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To all whom it may conceri:

- Be it known that I, LOUIS MESSER, of New
York city, New York, have invented an Im-
proved Frame for Pocket-Books and Similar
Articles, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to a frame for pock-
et-books, satchels, purses and similar articles,
and more particularly to the means for limit-
ing the play of the catch.

By my improvement the play of the catch

is determined by a looped spring that pro-

jects into the hollow of the jaw and engages
opposite faces thereof during the extreme po-
sitions of the cateh. |

- In the accompanying drawings, Iigure 1 1s
a perspective view of my improved frame;
IFig. 2, an elevation, partly in section, of jaw
a; I‘ln 3, a cross-section of the frame on line
3 3, Flﬂ. , and showing the catch closed;
Fig. 4, a cross -section of jaw a, showing the
catch open; Kig. 5, a cross-section of “such
jaw on line 5 5, Fig. 2; Fig. 6, a detall per-
spective view of the central part of jaw a;
Fig. 7, a similar view showing the position of
the spring when the catch is open; Fig. §, a

similar view showing the position of the
spring when the (,at(,h is closed; Fig. 9, a per-

spective view of the tubular 110[181]]*3" b. Figs.
10,11, 12, and 13 show the catch d in success-
we Staﬂ‘es of m&nufacbure

The 1ettels a ¢ represent the two pivotally-
connected U-shaped jaws orframes of a pock-
et-book, satchel, purse or similar article.
Along the upper ed o¢ of jaw a there extends
a tubular housing b that contains a wire
This housmﬂ‘ is attached to the
jaw a by means of lugs I or in other manner.
The wire spring ¢ passes from the housing
through the pivoted catch or finger-piece d
and thus constitutes a sprmﬂ'-hmﬂe for Csnch
catech. The rear edge of the cateh is rolled
around the wire spring, Fig. 13, and 1s proO-
vided with a slot d’, throunh which & loop ¢,
formed on the wire, is free to pass. This 1001)
enters through a siot a?, Figs. 6 to 8, into the
interior chamber e formed between the mem-
bers of the U-shaped jaw a. In forming the
slot a¢® the metal of the jaw a« is forced out-

ward in front of the slot, so as to form a
bulged wall or nose ¢® and a small chamber
back of such wall that communicates with
the chamber e. In this way the loop ¢
though projecting into the hollow of the jaw,
has a sufficient backward and forward play.

When: the cateh is opened, Ifigs. 4 and 7,
the front of the loop ¢’ will strike or engage

the inner side of the nose ¢® and prevent the

catch from being opened beyond the proper
angle. When the catech is closed, Ifigs. 3 and
S, the rear of the loop will strike 01 engage
the rear edge of slot a®, and thus prevent the
catch from deseending beyond its proper a1
gle. Thus it will be seen that the loop ¢
Timits the play of the catch in both directions

- in a most simple and effective manner, so,

that no additional stops whatever are neces-
sary to prevent the catch from bemﬂ dislo-
cated.

The housing b may be made single, Fig. 5,
or double, Fig. 9, for the sake of embellish-
ment. The catch d is made from a flat slot-
ted plate, Fig. 10, which is first upset along
one edge, Flt 11 to form the hook and 1is
then 1olled around the wire spring ¢, Kigs. 12
Lnd 13, in such a manner as to cause the loop
¢’ to proaect through the slot d'.

My improved frame is of simple construc-
tion and is at the same time not liable to get
out of order by wear.

- What I claim is——

1. A frame for pocket-books and similar
articles, having a slotted hollow jaw, a catch
orfinger-piece mounted thereon and arranged
to engage the opposite jaw when closed to
lock the frame, and a spring actuating sald
catch and prov 1ded with a projection, 1 10'1dly
connected with said catch so as to vibrate
therewith, passing through the slot into the
interior of said jaw so as to be concealed
thereby, and adapted to impinge against the
inner sides of the jaw to limit the vibratory
movement of the cateh in either direction,
substantially as described.

2. A frame for pocket-books and similar
articles, having a slotted hollow jaw, which
is bulged outwardly in front of the slot, a
catch or finger-piece, mounted on said jaw,

50

55

60

70

75

8o

Q0

95




o

arranged to engage the opposite jaw when
closed to lock the frame, and a spring actuat-
ing said catch and provided with a projec-
tion passing through the slot into the inte-
5 rior of said jawso asto be concealed thereby
and adapted to impinge against the innerside
of the jaw and of the bulged portion to limit
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the vibratory movementof the cateh in cither
direction, substantially as described.

I.OUIS MESSER.
Withesses: -
WILLIAM SCHULZ,
If, v. BRIESEN.
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