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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, EMORY N, SHEWELL,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Shrewsbury, in the county of York and State

of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and wuseful Improvements in a Combined
Hand Stamp Canceler and Register, of which
the following is a speci ication.

My 111?611‘[1011 relates to devices for cancel-
ing postage-stamps by hand, and has for its
object to provide an improved construction
whereby the value of the stamps canceled will
be automatically registered, thereby saving
the time and labor mow employed, particu-
larly 1n small post-offices, in securing a reg-
1ster of the same.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a simple means for shifting the register-
Ing mechanism, whereby stamps of different
values may be canceled with the same im-
plement and an accurate register kept of the
total value of the stamps canceled. These
objects I accomplish in the manner and by
the means hereinafter deseribed and claimed,
reference being had to the accompanymﬂ
drawings, in whlch—-

I‘10111 e1is a front elevation of my improved
deviee. Fig. 2 1s a central vertical section.
IFig. 3 1s a horizontal section on the line 3 3
of Plﬂ 1. FKig.4 isarear elevation, and Kig.
5 18 an enlar D'ed detail sectional view, of one
of the plunn'el sockets.

Similar figures of reference denote corre-
sponding parts in the several views.

In the said drawings, the numeral 1 de-
notes the handle of my improved stamp-can-

celer, and 2 a block in the lower end thereof

carrying the rubber or other stamp for giving
the 1mpression to the letter. This stamp may
be made so as to be changed fo suit the date
on which it is used in any well-known man-
ner. The block 2 is longitudinally movable
in the handle and is normally retained in its
lowermost or projected posmon by the spring
3, as shown. Permanently fixed to said bloc];:
and passing centrally up into the handle is a
rod 4,fora purpose hereinafter to be described.

Located in the upper end of the handle is
a dial 5, having the outer edge of its face
marked into, say, one hundred subdivisions,

in amanner similar to that in which minutes
An inner

are marked on the dial of awatch.

-with a tooth thereon, as shown.

rod is provided near its upper end with a

circle 1s subdivided into, say, ten divisions,
as the hours are indicated on the dial of a
watch., Along and a short hand, concentric- 55
ally mounted, serve as indicators and are con-
trolled in their rotation by mechanism here-
inatter described. In the surface of the
handle over this dial is located a glass plate
6 to permit said dial to be seen at all times. 6o
Attached to the shaft 25, on which the long
hand 1s mounted, is a toothed wheel 7, hav-
ing one-hundred teeth in its periphery to cor-

-respond with the number of graduations on

the dial 5. A smaller toothed wheel 26, also 65
mounted on the shaft 25, is in mesh with a
larger toothed wheel 27, mounted on a suit-
able shaft carried by the frame. This shaft
also carries a smaller toothed wheel 28, which

in turn meshes with larger toothed wheel 29, 70
mounted on the sleeve 30 on shaft 25, carry- -
ing the short hand. 'The relative sizes of
these wheels 26, 27, 28, and 29 is such that
one complete rotation of wheel 7 will impart

a movement to said short hand equal to the 75
distance between two of the ten graduations
which 1t indicates.

The necessary step-by-step movement 1S
imparted to the wheel 7 from the block 2,
through the rod 4, by the following mechan- o
ism: Rigidlyattached totheupperend of said
rod is the curved arm 3, curving around to one
side of the wheel 7 and normally engaging
It will thus
be seen that any upward movement of the rod 83.
4 will, through the curved arm 8, impart this |
movement to the wheel 7, thereby moving the
long hand past one or more of the graduations
on the dial, the movement of the rod 4 being
controlled Dby mechanism hereinafter de- go
scribed. A spring-arm 9 permits the rotation
of the wheel 7 only in the direction imparted
by the upward movement of the rod 4, the
end of the arm 8 slipping past the teeth dur-
ing the downward movement of the rod. On g5
the upper end of the rod 4 is a projection or
tooth 4*, which engages between two of the
teeth in the wheel 7 when said rod reachesits
uppermost position, thereby preventing any
liability of the wheel 7 being rotated more 100
than the predetermined dlstance

