a shoulder ' at
the upwardly-projecting edge of the panel,
and a removable cover constructed with a
panel {° cut away at the head thereof to cor-
respond with the raised head portion of the
base, and forming a shoulder b? correspond-
ing to the shoulder o’ of the base, and fasten-
ing devices engaged with the cover and base
to secure the cover to the base, said shoulders
forming & stop in moving the cover into place
whereby the fastenings of the cover and base
will be caused to register, substantially as set
forth.

2. A burial-casket consisting of a base pro-
jecting upwardly at the head thereof, a cover
cut away at the head thereof to correspond
with the upwardly-projecting portion of the
base, fastenings toward the head of the casket
longitudinally disposed and located at the in-
cline b* whereby the cover may be moved lon-
gitudinally into place and thereby secure it
firmly to the base, and an additional fasten-
ing at the foot of the casket to unite the cover
and base, the npwardly-projecting portion of
the base fOll’Illllﬂ‘ a shoulder or stop for the
cover in moving the cover into place, sub-
stantially as set f01 th.

In testimony whereof 1 sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM C. LAUTNER.

Witnesses:
N. 5. WRIGHT,
MARY A. MARTIN.
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