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7o all whom it may concer:

Beitknownthat I, WILLIAM I'. MARKHAM,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Plymouth, in the county of Wayne and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Air-Guns, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had therein to the accompanying draw-
ings.

My invention consists in the construction
of an alr-gun comprising a magazine device
for controlling the exift of a shot therefrom,
a holding device at the muzzle of the gun for
holding the shot until the gun is righted and
when so righted permit 1t to fall into the bar-
rel in the well-known manner of loading a
muzzle-loading gun. '

The invention further consists in the pecul-
iar construction, arrangement, and combina-
tion of the various parts, all as more fully
hereinafter described.

In the drawings I have deemed 1t necessary
to show the muzzle of the gun without show-
ing the means for retracting the piston and
the means for actuating the same nor the
other well-known parts of such gun, as my
device may be applied to any type of air-gun.

Figurelis avertical central section through
the barrel of an air-gun and showing only the
muzzle por tlon ther eof illustrating myinven-
tion. Fig.21s a similar section ShOWII]G the
trigger or valve in position to allow a s,mﬂle
shot to fall into the auxiliary holding deviee.
Fig. & is a sectional perspective view 1llus-
trating the manner in which a shot is deliv-
ered from the holding device into the barrel.
Fig. 4 is a section on line x «, I'ig. 2.

The barrel may be constructed 511])3‘[:111-
tially asshownin my Patent No. 473,655, dated
April 26, 15892—that is, comprising a Ialse bar-
rel A, a true barrel B, and a bloek or filling
C between the two, preferably of wood.

The true barrel at its lower end has a suit-
able seat D, so constructed that as the ball
falls into it from the muzzle in end loading or
from the magazine in the manner described
it will hold it with sufficient firmness 10 pre-

vent its accidental displacement.

In the previous construction of suchdevice
it has been customary to effect a loading
through the side of a true barrel, which ne-
cessitated some means of closing -this feed-

aperture. My present construction feeds
from the mechanism direetly into the mouth
of the barrel, thereby preventing any neces-
sity of such valve and making the oun shoot
with the desired accuracy and Strenﬂ‘th and
without any danger of leakage of the air
through side ports or openings. To this end
the construetion which I prefer is that shown
in the drawings, in which the block C 1s cut
away more or 1ess at the forward end to form
the annular magazine K.

- The true ba-rrel B is made slightly shorter
than the false barrel, and the auxiliary load-
ing device for the shot is so constructed that
v;hen released the shot will fall therein and
be held until the gun is righted, when they
will fall into the mouth of the true barrel and
lodee in the seat at the lower end thereof in
the well-known manner of such guns.

The construction which I prefer comprises
a cap I, secured in any desired manner at
the end of the barrel and having the central
port or opening G in line with the true barrel
but bevond the same. The upper face H of
this cap is coneave, as plainly shown in Iig.
1, so that anything resting on it in the up-

1011’[} p081t1011 of the gun will tend to roll into
the port G and thence into the barrel.

I is a ring-shaped flange secured to the cap
around the port G, and so constructed as to
leave a free ingress or egress of the shot In
or out of the true barrel in shooting or in un-
loading. The inner edge of this ﬂ:;m ge 1s pret-
embly bent in slightly, so as to f01m a con-
cave runway J substantially parallel to the
face H of the cap.

K is a port or aperture through the cap I
communicating with the interior of themaga-
zine, and this is controlled by a trigger or
valve L, preferably formed of a sinﬂle plece
of wire, ‘extendin o across that port, as shown
in Kig.

| —

at \T at its opposite end, the ﬁnner-plece of
this trigger projecting thmugh an aperture
in the flange through the exterior, so that it
may be operated by the finger.

The parts being thus constructed their op--

erationisas follows: The gun being inverted,
as shown in Fig. 2, and the trigger or valve

L moved to one s1de the shot will fall from
the magazine into the runway J. The valve

i and coiled around the 1n81de of the
’:Ianﬂe eccentneally, as shown, being secured.
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being then closed and the gun reversed in
position to the upright, as shown in Fig. 3,
the shot will run down the concave face H in
the mouth of the barrel and lodge in the seat,
as described. This construction is not only
exceptionally simple but may be attached to
any ordinary make of air-gun to convert the
usual muzzle-loading gun into a magazine-
oun. |
The magazine may be filled in any desired
manner. I have shown a cap O in the side of
the false Dbarrel which may be removed for
this purpose. |

What I elaim as my invention 18

1. In an air-gun, the combination with the
true barrel, of amagazine having itsdischarge
adjacent to the muzzle of the barrel, means
for controlling the exit from the magazine,
and a temporary holder for the shot to be
loaded, constructed to deliver the shot into
the muzzle of the barrel.

2. In an alr-gun, the combination with the
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true barrel, of amagazine havingits discharge
adjacent to the muzzle of the barrel, a trigger
or valve to control the exit of the shot, a fiange
over the exit adapted to hold the ball in the
inverted position of the gun after its delivery
from the magazine, and means for guiding the

ball into the muzzle on righting the gun.

3. In an air-gun, the combination with the
true and false barrels, and an interposed
chamber forming a magazine, of a cap for the
false barrel beyond the end of the true barrel
having a convex face, an aperture from the
magazine through this cap, a trigger to control
the aperture and a circular curved flange over
the cap, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 aifix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM F. MARKITAM.

Witnesses:
M. B. O'DOGHERTY,
O. I¥. BARTHEL.
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