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To all whom tt may concern: |
Be it known that I, CHARLES LA PREASE,
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in
the State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Photographic
Children’s Supports, of which the following,
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings,isa full,clear,and exact description.
My invention relates to improvements in a
child’s support for photographers’ use, and

has for its object the production of a simple -

and practical device which effectively and
positively supports the child; and to this end
1t consists, essentially, in the general con-
struction and arrangement of the parts of the
child’s support, all as hereinafter fully de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claims. -

In describing this invention reference is
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part of this specification, in which like
letters indicate corresponding parts in all the
Views. |

Figures 1 and 2 are respectively top plan
and side elevation of my invention, the lower
part of the frame or standard being broken
awayin Kig. 2. Fig, 3 is a detail vertical sec-
tion taken on line 3 3, Fig. 1, the head-rest
being removed; and Fig. 4is an inverted plan
of one end of one of the clamping-arms.

It is well known that considerable difficulty
1s at present experienced in photographing
small children, particularly those in long
dresses, since, being unable to sit erect, they
must be supported by an attendantorrelative,
who 1s caused great inconvenience by a con-

cealing-screen, and is usually unable to afford

the desired support and maintain the child’s
dress in the position necessary for producing
a pleasing effect. . | --
By my invention the child is firmly and
positively supported without liability of fall-
ing, and its dress is held so as to give a pleas-
ing effect and permit of any desired adjust-
ment and draping. Moreover, the screen is
dispensed with, and my supportis of such con-
struction thatitis entirely concealed behind
the child’s body and within its clothing and
without disarranging the fit of the latter in
any way. 'The attendant or relative hereto-
fore necessary in holding the child is free to
attract its attention or determine when the
desired facial expression is assumed.

My invention preferably consists of a seat,
a body-clamp, a head-rest, and a single rod at
the rear, constituting a suitable supporting zc
frame or standard for said parts, although
the head-rest may be dispensed with, if de-
sired, providing the child possesses sufficient
strength to maintain its head in its normal
position. | | - 6o
Lhe seat A may be of any desirable form,
size,and construction, and preferably consists
of a body-piece ¢, usually formed of metal, and
a facing @', of carpet, leather, or othersuitable
material. The front edge a? of the seat in- 63
clines downwardly, and a projection or arm
a’, tapering from its base toward its free ex-
tremity, extends upwardly from the central

| portion of said front edge. This projection

or arm, as best seen in IFig. 1, is formed of 7o
considerably less width than the seat A, and
1ts inner face a* is formed convex.

The frame or standard B for supporting the
seat A maybe of any desirable form, size, and
construction, but preferably consists of a 7s
single cylindrical rod at the rear, which also
supports the body-clamp and the head-rest.
The seat A may be connected to the frame or
standard B in any desirable manner; but I .
preferably provide said seat with a rear- 8o
wardly-extending arm a5 depressed beneath
its top face and having an eye a’encircling the
standard B and movable lengthwise thereof.

A clamping-serew «’, movable in the eye a°,
engages the frame or standard B and holds 8c
the seat in its adjusted position.

The body-clamp consists of a pair of arms
C C, supported above the seat A and provided

-with concave inner faces ¢. Corresponding
ends of the arms C C are secured to a rod or go
‘bar C',movable crosswise of and to the rear
through the frame or standard B, and their
‘opposite ends are movable toward and away
from each other. The clamping-arms C C
and the rod or bar C'may be secured together 93
in any desired manner; but I preferably pro-
vide.the front end of the rod or bar C' with a
depressed engaging face ¢', arrange the ad-
jacent ends of the arms C-C upon said face.
one above the other, and secure said armsin 100
position by a clamping-serew C? which is
provided with a thumb-nut C? and is passed
through alined perforations c® ¢?, formed, re-

| spectively,in the rod or bar C'and the clamp-
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2 ' 557,132

ing-arms C. The adjacent faces ¢* of the
lapped ends of the clamping-arms C are prei-
erably provided with corrugations, and, if de-
sired, the face adjacent to the face ¢’ may be
provided with similar corrugations.

