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(No model )

To all whom it mayco’nce?n

Be it known that I, WILLIAM E. BAXTER,
of KFrankfort, in the county of Franklin and
State of Kentucky, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in a Convertible Table
and Kit-Case, of which the followmo 18 a speci-
fication.

My invention isa convertible t&ble a,nd kit

case or box, and has for an object to provide

a simple and inexpensive structure which

can be folded into form to seryve as a box or
case for the papers or booksof an army of-
ficer, to inclose the utensils comprising a kit
and the table legs and braces, or into f01111 to
serve as a flat or grass table or an elevated
table, as may be des1rec1, and the "invention

_conms’os in certain novel constructions, com-

bination and arrangements of parts, as will be
hereinafter desenbed, and pointed outin the
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a pelspe(*twe
view showing the box closed and fastened.
Fig.2 1s a pelspectlve view showing the table
erected. Ifig. 3 is a perspective view of the
box, the lid bemﬂ raised toshow the contents.
Fig. 4 is an inverted perspective view of -the
table. IFig. 5 18 a detail section on about line
55 of Fig. 2. Fig. 6 is a perspective view
showing the joint between the brace- bm' and
one palr of the crossed legs. Iig. 7 shows
the parts detached. Fig. 8 ilustr a,tes a modi-
fied form of such JOlIlt Fig. 9 1s a detail
perspective view showing 1.116 joint between
the table-top, the comer-qtmpg and the legs.
Fig. 10 is a detail bottom plan view of the
table-top, showing a different form of brace
therefor; and Fig. 11 is a detail perspective
view of the under side of a part of the table-
top.

The box or case is composed of the sections
A, B, C, and D, hinged together at their side
edge_s,.and which may for convenience of ref-
erence be referred to as the top A, bottom C,
front side D, rear side B, and the ends E.

The top 1s hinged to the upper edge of the
rear side B, such side B is hinged at its lower
edge to the rear edge of the bottom C, and
the front edge of the bottom C is hinged to
the lower edge of the front D. The edge of
the top A laps over the upper edge of the
front D and forms a square joint; but as the
hinge connections are arranged at the inner

| corners of the joints between parts A and B,

B and C, and C and D, in order that such

top, as presently more fully deseribed, it will |
be noticed that at such joints there are left
rectangular recesses F when the parts are
a,d,]usted to serve as a box. To fill these re-

cesses and thus protect the edges of the parts

A to D from being bruised or mamed 1 pro-
vide ﬁllmn*-stups G, which fit snun*ly in the
recesses If, and are provided at their ends
with spring-brackets g, which bind along the
ends of the front and back pieces and tend
to hold the strips to place. . They also, to-
gether with piéces 1, form metallic corner-
pleces for the box. These: strips & are thus
conveniently removable and are utilized as
braces for the table when the latteris set up,
as presently described, the spring bracketsor

tongues ¢ aiding in such Dbr acing, as will be

descrlbed

The ends K aresecured removably by means
of hooks e ther eon engaging fiush or counter-
sunk bearings ¢ on the sectwns B and D,
such ends also having dowel-pins e? fitting i in
sockets in the sides &nd the top and bottom
A and C.

When the parts A to D are adjusted as
shown in Fig. 3, they are held in form by the
hooks Whlch umte the ends to the front and
rear sides.
partsof the table serves to incase the so-called
“duffle” or kit. When the lid is closed it is
fastened by fastening-pieces 1 projecting from
the ends of said lid and perforated at X to en-

gage pins or studs 3 at the ends of the box.

In storing the articles in the box I usually
put in the main brace-bar H first and then

the legs I, disposing the parts in such man-

ner as to atford the greatest space for the
bucket, coffee-pot, and otherarticles not nec-
essary to mention and forming part of a well-

equipped camp-kit.

When the lid is lowered and secured by the
fastenings described or other suitable fasten-

parts may be folded out flat to form a table- 55
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In this form the box composed of -
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Ings, a sh&wl—stmp may be applied so it can

be conveniently carried, as will be under-
stood from Iig. 1.
When it is deSll ed to convert the box into

a table, its contents may be taken out, the

ends and filling-strips removed and the sec-
tions A to D turned into a common flat plane,
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The top brace J is composed of two strips,
one, J', of which is pivoted atitsmiddle to the
back B so it can be turned across the  joint
between the several sections of the top, and
preferably fits at its ends when so turned in
keepers J' on the parts A and D, as shown
most clearly in Fig. 4. The other strip, J*, is
pivoted concentrically with strip J' and is of
spring metal, and when turned, as shown in
Tig. 4, its ends catch under the edge strip or

filling-pieces and bind the same firmly up

against the table-top and so aid in bracing
such top. o

- InFig. 10Ishow asomewhat different form
of table-top brace, in which the stripsaresepa-

rate from the top, pivoted to cross eacl other

X shape, and the lower strip hasnear its ends

- slots J® and hooks J° the slots fitting over
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staples J7 on the table-top and the hooks en-
gaging such staples, as will be understood
from Fig. 10. In this form the brace-pieces
J* may also be used as shown.

