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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE D. BATEMAN,

OF PINCKNEYVILLE, ILLINOIS.

STOVEPIPE-GOUPL‘ING.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 556,174, dated March 10, 1896,

Application filed July 22 1895, Serial No, 556,697,

(No model,)

To all whom it ma Y CONCErT:

Be it known that I, GEORGE D. BATE'\IAN
of the city of Plllekneyvﬂle Perry eountv,

- State of Illinols, have invented certain new
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and useful Impr ovements in Stovepipe-Coup-
lings, of which the following is a full, clear,
:-md emct description, reference bemn* had to
the accompanying drawings, forminﬂ" a part
hereot. -

My invention relates to a Stoveplpe coup-
ling, and 1s an improvement on a stovepipe-
coupling shown and described in my appli-
cation, Serial No. 526,552, filed October 22,
1894 ; and it consists in the novel construction,
combination and arrangement of parts here-
inatter described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1l is a view in per-
spective of my complete device. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal sectional view of my improved
device, the same being in position upon the
meeting ends of two lengths of stoveplpe
F1g. 3 1s across-sectional view taken appr OXI-
mately on the indicated line 833 of Fig. 1.
I'ig. 4 is a view in perspective of a lever of
wh-_ich I make use in carrying out my inven-
tion. Hig. 5 is an éenlarged sectional view
taken approximately on theindicated line 5 5
of Iig. 4. Iig. 6 is a side elevation showing
the device in practical use upon the meeting
ends of stovepipe-lengths.

Referring by numerals to the accompany-
mmg drawings, 1 indicates the body portion of
a ratchet-plate of which I make use, the same
being preferably castin rectangularform and
provided near oneend with one or more aper-
tures 2, suitable for the reception of rivets

- used 1n securing sald plate upon the receiv-
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ing end of a length of stovepipe. Formed
integral with and extending upwardly from
the sideedges of the plate 1 are the walls 3,
the same having outwardly-turned forward
ends 4. On the face of the plate 1, between
these side walls 3, is formed integral a series
of teeth 5, between which are formed notches
6.  Running longitudinally through the cen-
ter of this series of teeth 18 a groove 7. The

ratchet- -plate 1 1s neeessa,lﬂy transversely
curved in order to fit the curved surface of

the length of stovepipe on which it is located.

8 indieates the latceh, comprising the base
9, having therein one or more rivet-holes 10,
and formed integral with said base 9 but in

a plane above tlie same 1is a spring-body 11,
the outer end of which is constructed with a
hook 12 of such a size as that it will engage
In any one of the notches 6. Passing through
the spring-body 11 adjacent said hook 12 is a

slot 13.

14 indicates a lever, the same Dbeing pro-
vided with a head 15, a portion 16 of which is
made considerably wider than is the body
portion, and the same 1s also wider than the
slot 13 in the spring-body 11. This lever 14

18solocated as that the handle or body portion

thereof extends along the outer face of the
spring-body 11, while the head 15 passes
through the slot 13 and the widened portion
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16 of smd head 1s located on the inner face

of said spring-body.

When stovepipe-lengths have been prop-
erly fitted with the ratchet-plates 1 and
latches, and sald stovepipe-lengths are fitted
together, the hooks 12 of the spring-bodies
11 will engage in the notches 6 between the
teeth 5. When the hook 1s so engaged, the

-widened portion 16 of the head 15lies directly

in the groove or passage-way7. Asside walls
3 are formed on the plate 1, and as said side
walls are such a distance apart as that the
spring-body 11 will just enter between said
sides, all lateral movement of the meeting
ends of the stovepipe 1is entirely prevented,
and as the body 11 is made of resilient ma-
terial the hook 12 on the end thereof will al-
ways remain in engagement with one of the
notches until 1t is desired to unfasten the de-
vice to separate the lengths of stovepipe. -
It is intended that the couplings, as shown
and described, be placed uponthe under sides

ot the lengths of horizontally-arranged stove-
pipe, and when this is done it will readily be

seen that although there be weight applied
on the pipe said couplings will hold said pipe
in a perfectly horizontal plane, and the ends
thereof will be efficiently locked together.
When it 1s desired to separate lengths of
stovepipe having my coupling applied there-
to, the operator engages the end of the lever
14 and draws the same downwardly and into
the position shown by dotted lines in Ifig. 2.

In so doing the squared edge of the widened

portion 16 will engage against the inner face
of the body 11 adjacent the slot 13, and the
end of the head 15 acting as a cam against
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the outer face of the plate 1 will draw the
outer end of the body 11 dmvnwm*dly info the
position shown by dotted lines in I1g. 2, or
sufficiently far to disengage the hook 12 from
the notech 6 in which it has been located.
The lengths of pipe may now be disengaged,
and when so done the body 11 and lever 14
will resume their normal positions.

A pipe-coupling of my improved construc-
tion is extremely simple, durable, and 1mex-
pensive, is self-adjusting, may be casily ma-
nipulated while separating the lengths of
stovepipe, and rivets, or suspending-wires or-
dinarily used in hanging and making con-
nections in stovepipes are dispensed with.

I elaim—

1. In a stovepipe- couplm o, a ratchet-plate
fixed upon the receiving end of a length of
stovepipe, a sprin g-—plat.e havinga ho oked end
fixed upon the inserting end of the length of
stovepipe, and a lever arranged in the spring-

plateto disengage the hook on the end thereol

from between the teeth of the ratehet- -plate.

2. In a stovepipe-coupling, a spring-plate
]MVIH” a central slot 13, a hook at one end of

sald pl::bte and the omjocnte end of said plate
eonsbnwted to be fixed upon the inserting
end of a length of stovepipe, a ratchet- plfwe
consiructed “to be fixed upon the receiving
end of a length of stovepipe, and a lever se-
cured to the “said spring-plate and adapted to
pass through the said slot for the purpose of
dl‘:ﬁ]l”“l“l]]"‘ the hooked cnd of said spring-
plate From said ratchet- -plate, substantially
as herein specified.

In testimony whereofl 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE D. BATEMAN.

Y ltl‘_lBSS@S :
JNO. J. KING,
B. F. MoNTAGUIL.
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