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To all whom it may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, HERMAN 5. STERNBER-
GER, a citizen of the Umt_ed States, residing
at Piqua, Miami county, Ohio, hm‘-'e in vented
newand useful Improvementsin Letter-Files,
of which the following 1s a specification.

My invention relates to letter-files for the
indexing and care of letters and other docu-
ments or memoranda forready reference. In
these devices 1t 1s desirable that when the
case is full the entire contents may be re-
moved with the indexing-sheets and suitably

bundled, and a new set of Indexing-sheets
-be placed in the casing. |

My invention consists in the combination,
with a containing drawer or casing, of a stiff
backing or cover provided with wire loops
and index-sheets carried upon the same and
held in place in the casing by a recess or ledge
in rear and a stop in front.

In the drawings herewith, 1llustrating my
invention, Figure 1 is a perspective view of

my improved filing-case complete as in use.
Fig. 2isaperspective view of the transfer-case

detached; Fig. 3, a perspective view of the
transfer-case bundled. Fig. £ is a partial
cross-section of the filing-case, showing the
construction and mounting of the spring-
clamp; and Fig. 51is a detail cross-section ex-
hibiting the 1001} or staple In pocutlon and
1Hlustr atmw the mode of use of the filing-case.

Refemm? now to the drawings, A demg-
nates a filing-case of the ordinary type, and
B the spring arm or clamp. The spring-arm
is somewhat voke-shaped, with its ends bent
outward to form journals b in prolongations
of a common axis, and outwardly of the jour-
nals bent into crank-arms b’ in the radial rela-
tion indicated in Ifig. 4. 'T'he elamp-arm 13

is held in place by caps or staples ¢ ¢ cover-

ing the journals b secured to the baeck of the
casin o and the crank-arms 0" are acted upon
by leaf-springs s, also secured to the back ot
the casing and lying against the crank-arms
in front. This arrangement is simple and
effective and does not interfere with the in-
dex-sheets  and their contents. Centrally
to the front cross-bar of the clamp-arm B 18
pivoted a supplementalfoot or finger picce I3/,
of rectangular or other suitable For m, whose
function is to distribute the downwal d pres-
sure of the clamp over a larger area and also

to adapt it to any irregularities of thickness
of the contained mass of memoranda. As
such collections often contain postal cards 53
and other smaller or larger memoranda, the
adjusted and distributed pressure of the sup-
plemental foot B’ serves a most usetful pur-
pose in holding the mass in place when the
case is moved. 6o

In my improvement the lower index-sheet
or a separate lower sheet of the seriesismade
stiffer and stronger than the others and pro-
vided at the rear with one or more wire loops
or staples e, riveted or otherwise secured to 065
and standing up therefrom. One prong of
each staple passes through the series of the
index -sheets and is curved backward, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 5, to facilitate 11ft1nn'up
and turning b::'LCL the index-sheetsin the use 70
of the device, as illustrated 1n Kig. 5

When the series of index-sheets and the
bottom piece D are in position in the casing
the loops e pass into ver tical recesses 1 at the
back of the filing-case, by which the entire 753
mass 1s held aﬂa1n5t chspheement laterally.
Theyare held qwainst displacement vertically
by a slight progjeetmn of the lower sheet or
cover D to the rear beyond the loops, beneath
a ledge formed by a horizontal recess g at 3o
the baeL of the filing-case. They are aiso
retained against displaeement horizontally in
front by a lip « secured to the front of the cas-
ing and projecting slightly above the bottom.
The lower sheet or cover D is provided with &5
flaps d' d? at the sides and the front arranged
to fold over, as indicated in Fig. 3, to cover
the top, bottom, and rear of the bundled mass.
The loops eremain permanently with the mass
and form a guard at the rear against loss of 9o
papers. .

The cover D with its flaps and the loops
form a ‘‘knockdown” transfer-case, which
constitutes part of the filing-case and system
of indexing-sheets, so that when the contents 95
of the filing-case are removed nothing re-
mains to be done but to close ..:md secure the
flaps, as shown 1n If1g. 5.

It will be observed by reference to Ii 12,
that in the orvdinary use of the ﬁlmﬂ—case all ICO
the index-sheets prior to the letter sought
can be lifted upon the loops into the position
shown, where the filing-arm B becomes a back
against which they rest while the examina-
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tion proceeds, thus greatly facilitating the
use of the device.

Noseparate ¢‘ transfer-case”’ isrequired,the
device as shown being completein all respects.

KFastening-buttons or other suitable fasten-
ings 77 are employed to retain the fiaps 1n
place.

I claim as my invention, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent of the United States,
as follows:

1. In a letter-i]

ling case, 1n combination

with a series of index-sheets and a bottom
board or cover carrying the wire loops to which
the index-sheets are secured, a containing-
case provided with a recess at the back to en- |
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cage the rear of the cover and a stop at the
front substantially as set forth.

2. In afiling-case in combination with the
bottom cover provided with the loops, the con-
taining-casing recessed at the rear to admit
the wire loops and provided with a raised lip
in front substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

HERMAN S. STERNBERGER.

Witnesses:
L. M. HOSEA,
SANDOW FREYBLER.
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