The mechanism for controlling the length
of stroke of the rod 4 1s as follows: The said
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series of notches, preferably-four in number,
and indicated by the figures 10, 11, 12, and
13. An arm 14, pivoted at 15, engages with
one of these notches, and has a spring-plate
16 for normally pressing arm 14 into engage-
ment with said notches. Located in the han-
dle and below the pivot 15 are a series of sock-
ets 17, 18, and 19, preferably three in num-
ber. These sockets project through to the
outside of the handle and are each provided
with a spring-retracted plunger 20, as shown
more particularly in Iig. 5. When the arm
14 is engaged with the lowermost notch 10 in
the rod 4, the nupward movement of said rod,
imparted thereto by striking the stamp either
on the inking-pad or on a letter, is limited,
so as to impart a rotary movement of only one
tooth to the wheel 7. When the noteh 11 is
engaged, the wheel will be moved two teeth.
When the noteh 12 is engaged, the wheel will
be moved four teeth, and when the notch 13 1s
engaged the wheel will be moved nine teeth.
It will be understood that the spring 5 tends
to press the block 2 and rod 4 as far down as
the position of the arm 14, engaging with the
notches, will permit. |

In order to control the position of the arm:

14, the lower end thereof is extended down so
as to be opposite to the sockets 17, 13, and 19.
Now when the plunger 20 in the lowermost
socket 17 is pressed inward, the arm 14 18
rocked. on its pivot and the rod 4 will move
downward until the upper end of said arm en-

-~ gages with the notch 11, so when the plunger

50

55

6o

20 in socket 18 1is pressed the arm will engage
with notch 12, and when the plunger 20 in
socket 19 is pressed the arm will engage with
notch 13. It will be understood that the
lengths of the plungers in these sockets are
regulated so as to produce this result.

In ordertopreventthe rotation of the wheel
7 during the upward movement of the rod 4,
when desired, I provide a socket 21 in the side
of the handle opposite fto the center of the
dial, having a spring-retracted plunger 22,
similarin construction to that of the plunger

in the sockets 17,18, and 19, but long enough

to pass completely across the dial mechanism
under the wheel 7 and engage with the curved
arm 8. DBy pressing this plunger inward the
arm 8 is forced outward from engagement
with the wheel: 7 and the rod 4 may be moved
upand down without imparting motion to the
wheel 7. The shaft carrying the long hand
projects through to the rear of the dial mech-
anism and is squared on i1ts rear end to re-

ceive asliding button 23, adapted to be moved |

longitudinally thereon,the shatt being headed
to preventits complete disengagement there-
from. Thehandlelisprovidedwith asliding

“cover 24, which when closed conceals this but-

ton and presents a smooth outer surface to the
hand of the operator,but which may beslipped
upward in grooves in the handle to permit ac-
cess to the sliding button. The latter can

then be drawn to its outermost position on
the shaft and said shaft rotated, thus inde-

‘and the result will be ten.

carrying the canceler, a toothed wheel in said

pendently rotating the longhand and setting

the same in any desired position.

From the above description the operation
of my device will be understood to be as fol-
lows: When the parts are in their normal po-
sitions, the arm 14 will be in engagement with
the lowermost noteh 10. "Now when a two-
cent stamp is to be canceled the stamp is
struck upon the inking-pad, thus for¢ing up
the bloek 2 and rod 4 and rotating the wheel 7
one tooth. Then when the impression is made
on the letter the wheel is in the same way
rotated another tooth, thus registering two
cents. When a one-cent stamp 1s to be can-
celed, the plunger in socket 21 is pressed as
the inking-pad is struck, thus throwing the
arm 8 out of engagement with the wheel 7 and
registering nothing. Now by releasing the
planger when the letter is struck the device
registers one.
to be canceled, the plungerin lower socket 17
is pressed as the inking-pad is struck, thus
registering one, but rocking the arm 14 so as
to engage with notcli 11 as the rod 4 descends.
Now when the stamp is struck the wheel will
be moved two teeth, thus registering three in
all. So when a five-cent stamp 1s to be can-

celed the plunger in socket 18 is pressed, when

the inking-pad is struck and the arm 14 will
engage with notch 12 as it descends and will
register four more when the letter is struck.
To register a ten-cent stamp the plunger in
socket 19 must be pressed, as above described,
It will be under-
stood that the above-described arrangement
of plungers for registering three, five, and ten
cent stamps is arbifrary, and the same may
be varied to register stamps of any denomi-

nations.

