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To all w?wm it may CORCETN:
Be it known that I, RALPH W. FOSTER, a

- citizen of the United St‘ttes, residing at Bos- |

10

ton, in the county of Suffolk and (Jommon-
W ealth of Massachusetts, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Spelling-Blocks;

and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-

Tentlon which will enable others skilled in

the art to which it appertains to use the same,

reference ‘Dbeing had to the accompanying

drawings, w hleh nmke a part of this specifi-
cation.

Heretotore spellmg-blocks have been used
upon which have been placed letters of the
alphabet, numbers, and pictures; but never
has this been done in such a manner as to pro-
vide for the corrceet spelling of any word by
simply arranging the bloeks in numerical
order.

The ObJLCt of my invention is the mstl uc-
tion and amusenient of children;
sists in so combining, upon Lhe surfaces of
hlocks, letters, numbers, and pictures that
when the blocks are arranged in numerical

order the letters will be In order to correctly
| ing one hundred and twenty-five (125) faces

spell the word represented by the pictures,

Toillustrate, Itake alot of blocks, and upon-

one face of one of the blocks I place the letter

‘“D,” the number ‘“1,” and a pictureof a dog;

upon one face of another block 1 place the let-

~ter C0,” the number ““2,” and a picture of a
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‘spelling of the word.

dog, and upon one face of still another block I

place the letter ““G,” the number ¢¢3,” and a

picturcof a dog. YWhenthe blocks thus num-
hered are pl.-wed in numerical order, the let-
ters spell in proper order the word ‘“dog,”
mln esented by the pictures, Figures 1, 2, and
5. In this way blocks may be prepared for

spelling any word capable of being repre-
sented pictorially—tor e\a,mplo the wmd"
‘“deer,” Figs. 4, 5, 6, and 7
| The pmtule rep* esentuw the word to be
spelled must be separ a,‘rely' or severally ecom-
‘bined with each letter of such word, and each

combination must be given a number showing
the numerical I)Obltl()ll of the letter in Lhe
Each letter must be
combined with the picture representing the
word being spelled as often as such letter oc-
curs in the spelling of the word, and such

and 1t con-

1

four;

| be used.
‘marked to indicate that it is the last block,

combinations must each receive a different
number, thus showing the several positions

of such 1etter in sueh spelling—for example,

the letter ““e” in ‘““deer,” Figs. 5 and 6.
That the plctm es may be brouﬂ'ht into line

for spelling purposes the same plctme must

be placed upon as many different blocks as
there are letters in such spelling. For exam-
ple,the word ‘“dog” requires three (3) blocks
and the word * deet ”? requires four blocks.
To show the number of letters employed in
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spelling a word, any conventional sign may .

The last block of the word may be

and that therefore the number upon tha,t- |

block shows not only the number of letters

in the word, but also that the letter upon that.

block is the last letter in the word. This is
desirable and useful, as it shows when the
spelling is completed

ber, as in IFig. 7.

Takmﬂ' a set of twenty-five (""5) cubie blocks
and reserving one face.of each block for the
letters of the alphabet as these are usually
placed upon blocks, we can with the remain-

Spell as described, the following words:
‘““ape,” three; ‘‘bear,” four; “buffa,lo ’seven;

““camel,” five; ‘‘cat,” three; ; ““cow,” three;

“deer,” four;. *“dog,’-’ three; - “elephant,”ﬁ
eight; ‘‘ fox,” three; ‘‘ giraffe,” seveny *‘ goat,”
| “hare,” four; ‘“‘horse,” five; “‘jackal,”
six; ‘ kangaroo, ” eight; * ““lion,”
‘““mouse ”ﬁve, “Ox,” two; “panthm, seven;

““pig,” three; ‘‘rat,” three; ‘‘sheep,” five:
| ““tiger,” five; °

wolf ? four; ‘‘whale,”
'1‘111_5 is the smlples_t form of

“zebm,” five.
By applying the principle

my invention.

four;

70

For this purpose I
underseore the letter, asin I‘ln' 3, or the num-

75

8o

five; -
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further we may group upon the same surface,

about a letter 11umbe1ed as described, sev-
| eral pietures, in which that letter oceupies
the same numerical position when the words

represented by the plcture% are spelled-—-—-for
example, the letter ‘‘0” in the words.‘‘fox,”

‘“goat,” “hmse,"ﬁ’ 1*1”' 8. In this way a set
of blocks could be prepared to spell a gr eatel

number. of words.
1 have used cubic blocks in the above de-

scription; but the blocks may be of any shape,
or flat muf&cefs may be pr epmed in ﬂm SHANTL
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manner.
readily as a, game.