At its ends the main brace-bar Il has mor-
tises II', the inner wall 2’ of which has a
socket 7? for the pin on the legs and the side
walls of which are provided with inwardly-
facing shoulders 72 and A!, the shoulders A’
being nearer to the end wall /i’ than the shoul-
ders-ht, and such shoulders /° and /* being
engaged respectively with the'inner and outer
legs to form a double lock to hold such legs in
connection with the brace-bar., The legs of
each pair are pivoted together nupon a pin II%
whose inner extended end fits in the socket
i? in the inner wall /i’ of the mortise H'.
This pin H?® is preferably a threaded bolt
turning through a nut H° embedded in.the
inner side of the inner leg, so the pin will op-
erate to secure the legs together.

In applying the legs they are first folded
parallel and alongside each other, and when
so adjusted are inserted in the mortise A’,
their serew H? entering the socket 2°. When
in the mortise, the legs are spread shear fash-
ion and their upper ends are secured to the
table-top by means of hooks II° on the legs
engaging flush or countersunk seats IH* on the
table-top.

In the outer sides of two of the legs are
formed notches H?, in which one of the strips
G is fitted. |

In Fig. 8 I show a modified construction of
the joint between the crossed legs and the
center brace, in which the shoulders in the
side walls of the mortise are omitted and a
hook is provided to secure said legs in the
mortise, the side walls of the mortise being
beveled, as shown. |

On the under side of the brace-bar H, 1
pivot centrally between its ends a spring-bar
L, having its ends L/ turned upward and en-

- tering sockets !’ in the under side of said bar
when the parts are in adjustment for pack-

ing. When the tableis set up, the spring-bar

L. is turned at right angles to bar H, and the
end pieces of the box are rested thereon, he-
ing held at their outer edges by the upturned

557,044

portions L' and secured at their inner edges
by suitable fastenings to the brace-bar. These
fastenings are preferably the hooks which
are employed to secure the box ends to the
side pieces, such hooks engaging suitable
bearings in the brace-bar, and the dowel-pins
on such ends entering the brace-bar steady
the ends in position. When so adjusted, as
shown in Fig. 2, the ends form convenient
shelves below the table-top to support any
object desired. -

The upper ends of the legs are mortised at
M and provided in said mortises with up-
wardly-projecting pins M. 'T'wo of the cor-
ner filling-strips are seated in the mortises
M, have sockets to receive the pins M', ex-
tend at their ends beyond the legs, and have
their end brackets or plates arranged to en-
ter sockets N in the under side of the table-
top. This construction, it will be seen, op-
erates in connection with the hooks which
fasten the legs to the table-top to form a firm,
secure fastening of legs and top and a brac-
ing of the latter, as will be understood from

Fig. 4. As shown in this figure, the plate J*

of the cross-brace for the table-top laps at
its ends below the two strips at aboutthe cen-
ter of the latter and presses them firmly up
against the top. |

It will be seen that all the hook-seats on
the inner side of the box-sections are flush—
that is to say, do not extend beyond the face
of the section and present no obstructions to
the filling of the box when the same 1s used
as a receptacle for the various articles com-
prised in the duffle of a camp-kit or other arti-
cle it is desired to store.

It will be noticed that thelegs do not stand
vertically, but spread outward from their up-
per to their lower ends each way, thus in-
creasing the steadiness of the table when
erected.

The construction of the table-top of hinged
sections and detachable ends, the strips to
fill the spaces between the hinged edges of
the sections when adjusted to form a box, the
construction of such filling-pieces with end
plates, the X-shape top brace shown in Ifig.
10, and the lid-fastening straps and studs
shown herein form a part of the subject-mat-
ter of aseparate application for patent, Serial
No. 548,027. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a convertible box and table the com-
bination of the sections forming the sides,
top and bottom of the box and hinged to-
gether, the box ends detachably connected
with the other box-sections and the legs pro-
vided with devices whereby to secure and
support such sections and ends when the ap-
paratus is adjusted for use as a table sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. The combination in an apparatus sub-
stantially as described of the main brace-bar

| provided in its ends with mortises the crossed
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legs fitted insaid end mortises and fastenings
by which to secure said legs in the mortises
of the brace-bar substantially as set forth.

3. In an apparatus substantially as de-
scribed the main brace-bar provided with
end mortises and having longitudinal sockets
at the inner ends of said mortises and the
crossed legs fitted at their crossing in said
mortises and provided with pins extending
into the longitudinal sockets and means
whereby said legs are held in said sockets
substantially as and forthe purposessetforth.