I do not desire to limit myself to the par-

ticular arrangement of mechanism for dis-

playing the totals, as any desired mechanism
for performing the same function may be em-
ployed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— -

1. In a hand stamp canceler and register,
the combination of a handle, a spring-pressed
block vertically movable in said handle and

handle controlling an indicator, a rod carried
by said block and adapted to 1mpart a step-
by-step movement to said toothed wheel, said
rod being provided with notches and a spring-
pressed arm adapted to engage with said
notches in said rod to limit its downward

movement and so control its upward operat-

ing-stroke, substantially as shown and de-
seribed. |

2. The combination with a handle, aspring-
pressed canceling-Dblock therein, a toothed
wheel in the handle controlling an indicator,
and a rod carried by said block and operating
said toothed wheel and having a series of
notches therein, of a spring-pressed arm en-
caging with the notches in said rod, and a

When a three-cent stamp 1s
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series of plungers in the handle acting on said
spring-pressed arm to control its engagement

with the notches in said rod, substantially as

shown and described.

5. 'Thecombination with a handle, a spring-
pressed canceling-block therein, a toothed
wheel in the handle controlling an indicator,
and a rod carried by said block and operating
said toothed wheel and having a series of
notches therein, of a spring-pressed arm en-
caging with the notches in said rod, a series
of socketsinthe handle, and a series of spring-
retracted plungers in said sockets adapted to
be pressed into engagement with the spring-
pressed arm to control its engagement with
the notches in said rod substantlally as show n
and described.

4, Thecombination with a handle, a spring-
pressed canceling-block therein, a toothed
wheel in the handle controlling an indicator,
a rod carried by said block, a series of plun-
gers on the side of said handle and a curved
arm on said rod normally engaging with the
teeth on said wheel, of a plunger engaging
with said curved arm to throw it out of en-
cgagement with the toothed wheel, substan-
tially as shown and described.

5. In a hand stamp canceler and register,
the combination with a handle, a spr 1n0-
pressed block verfically movable in said han-
dle and carrying the canceler, of a toothed
wheel in said handle contr 0111110 an indicator,
a rod carried by said block, said 1rod. having
1ts upper end made wedge-shaped, and pro-
vided near its upper end with a curved arm
held normally in contact with the periphery

of the toothed wheel by a spring-pressed arm

and adapted to impart a step-by-step move-
ment to said toothed wheel, the wedge-shaped
end of the rod being adapted to engage be-
tween the teeth of the wheel when 1t has been
rotated to 1ts uppermost position by the

curved arm, substantially as shown and de-

scribed.

6. In a hand stamp canceler and register,
the combination with a dial for indicating the
value of stamps canceled, of the block 2 ver-
tically movable in the handle and carrying
the canceler and the rod 4, the spring-pressed
arm 14, the series of plungers 20 and 22 con-
trolling said arm and rod, the toothed wheel
7 operated by said rod and controlling the in-
dicator, the shaft 25 having its rear end
squared and headed and carrying the mov-
able button 23 for independentlyrotating said
shaft, and the sliding cover 24, substantially
as shown and deseribed.

7. The combination in a hand stamp can-
celer and register, of the handle and register

| therein consisting of the dial 6 and the indi-

cators or hands, the wheels 26, 27, 28, and 29,
with the toothed wheel 7 carried upon the
shaft 25, the rod 4, the spring-pressed block

2, said rod 4 being controlled by the series of -
plungers 20 operating upon the spring-pressed

arm 14, and the plunger 22 operating upon the
arm 3 upon the upper end of said rod, sub-

stantially as shown and desecribed.
EMORY N. SHEW ELL.

Witnhesses:
TOBIAS BORN,
E. E. ALLEN.
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