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To all whomny it may coricern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES F. DE ARDEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented newand useful Improvementsin Lock
Frames or Cases, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates especially tolock cases
or frames, and has for its object the provision
of a case which shall effectually prevent the
insertion of a knife-blade or other thin in-
strument for pushing back the spring-bolt,
and also wherein the case and nose-piece are
30 constructed as to resist prying apart.

1o attain the desired end, myv invention
consists, essentially, in a lock-frame having a
casing projecting from the face thereof, said
casing surrounding the lock-bolt and over-
hanging upon the top, bottom, and rear in
such a manner as to engage with the nose-
piece, preventing the spreading apart of the
lock and nose-piece; and my invention also
involves certain other novel and useful com-
binations or arrangements of parts and pe-
culiarities of construetion and operation, all
of which will be hereinafter first fully de-
scribed, and then pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part hereof, Figure 1 is a side elevation of a
lock case or frame and nose-piece embodying
my invention.
horizontal section at line x x of Fig. 1. Fig. 3
isan end elevation of thelock-case, the keeper
being removed. -

Similar numerals of reference, wherever
they occur, indicate corresponding parts in
all figures.

1 is the body of the lock-frame, which may
be made in any desired shape or style.

2 18 a projecting casing formed upon the
tace of the lock-frame and surrounding the
bolt-opening.

Fig. 2 is a view thereof in

This casing 2 is provided at |

top and bottom with overhanging edges 3 and
at the rear with a similar edge 4.

5 18 a noge-piece or keeper cut out at its 453

front edge, as at 6, to correspond with the cas-
ing upon the lock-frame. It isalsocutaway
at 7 to correspond with the part 4 of the cas-
ing, as particularly illustrated in Fig. 2 of the
drawings. |

I have shown my invention as embodied in
a rim-lock night-lateh; but it is obvious that
the same principle of construction may be
used 1n a mortise-lock as well.

When constructed and arranged in accord-
ance with the foregoing description, the oper-
ation of my invention is as follows: As the
door bearing the lock is closed the casing 2
upon the frame 1 enters the nose-piece 5, as
plainly illustrated. Now if any instrument
be inserted with the design of spreading the
lock-frame and nose-piece the result is to
bring the parts 3, 6, 4, and 7 against each
other, effectually preventing any such move-
ment, and as the lock cannot be forced away
from the nose-piece it is impossible to insert
any instrument, no matter how thin, to force
back the bolt.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new therein, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

~1’he combination with a lock-frame having
a projecting casing upon its face, the top,
bottom and rear whereof overhang, of a nose-
piece or keeper, cut away to correspond with
the shape of the face of the lock-frame where-
by spreading apart or separation of the frame
and nose-piece is prevented, substantially as
shown and desecribed.

CHAS. F. DE ARDEN.

YWitnesses:
A. M. PIERCE,
K. D. WRIGHT.
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