As previously stated, the rod or bar C
which supports the clamping-arms C 1s mov-
able crosswise of the frame or standard B,
and to facilitate this result the upper end ot
said frame or standard is provided with an
eve b for receiving the rear end of the rod
or bar ¢', which is preferably formed cylin-
drical. A suitable clamping-serew O'is mov-
able in the eye b and engages the rod or bar €’
for holding the same in its adjusted position.
The rod or bar ¢ preferably supports the
head -rest, which may be of any desirable
form, size, and construction, although here
illustrated as consisting of a curved bar D,
and a shank d, which 1s movable vertically
in an eye C%, provided in the front end of the
rod or bar C', and is held in its adjusted po-
sition by a suitable clamping-screw C°. 'L'o
facilitate adjustment of the head-rest and
permit the eye C* to be formed in the front
end of the rod or bar C’, the upper end of the
frame or standard B is arranged at the rear
of the main portion of said frame or standard,
and is connected thereto by a rearwardly-ex-
tending bent portion 0% Theshank d of the
head-rest is thus arranged in front of the up-
per end of the frame or standard B, and 18
movable with the rod or bar C' toward and
away from the laterally-extending portion 0°
of said frame or standard.

In the operation of my invention the seat
A is adjusted vertically toward or away from
the body-clampand is firmly held initsadjust-
ed position, the child is placed upon the seat
and its limbs are arranged on opposite sides
of the projection or arm ¢?, the child’s dress
is opened at the back, the clamping-arms are
inserted so as to be concealed by the dress and
suitably adjusted around its body and the
dress buttoned or closed to the normal posi-
tion. The head-rest is then adjusted verti-
cally, and the child is firmly and easily sup-
ported. The photographer or attendant can
then suitably arrange or drape the child’s
long dress, which produces a pleasing effect,
as it is supported by the rounded front edge

of the seat and extends downwardly there- |

from, so as to conceal the standard B.

The operation of my invention will be read-
ily perceived upon reference to the foregoing
description and the accompanying drawings,

and it will be particularly noted that it is
simple in construction, pleasing in appear-
ance, is economically manufactured, supports
the child positively and effectively, and is en-
tirely concealed from view when the exposure
is being made. It is evident, however, that
the exact construction and arrangement of
the parts of my photographic child’s support
may be somewhat varied without departing
from the spirit of my invention, and conse-
quently 1 do not herein limit myself to such
exact construction and arrangement.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. A photographic child’s support compris-
ing a single upright rod at the rear forming
a supporting-standard, a seat having a down-
turned front edge excepting an upturned pro-
jection or arm at the center of said front edge
which arm tapers from its base to its point,
an eye at the rear of the seat embracing said
rod, a set-secrew through the eye against the
rod, an eye formed in the upper end of the
rod and extending from front to rear, a body-

clamp comprising arms adjustably connected

with a single rod which extends through said
eye to the rear, and a set-screw in the eye, all
as and for the purposes set forth.

2. A photographic child’s support compris-
ing a single upright rod at the rear forming
a supporting-standard and having a rearward
bend in its body, a seat having an eye at its
rear embracing said rod below the bend there-
in, a set-screw through the eye against the
rod, an eye in the standard above its bend
and extending from front to rear, a body-
clamp comprising curved arms adjustably
connected with a single rod which extends
through said eye in the standard to the rear
and is itself formed with an upright eye for-
ward of the standard, a set-screw through the
eye in the standard, a head-rest supported by

a single upright shank which passes down

{hrough the upright eye, and a set-screw in
this eye, all as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto
signed my name, in the presence ol two at-
testing witnesses, at Syracuse, in the county
of Onondaga, in the State of New York, this
14th day of June, 1595,

CHARLES LA PREABSL.
Witnesses:
E. A. WEISBURG,
IH. I, CHASE.
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