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To all whom it may concern: |

Be 1t known that I, SToCKTON BORTON, a
citizen of the United States, at present resid-
ing at Providence, Rhode Island, have in-
vented Improved Edging for Lace, of which
the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to produce
with speed and economy an edging on lace or
similar open-work goods which will be at once
durable, neat, attractive and in harmony with
the work of which the body of the goods is
composed. |

In the manufacture of lace as usually car-

- ried on edgings have been applied by trim-
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ming the lace by hand to the desired outline
and then sewing onto this trimmed edge a
binding of tape. This results in the produc-
tion of an edging which is neither neat, at-
tractive nor in harmony with the character of
the goods to which the tape binding isapplied.

In carrying out my invention I apply to the
edge of the goods one or more cords, so as to
cover and bridge over the open spaces and
bind together the loose ends left on the edge
of the open-work lace, particularly when the
latter has been cut or trimmed. Thereis thus
formed along the edge of the lace by the cord
or cords a continuous body of material, to
which I apply an overseam - stitch. This
stitch will pass over the cord or cords or the
main parts thereof and through the lace, upon
which the cord or cords will thus be firmly
bound down by the stitching,so that the stitch-
ing and cord or cords cannot be pulled out in
ordinary use. I prefer to use two or three
cords, one or two being laid above and one
below the edge of the lace, the stitches em-
bracing the cords and binding and hiding the
ragged edges of the lace between them and

producing a finished edging equally good on

both faces.

The overseam-stitch may be producedin va-
rious ways and by various means, as by means
of an overseaming sewing-machine having a
looper in connection with a needle to form a
true °‘overseam-stitch” over the edge of the
goods, or by means of asewing-machine hav-
ing a vibrating needle, for instance, to form
what i1s commonly termed a ‘‘zigzag?” stitch,
but which in the finished article will be in the
nature of an overseam-stitch. It will be un-

| derstood, therefore, that in this speeiﬁcation

I use the term “overseam?” in a sufficiently
general sense to referto any stitch in the na-

ture of an overseam, and torefer to any stiteh- 55

Ing mechanism which will produce a stitch in
the nature of an overseam, and whether one

or more threads be used in the production of
such stiteh.

In the practical carrying out of my inven- 6o

tion I prefer to cut or trim the edge of the
lace simultaneously with the application of
the cords and the overseaming, but a little in
advance of the stitching.

The view in the accompanying drawing will 63

sufficiently illustrate my improved edging and

‘the manner of producing the same.

It will be readily understood that the edge
of the lace, particularly when it is trimmed
or cut to the scalloped or other outline suiting
the pattern, is very ragged, with open spaces
and loose ends; but by laying over thisirregu-
lar and spaced edge a cord or cords, such as
X, a regular continuous line of material is
provided with sufficient body to form over or
upon 1t and the lace the overseam-stitch Y,
giving a neat and durable edging to the lace
and one which harmonizes in its general char-
acter and appearance with the goods them-
selves. |

In practice I prefer to use at least two cords
X and X', one laid above and one below the
cutb edge of the lace, and in many cases it will
be well to use two upper cords, X, side by side,
as well as one below. |

For the more complete understanding of my
invention I would explain that in practice
I can produce my improved lace-edging by
means of the overseaming sewing-machine for
which a patent was granted to me, in conjunc-
tion with Charles H. Willcox, April 5, 1892,
No. 472,095, provided with trimming mechan-
iIsm and with means to guide the cords X X'

Into position above and below the cut edge of
the lace.

As the lace isfed into the machine the trim-
mers will trim off the surplus edge of the lace
a little In advance of the sewing, as at s, and
the cords X X' will be laid across the open.
spaces and loose ends of the edge of the lace
on both faces, and the overseaming-stitches

| Y will be made over the body thus provided,
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binding the cords to the otherwise loose frail
edge and clamping and hiding the latter he-
tween the cords and producing a finished edg-
mg equally good on both faces and in har-
mony with the work of which the body of the
goods is composed. |

I claim as my invention—

1. As a new article of manufacture, lace-
edging having one or more cords laid across
the open spaces and loose ends at the edge of
the lace and overseam-stitches binding such
cord or cords in place, substantially as de-
sembed

As a new article of 111&11111?&0&11‘6, lace-
edgmg having a trimmed edge, one or more

cords laid across the open spaces and loose |
ends of said cut edge and overseam-stitches

556,300

bhinding such cord or cords in place, substan-

ually as described.

As a new article of nmnufactme, la.ce-
edfmw having one or more cords laid across
the open spaccs and loose ends at the edge
of the lace on each face thereof, and over-
seam-stitches binding such cords in place and
clamping the edge of the lace between them,
substantially as dGSCl‘leQ

In testimony whereof I have sicned my
uame to 1111..5 '%peuﬁcamon in the presence of

S"I“OCKTON BORTON.
Witnesses: |
CHAS. L. SMITH,
CLIFTORD S. TOWER.
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