4, In an apparatus substantially” as de-
scribed, the main brace-bar having end mor-
tises the side walls of which are formed with.
stop-shoulders combined with the crossed
legs pivoted together and adapted to be in-
serted when closed in the end mortises of the
brace-bar and be spread into position to en-
gage the stop-shoulders thereof substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

5. In an apparatus substantially as de-
scribed the combination of the folding table-
top, the legs therefor the main brace-bar con-
necting said legs the strips connecting the
upper ends of the legs and held by the latter
to the table-top and fastenings connecting
the legs at their upper ends to the table-top
substantially as set forth.

6. In an apparatus substantially as de-

- seribed the combination of the table-top, the

legs, the strips connecting the legs and se-
cured by the latter to the table-top and hav-
g portions interlocking with the table-top
and fastenings by which the legs may be se-
cured to the top substantially as set forth.

7. In an apparatus substantially as de-
scribed the combination of the main brace-
bar having end mortises the inner walls of
which have longitudinal sockets and the side
walls stop-shoulders and the crossed legs hav-
ing pins to enter said sockets and arranged
to spread 1nto position to abut the stop-shoul-
ders substantially as set forth.

8. In an apparatus substantmlly as de-—

scribed the combination of the main brace-

bar having end mortises and having longi-

tudinal soekets at the inner ends of saad

mortises the legs fitted at their er 08s1ngs in
sald mortises, threaded pins or bolts passed
through such crossed legs and extended to en-
ter the sockets at the ends of the mortises and
nuts threaded on the bolts whereby the latter
tend to secure the legs together substantially
as set forth.

9. In an apparatus substantially as de-
scribed, the combination of the table-top, the
folding legs, fastenings securing the upper
ends of said legs to the top, the strips con-
necting the tops of the legs and having por-
tions engaging posnlvely with the table- -top
all substantially as and for the purposes set
forth.

10. The combination of the jointed table-
top the brace therefor thelegs,the main brace-
bar connecting the legs at about their mid-
dles and the top strips connecting the upper

substantially as set forth.

| ends of the legs and having portions engag-

1ng posttively with the table-top substantially

1 as and for the purposes set forth.

11. The convertible table and box or case
herein described consisting of the jointed sec-
tions forming the table-top, the end sections

the top-brace,the crossed legshaving notches,

the filling-strips forming corner-pieces for the
box and fitted to the notches of the legs and
the brace-bar all substantially as and for the

- purposes set forth.

12. Ina convertible table and box, the com-
bination with the sides, top and bottom form-
ing the table-top the legs supporting such top,
the main brace extended between the legs,
the box ends and devices by which to secure
such ends to the main brace all substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

13. The combination with the sections form-
ing the table-top, of the legs having mortises
in their upper ends, the strips fitting in such
mortises and having at their ends portions
engaging with the table-top and fastenings
securing the legs detachably to the table-top

14. The combination with the sections
forming the table-top, the legs and the strips
held removably against the under gside of the
top of the brace-piece held at its middle to
the table-top and bearing atits ends under the
connecting-strips, substantla,lly as set forth.

15. The combination of the table-top, the
legs, the main brace, a bar pivoted between
its ends to the main brace and adapted to be
turned at right angles thereto the pieces sup-
ported on said pivoted barand fastenings for
such pieces substantially as set forth.

16. The combination with the sectional ta-

ble-top of the strips fitted against the under
side of said top lapping the joints of the sec-
tions and provided with angular end pieces
entering sockets in the table-top and means
for securing the said strips to the table—top,
Substantlally as set forth.

17. The combination of the sectional ta,ble—

top, the strips lapping the joints of said top,
the legs holding said strips tightly to the top
and fastenings by which to secure such legs
detachably to the top all substantially as and
for the purposes set forth. . -

18. The combination of the table-top, the
legs having notches in their upper ends and
pins at the base of such notches the strips
seated in sald notches and having openings
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receiving the pins and provided at thelr ends

with progeetm plates entering notches in the
table-top and the fastenings securing such
legs to the table-top substa,ntially as set forth.

19. In a convertible table and box or case
the combination of the table-top, the folding
legs, the strips held by such legs to the table-
top, the fastenings connecting the legs to the
table-top, the main brace, the box ends and
devices securing said box ends to the main
brace substa,ntmlly as set forth.

20. The combination with the table-top aﬂld

the main brace of the folding legs spreading
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“into locking contact with the brace and fas- | keepersand asecond section crossing the first,
tenings by which said legs are secured fo the | the folding support and fastenings securing 1o
table-top, substantially as set forth. such support detachably to the top substan-

21. In aconvertible box and table the com- | tially as set forth. o
5 bination with the jointed sections adapted to WILLIAM E. BAXTER.
be flattened out to form a table-top and pro- Witnesses: |
vided with keepers, the brace pivoted to the - D. W. LINDSEY, Jr.,
table-top and having a section engaging said ~ JOHN IB. LINDSEY.
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