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To all whom it may concerw.:

Be it known that I, GEORGE P. JOHNSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing abt
Gloversville, in the county of Fulton and
State of New York, have invented anew and
useful Improvement in Scissors or Shears,
which improvement is fully set forth in the
following specification and accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a view, partly in section, of a
pair of scissors provided with my improve-
ment; Fig. 2, a rear view of the same, and
Fig. 3 perspective detail views.

My invention relates to improvements in
the construction of scissors, shears, and other
cutting instruments of that class; andits ob-
ject is to provide a simple, inexpensive, and
officient attachment designed to relieve the
fingers of the operator from the usual cramp-
ing and painful exertion required to main-
tain a close and uniform cutting contact of
the blades. It is well understood by all who
are familiar with the operation of these in-
struments that whenever the blades are per-
mitted to separate they will slide over instead
of cutting the cloth or other fabric, and if
the process be continued the edges soon be-
come dull and the evil increases. If, on the
other hand, the blades be kept in contact,
they mutually sharpen each other.

My invention consistsofa peculiarly-shaped
thin and resilient plate which is interposed
between the blades of a pair of scissors and
having its slotted front portion engaging the
ivot of the shears, its rear end being sloped
to a point, the angles of which correspond to
the rabbeted rear ends of the seissors-blades,
one side of said slope being turned up, form-
ing a spring, the other side of the slope hav-
ing a Jug whichis bent over one of the blades
and in conjunetion with the pivot holds the
plate in place. |

Referring to the accompanying drawings, A
designates a pair of scissors of the usual form,

provided between the rear ends of the blades 45

with a plate 2, the forward end having a slot
3 to engage the pivot 4, while the rear end
slopes to a point, the angles of which corre-
spond totherabbeted rear endsof the SCISSOrsS-
blades.
forming a spring 5. The opposite side of the
plate has an integral lug 6, which is bent
over one of the blades and in conjunction
with the pivot holds the plate in proper po-
sition. .
The operation of the device is apparent.
The spring acting in the rear of the pivotal

point tends to separate the handles, and the

blades are conversely held in contact. If the
spring should become deranged in any man-
ner, it may be readily removed and replaced
by unbending the lug 6, and it will also be
understood that the tension of the spring
may be regulated by the screw-pivot.

What I claim as new is—

The combination with a pair of scissors or
shears of the herein-described spring-plate
provided at its front end with a slot to re-
ceive the pivot of the shears, and provided
with the rearwardly sloped or tapered rear
end, one of the slopes being turned up to
form a flange the other edge of the plate be-
ing provided with an upturned lug at the
junction of the straight and sloped portions,
as set forth. -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, this 2d day of
September, 1895, in the presence of witnesses.

GEORGE P. JOINSON.

Witnesses: |
HorroN D. WRIGHT,
Wu. J. WILSON.
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