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1o aZZ whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FRED W. LECHNER, a

) eltuen of the United States and a resident of

10

rarfield, in the county of L{:L Salle and State
of 111111018, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Gate-Latches; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear,

and exact description 01? the mventlon such
as will enable others skilled in the aJr‘t t0
whichitappertainsto make and use the same,
- reference being bhad to the accompanying

- drawings, and to letters of reference marked
| theleon which form a part of this specifica-

| B]lOWlllﬂ the invention a,pphed
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tion.
- Figure 1 of the drawings is an elevatwn
"Fig. 2 is a

pelspectwe view of latch. Fig. 3 is a pe1--

spective view of latch- lever.

This invention has relatmn £0 celtam new
and useful improvements in gate-latches, the

 object being to provide a mmple cheap, a,nd

_ convenient form of lateh ‘which may be read-
1ly applied to various styles of gates now in
use; and the invention consists in the novel

construction and combination of parts, all as
hereinafter described, and pomted ot in the

~ appended claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
illustr .ELtmn' my invention, the letter A des_ln—

> natesa g;ate which may be of any of the com-

- mon forms, it being mnecessary, should the
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gate not already h:we it, to provide it with a
vertical post B at the forward edge thereof.
C designates thelatch, which is apphed ver-

tically to the gate, the upper portion of the

~ said latch being offset laterally at ¢ and bent

40

50

partially upon Itself to form an angular or
hook portion 6. Thelower extended end por-

tion of the latch is formed with a beveled
strike and catch portion d, and a similar por-
tion d' is formed on the hook 6. The
latch is attached to the gate by means of sta-
ples e, in which it is free to slide vertically,
its upward movement being limited by a stop

f, which is engaged by the offset at ¢ when

thesaid lateh is raised to the proper distance.
The downward movement of the lateh is lim-
ited by reason of the engagement of 1ts bend
or hook b with a horizontally-projecting arm
g of a latch-lever (. Said lever comprises a

small plate having parallel lugs which loosely
~embrace the upper portion of the first picket,
- to which they are pivoted by a switch-pin.

said

1 The horizontaﬂyapl‘ojeeti_ng 4rm g of said le-
ver engages the latch just above the npper

bar of the gate. In the absence of a picketa
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small arm may be attached to the gate-frame

for the purpose of supporting this latch-lever

I H are the strike and catch plates for the

cate and its latch, said plates being secured
Lo the inner face of the latch-post I, as shown

said plates being respectively in pOSItZtOIl for
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engagement with the strike portions d and d'

of the lateh.

The action of the latch in closing is auto-

matie, the beveled strike portions d and d

striking the plates H H, thlowmg the latch

upwar dly and pelmlttmﬂ' it to again fall into
engagement with the said plates.

TO 1*aise the latch the lever G is rocked on
its pivot, the engagement of its arm ¢ with

the said latch raising it to permit it to pass |

the catch-plates.

- It will be observed that the plates H H also

“serve as strike-plates for the gate, the post
BB Dbeing preferably slightly cut away to re-
celve said plates.

~ The latch-lever being on
the npper portion of the first picket of the

gate is just where the hand most naturally
grasps the gate in opening.

The strike and catch pieces d and d' may
be separate pleces
as shown.

Having thus de%ellbed my mventmn, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 18-—
The herein-described o gate-latch, compris-

ing the latch proper applied vertlca,lly to the

forwar d edge portion of the gate and free to
reciprocate vertically for a hmlted distance,

| an angular portion or hook at the upper end |

of smd lateh, beveled strike and cateh por-
tions at the extremities of said latch, a lateh-
lever fulerumed to the upper forward portion
of the gate and having a horizontally-pro-

jectingarmengaging the angular or hook por-

tion of the said 134130115 and strike.—pla,tes in po-

sition to be engaged by the strike and catch
portions of the said latch, substantially as

specified.
In tesumony wher eof I affix my signature

LECHNER.

in - presence of two witnesses.

PRFD W.
Witnesses:
- GEORGE H. PARMELEE,
PrILip C. MASI.

itted onto the latch-lever,
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