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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, ALFRED J. SHIPLEY
and THEOPHILUS R. HYDE, Jr., citizens of the
United States, residing at W &telbmy in the

5 county of New Haven and State of Connecti-
cut, have invented a certain new and useful
Imp1 ovement 1n Car-Seals, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a full, clear, and exaet description.

Om invention consists of a car or baggage

1o seal constructed with embossed recesses to
receive the bow or shackle, which has one of
1ts ends adapted to engage a spring-cateh con-
cealed within the dlsk and 1ts other end inter-
locked with an embossed portion of the seal.
Inthe accompanying drawings, illustrating
our Invention, in the several views of W‘hl(jh
like parts are similar ly designated, Figure 1 is
a rearperspective view. F1 0. 2isan elevatmn
with one plate of the seal removed Fig. 3,
20 a rear elevation of the eomplete and sealed
device shown in part in Fig. 2. Tig. 4 isan
elevation of the shackle demched, .m:ld Fig. 5
18 an interior elevation of the face-plate used
1n the device shown in Figs. 2 and 3. TFig. 6
25 18 a transverse section of a modification of the
seal-disk, but omitting the shackle; and Fig.
7 1S an 111tel 101 elevatlon of a IHOdlﬁOFLLlOII

The bow or shackle ¢ may be of any ap-

proved material, but we prefer in the form
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30 shown to use a Shackle of round or flat wire,

and in the case of round wire the ends will be
flattened, and one end b of thisshackle is pro-
vided with the noteh ¢, while the other end is
beveledat d and pr ovided with the notch e, all

35 for purposes presently appearing.
The seal 1s composed of a back plate 7 of
sheet metal, struck up to form a central in-
ward projection or boss g, on opposite sides of
~ which are guideways or channels % %/, and
40 these ways or channels stand out from the
level of the back plate fto an extent about
~equal to the thickness of the ends of the
shackle. "The upper portion of this outward
projectionisprovided with slots 2, correspond-
45 ing in dimensions with the width and thick-
ness of the shackle, so that when the shackle
is fitted therein there will be no opportunity
for the insertion of an instrument or imple-
ment within the seal along the shackle. A

allienle.

spring-catch j is supported within the recess 5o
in the seal to engage the notch e of the free
end of the shackle when said free end is in-
serted through the opening < into the back
plate and pr essed home into its recess. The
back plate f is combined with a face-plate %, 3
which may be a disk of sheet metal, such as

tin, having its rim bent or spun over on the

b’tck plate 1n any approved manner, or the
back plate may be similar ly joined to the Tace-
plate. |

Nonecessity exists for compressing the seal
in order to form a permanent union between
the seal and the shackle, but of course the seal
may be compressed about the shackle when
applied, 11 desired. .

The channel £ is provided with a boss I to
interlock with the complemental notch ¢in the
shaekle, ;:md in the form of shackle shown
in Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 7 the ends of the said
shackle are narrower than the body and en- 5o
ter holes in the seal of couesl)ondmﬂ cli-
mensions, so that a shoulder m is left above

each end which overhangs the openings and

thereby excludes the possibility of the enter-
ing of an implement between the shackle and 43
1ts fastening for purposes of fraudulently dis-
connecting the seal and shackle. This con-
struction, however, may be replaced by that
shown in Fig. 1, either in round or flat wire.
The further security of the sealing may be 8o
achieved by countersinking the f&ee-p1ate, as
in Kigs. 5 and 6, to mateh the projections in
the back plate. We have shown alsoin Fig.
7, 1n. connection with this form of sha,ekle, a
seal wherein the spring has its end free and 85
capable of a downward movement so as to
yvield to permit the insertion of the shackle
and then to spring into the notch e in such end
to lock the shackle in place. In all these
forms of our invention itis designed that the co
channels or guides for the shackle within the
seal shall be of such dimensions as to admit
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ot one thickness of shackle only, and hence

should the shackle be broken in fraudulent
tampering with the seal it will be 1mp0881b18 0 5
to insert a second piece of wire.

When the shackle has been entered in the
seal or disk until its notch or notches is or
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are engaged by the spring, 1t is clear that the

union of the twoils inseparable, excepting by
the utter destruction of the whole device.
Various forms of springs and their receiv-

Ing-recesses may be used, but we esteem as

requisites of our invention that the shackle
and seal should be permanently united by an
interlocking boss and notch on the seal and
shackle respectively and that the free end of
the shackle should be engaged by a spring con-
cealed within the seal and adapted to spring
into and permanently engage a notch in such
end of the shackle.

The drawings illustrate the principle of our
mvention, but many modifications of con-
structions obviously are within the said prin-
ciple and are meant to be included 1n the claim
hereof. |

556,029

What we claim is—

A car-seal composed of a seal or disk and a 20

bow or shackle having one end permanently
secured to the seal bv means of an interlock-
ing boss and notch in the seal and shackle

respectively, and the other end barbed or

notched and engaged by aspring-catch formed
independently of the shackle and seal, and
arranged within the seal, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set

our hands this 22d day of August, A. D. 1894, 30

ALFRED J. SIHHIPLEY.
THEOPHILUS R. HYDE, Jr.

Withesses:
M. L. SPERRY,
HENRY F'EHL.
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