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To all whony it may conceri:

Beit knownthat I, WILLIAM ECKELS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mechan-
icshbure, in the county of Cumberland and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Sectional
Adjustable Burial-Vaults; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

Theinventionrelatestosectional adjustable
burial-vaunlts; and it consists in construct-
ing a peculiar form of plates, as hereinafter
desceribed and claimed, and of such relative
lengoths, and end pieces of different widths,
so that a vault of any desired length or width
may be formed by the use of the proper side
plates and end pieces.

The objects of the invention are to so con-
struct the lining-plates of a vault that the
use of about three sizes of side plates, with
interchangeable end pieces, will produce any
size vault which may be desired. 'I'his re-
sult is accomplished by the means hereinafter
deseribed, and illustrated on the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
ication, and on which like letters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in the different
Views.

On the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view
of the invention, showing in dotted lines the
manner of increasing the length or width of
the vault. TFig. 2 is a vertical section of Ifig.
1 on the line = x. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of one of the side plates, and Iig. 4 18
a like view of two such plates broken away
at the ends and locked together.

A A A represent the side plates, which 1t
will be understood areinserted inthe grave at-
terit hasbeen dug, and G G are the end plates.
These plates are made of cast-iron, rolled iron,
or pressed or rolled steel plates, as may be
found to be most advantageous, or they may
be of any ceramic material. The side plates

A are preferably two, three, and four feet In
length, respectively, and with plates of these
lengths vaults may be constructed that will
be two, three, four, five, six, seven, and eight
feet in length, and with two, or at most three,
end pieces a vault of any desired width or
length may be produced. The side plates A

are formed at each end with vertical grooves
B3, which are broken away, as at I, to receive
a suitable key or toggle C for locking the
plates to each other. |

I have shown the grooves of T form; but

they may be straight or of dovetail form
and accomplish the same function. The
plates A are also provided with flanges D at
one end on the outer side, so that when two
of these plates are locked or secured together
this flange D covers and protects the joint
between their ends.

The end plates G are made of two or three
sizes or widths, so as to be interchangeable,
and are used for forming a wider or narrower
vault. They are formed at each side with
tongues to fit the form or shape of the grooves
in the side plates or pieces A.

The key C is made with right-angled ends,
and it is inserted in the grooves B, where they
are broken away at I and form a secure and
effective means of locking the platestogether.

Other forms of key or toggle may be used,
or the side plates may be secured togetherin
any other known way—as, for example, by
making lateral holes or apertures through
both tongue and groove and inserting a pin or
toggle therethrough.

One or more courses of brick or other ma-
terial, as slate, may be used in the bottom of
the vault. DBrick are shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawings. | ’

The manner of construeting vaults of dif-
ferent lengths and widths will be readily ap-
parent, and is well illustrated in full and
dotted linesin Fig. 1. Forexample,if afour-
foot vault should be wanted the four-foot
plates or pieces with the end pieces would be
sufficient, while to construet a six-foot vault
two pieces four feet long and two two feet
long would be used with the proper end pieces.
To make the vault wider, it is only necessary
to use wider end pieces or plates.

The vault is well adapted for use in connec-
tion with the cover for which a patent was
oranted to me October 9, 1894, No. 527,235,
and which cover, with the present invention,
forms a cheap, durable, and practically im-
perishable vault. |

Minor changes in the details-of construction
may be made within the scope of my inven-

| tion without departing from the spirit or sac-
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rificing any of the advantages of the inven-
tiom.

Having thus fully described the invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A vault composed of side plates, each of
different length from the others, and each
provided with a vertical groove at each end,
broken by a transverse groove, keys engag-

1ng the transverse grooves of adjacent plates

and locking them together, and end plates
having tongues to engage the vertical grooves
in the side plates, said side plates being
adapted to be used at will as intermediate or
end side sections.

2. A vault composed of side plates, each of
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different length from the others, and each pro-
vided with a vertical groove at each end,
broken by a transverse groove, keys with
right-angled flanges or projections at their
ends engaging the transverse grooves of ad-
jacent plates and locking them together, and

end plates having tongues to engage the ver-

tical grooves in the side plates, said side
plates being adapted to be used at will as in-
termediate or end sections.

In testimony whereof I a

"

1X my signature

| in presence of two witnesses. |

WILLIAM ECKELS.
Witnesses:
J. MILTON LEHIGH,
WALTER 1.. ECKELS.
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