I have used the Arabic numbers 1,7 ¢¢2,”
‘3,7 “4.)” &c., to indicate the order of ar-

l'angement for purposes of spelling, as de-
scribed; but any system of numbers or marks

‘might be employed—for example, “‘1,” ““IL,”

“IIL,” ““IIIL,” &c.—or the order of arrange-
ment might be indicated by a regular varia-
tion in the size, color or position of the pie-
tures, letters, blocks or surfaces or any of
them. Ior instance, the picture in Kig. 1
might be placed at the top of the block, in IFig.
2 a little lower down on the block, and in Fig.
3 a little lower down still; or in Ifig. 1 the
picture might be small, in I'ig. 2 alittle larger,
in Fig. 3 a little larger still; or the order of
arrangement, might be indicated by employ-
ing a repetition or repeating of the pictures.

For example, in Fig. 1 there might be one

‘dog, in Fig. 2 two dowq, and in 1*1'-’*'. 3 three

dogs.

The mode of application, the sort of blocks
or surfaces and the designs to be employed
are merely incidental aml a matter of taste.

ITaving fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Tettors Pat-
ent iS—

1. A blocL, upon one of whose faces are
combined or grouped a picture representing a
word, a letter used in spelling such word, and
the number showing such letter’s numerical
position in suchspelling—substantially as de-
S‘(’:l‘lbed

A Dbloek, upon one of whose faces are
eombmed or n*rouped a letter used in spelling
two or more words, and occupying the same
numerical position in such spelling, the num-
ber showing such position, and the pictures
repr esentm osuch words—qubstdntmllv as de-
sceribed.

3. A block, upon one of whose faces are
combined or frrouped a picture representing
word, and the last letter used 1n spelling such
word, said letter being marked to indicate
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Cards thus prepared might be used

that it is the la‘st lcttel“qub%i.allually as de-

» seribed.

4. A Dblock, upon one of whose faces are
combined or grouped a picture representing a
word, the last letter used in spelling the word
and some symbol to indicate that such letter

isthe last letter, and such block the last block,

used in such %pelhn o—substantially as de-
scribed.

5. The combination of as many blocks as
there are letters used'in spelling aword, upon
one face of each block there being combined
or grouped a picture representing “such word,
together with one of the letters used 1n 513{311-
ing such word and the number indicating the
numerical position of such letter insuch apel]
ing—substantially as described.

6. A lot of blocks,upon whose faces are com-
bined or grouped letiers, nuambers and pilc-
tures in such a way Hmt when those faces,

placed in numerical order, the letters will be
in order {o correctly 51)@11 the word repre-
sented by the pletu1'et~-subcsmntmll\ as de-
scribed.

7. Alotof blocks,uponw hoqeicmeameeom-

bined or grouped letters and pictures, with

any system of marks to indicate the order of
arrangement of the letters for the purpose of
spelling the word represented by -the pie-
tures, substantially as described.

3. Alotof blocks, ,LPOIL W hose faces are com-

bined or grouped lettels and pictures, said

letters and pictures, or the letters, or the pic-
tures, being of such variation in the matier
of size, number, color or postion, that, the
plctums being plaeedm an order indicated by
such var mtlou the letters will be in ovder to
eouootlv spell "the word represented by the
pmt.ure% substantially as desecribed.
RALPIT W, FOSTEIR.
Witnesses: '
DUDLEY D L_ﬂl FY,
ALBERT L. AVERY.
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upon which appear the same pieture, are
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