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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 557,175, dated Ma,r(;;h 31, 1896.

- Application filed June 13,1892, Serial No. 436,546,

(No model)

Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Louis A. WALKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new and

- useful Improvements in Bag-Fasteners; and
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I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which 1t appertains to make and use the
same. |

My invention relates to improvements in
bag-fasteners of such nature that the mouth
of the bag, when it is closed by a draw-string
or other means, 1s both covered and seoured
by the fastenel

In the present invention I aim to have the
tastener wholly outside of the mouth of the
bag, so that when the bag is opened the fas-
tener will be out of the way to enable the
contents of the bag to be easily and freely

remcved, and the improved fastener has its

members so arranged that they clamp the
edges of the bag securely together and there-
by close and protect the mouth of the bag.

To the accomplishment of these ends, the im-
proved fastener is made of two members piv-
oted or hinged together and connected to the
bag or its draw-string outside of the mouth
of the same, and means for tightly closing

the members of the fastener upon the edﬂe% |

of the bag.

In the preferred embodiment of my im-
proved fastener I employ a spring for nor-
mally forcing the pivoted members apart and
a transvere spindle or rod passing freely
through the members, said spindle having its
ends provided with bindin g-heads which bem
orimpinge on thefastener members and force
the same upon the edges of the bag to close
the mouth, Wlneh 18 covered enftir ely by the
fastener,

I do not confine myself to the use of a dis-

tending-spring and the particular fastening
means hereinbefore mentioned, as the spring
may be omifted and the spindle connected at
one end to one member of the clamp and pro-
vided at its other end with the angular bind-
ing-head adapted to force one member of the
clamp toward the other member and secure
the edges of the bag between the two mem-

bers, or the members of the clasp may be

caught and held together by a spindle oper-
ated by a spring. The essence of the inven-
tion, however, re&des in a bag-fastener com-
prising the hin ged members arranged wholly
outside of the mouth of the bag and con-
nected to the same, and means for positively
closing the members upon the edges of the
bag, Wheleby the mouth is e ectwely COV-
ered and sealed against the escape of the
contents, and the fastener, when the bag is
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opened, lies out of the way to permit the ma-

terial or substance to be freely removed or

placed in the bag.

My invention further consists of the pecu-
liar construction and arrangement of parts,
as will be hereinafter fully described and
claimed.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
ploved fastener. Fig. 2 is a sectional view
of the same, the section being taken trans-
versely through the fastener. Figs. 8 and 4
are 1e'~3pectwely a perspective and sectional
view of a modified form of the fastener, and
Fig. 5 1s a view of another modlﬁcatlon

lee letters of reference denote correspond-
Ing parts in all the figures of the drawings.

T will fir st proceed to describe the prefell ed
embodiment of my invention illustrated in

Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, referring more -

particularly to which— |

A designates a bag, of any desired size,
shape, or material, which bag is provided with
one or more draw strings or cords B, arranged

around the mouth of the bag in the usual-

manner, 8o as to close the same. |

My improved fastener consists of two mem-
bers or plates C C', which are hinged together
at one edge by means of a pintle or shaft ¢
which passes through lugs orears on the meet-
ing edges of the plates or members, and one
of these members is attached to the bag,
near its edge, in any suitable or desirable
manner. The two members or pla,tes CC
are adapted to be forced and held upon the
edges of the bag by a short spindle or link D,
which extends loosely through suitable open-
ings provided in the plates at one side of the
pintle or shaft ¢. The ends of the spindle D
are provided with the beads d d, preferably
formed by bending the spindle upon itself,
and these heads are adapted when the spmdle
is turned to bind or impinge upon the mem-
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bers to force them together and upon the
edges of the bag.

On the pintle which pivotally connects the

two members C C', I preferably arrange a
coiled spring I, the ends of which are ar-
ranged and e\.tend to bear against the inner
opposing sides or faces of the members C
of the fastener and which tend to force said
members apart at their lower unconnected
edges.
" When the mouth of the bag has been closed
by drawing on the draw string or cord I3, the
transverse spindle or link D is turned in the
openings in the plates or members C C' and
the binding-heads on the ends thereof press
against the outer faces of the members C C,
so as to force the lower edges of said members
toward each other and upon the edges of the
bag, so that the mouth 1s closely ﬁ'msped be-
tween and covered by said plates, both of the
plates being on the outside of the bag at all
times. The plates are held in the position
shown in Fig. 1 and prevented from being
forced apart by the spring F by means of the
heads < of the link or spindle D bearing
tightly against the outer faces of said mem-
bers or plates.

To open the bag, it 1s only necessary to turn
the spindle or link D so that its heads d d
are moved toward the pintle ¢, in the position
shown in Ifig. 2, whereupon the spring If forces
the plates C C' apart and the bag can be read-
ily opened.

In the modified construction illustrated in
Ifigs. 3 and 4 the dmw-cord I passes through
openingsor aperturesc’ in the plates C C', and
said plates can be moved on said cord when
they arenot locked together around the mouth
of the bag by the head f, which is formed on
oneend only of the spindle orlink D, the other
end of which is connected loosely to onemem-
ber of the fastener. This head ¢gisadapted to
slide or move in its opening in the member
C when the two members are opened, and 1t
is of such length that it can be conveniently
orasped to manipulate the same.

In the embodiment of myinvention shown
in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, I employ the mem-

Dbers or plates C C', which are cut or stamped

and pressed out of a single plece of sheet
metal; but I do not restrict myself to the
particular form of plate, as I am aware that

other forms of plates or members can be used
in lieu thereof—as, for instance, the mem-

bers can be made of two picces of curved

wire hinged at their ends and adapted to be
forced by the fastening means closely against
the sides of Lhe bag to 1101(1 the mouth there—
of closed.

I am also aware that changes in the form
and proportion of parts and details of con-
struction of the devices herein shown and
described as an embodiment of my invention
can be made without departing from the
spirit or sacrificing the advantages of my in-
vention, and I therefore reserve the right to
make such changes and alterations as fall
within the scope of the same.

ITaving thus fully described my invention,
what I elmm as new, and desire to secure h}f
Letters Patent, 1s-—

1. A bafr-f.;tstener attached to a bag near
the mouth thereof, and consisting of two
hinged members, & spring arranged to force
said members apart and means connected to
the members and adapted to draw the same
into position on the bag to cover and conceal
the mouth thereof, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination with a bag, of a fas-
tener attached to the bag, near the mouth
thereof, and consisting of two hinged mem-
bers and a single spindle or link extending
through both of said members and provided
at its ends with heads adapted to force the
members of the fastener upon the bag to
close the mouth thereof, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. The combination with a bag - fastener

having a draw-string around its mouth, of an
external sectional hinged fastener attached
to the bag near the mouth thercof, a spring
for forcing the free ends of the members or
sections of the fastener apart and means con-
necting the fastener-sections and adapted to
draw said sections upon the edges of the
mouth of the bag to cover and conceal the
same, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS A. WALKER.

Witnesses: |

CORNELIUS S. MITCHILIL,,
HENRY KHRDING.
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