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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Joun H. MORSE ot
Kansas City, W’yandotte county, Kansas, and
WINSLOW R. PARSONS, of Chicago, eounty of
Cook, State of Illinois, have mveuted certain

new and usetul Improvements in Turfing Im-.

plements, of which the following is a full

clear, and exact deser iption, 1efelenee bemg

had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part hereof.

Our invention relates to implements used

in that class of embroidery-work known as
Cturfing,” such embroidery consisting of a

succession of loops of any suitable thr ead

raised upon the surface of the fabric so em-
broidered.

Our invention relates more par tluﬂm ly to
ng implements in which a
needle having an eye near or at its point is
inserted by hand through the fabric from its

‘back and successively wmthdmwn so as to

form the turfing-loops.

Theobjectsof ourinvention are,first, to pro-
duce a turfing 1mplement which shall be more
simple and less expensive and at the same
time more durable in construetion than de-
vices of this kind heretofore produced; sec-
ondly, to produce a turfing implement which,
1n addition to the advanmﬂ'es above enumer-
ated, shall be direct and positive in its ac-
tion, easy to manipulate, and composed of
but Gompm atively few moving parts, whereby
the wear of the implement shall be reduced
to the minimum, and its usefulness shall be
oreatly augmented.

To the a;bove purposes our invention con-
sists in certain peculiar and novel features
of construction and arrangement, as herein-
after deseribed and claimed.

Kigure 1 is an inverted perspective view of
a tmﬁnﬂ‘ implement embodying our inven-
tiom. I‘w 2 18 a longitudinal section of the
same on the line 2 2 of Iig. 1 Fig. 3 is a
longitudinal section of the same on the line
3 3 of Fig. 1. Tig. 4is a cross-section of the
same on the line 4 4 of Iig. 1. Fig. 51is a de-

tached perspective view of the hollow plug

for carrying the needle and guiding the stir-
rup-bar. Fig.

'Oper'ations;

0 18 a detaehed perspective -

view of - Lhe Stulup-bar or 10(31{111@ device.

IFFig. 7 1s an inverted perspective view of g
modified form of our turfing implement. Fig.

8 is a longitudinal section of the same on the
line 8 8 of Fig. 7. Kig. 9 is a.cross-section of
the same on the line 9 9 of Kig. 7. Fig. 10 is
a detached inverted perspectwe view iof the
modified form of stirrup-bar used in the im-
plement shown in Fig. 7, and also a detached
perspective view of a modlﬁed form of nee-
dle-carrying and stirrup-bar-guiding plug
used in the implement shown in F]ﬂ 7, IFig.

11 18 a side elevation of the 1mplement shown
i Fig.

- Fig. 12 is a deta,ehed inverted
perspective view of a skeleton form of the
stirrup-bar shown in Fig. 6. Fig. 13 is a de-
tached inverted perspective view of a skele-
ton form of the stirrup-bar shown in Fig. 10.

Referring first to the construction shown
in Kigs. 1 to 6, inclusive, 1 designates the
h&ndle of our tmﬁnﬂ* 11'1:1pleme11t the said
handle being eonstlueted of wood, hard rub-

ber, metal, or any other suitable 1"igid. mate-

rial.
ternal diameter at its middle and is graduall

As shown, the handle is of greatest ex-

thermore, said handle is shown as bemg per-
fectly plain externally.
understood that this precise external contour
and formation of the handle 1 may be varied
and the handle ornamented in any suitable
manner, as desired, without departing from
the essential spirit of our invention. A bore

2 extends longitudinally through the center

of the handle 1, and said bore is preferably
of uniform diameter throughout its length,
but may be otherwise, if desired, as herein-
atter explained. Into one.end of this hore 2
1s 1nserted a short tubular plug 8, which may
be of metal, hard rubber, Wood or of any
other smtable rigid mater 1&1, and Lhe channel
of whichis of eons1delab1y less diameter than
the channel or bore of the handle 1. The

surface of the channelof this plug 3is formed
with two grooves or recesses 4, which are
placed oppositely from each othér, and each
of which extends throughout the 1enﬂth of the
A third’ groove 5 is also folmed upon

plug.

Yy 75
tapered toward its 0pp051te ends, .f:md far-

However, it is to be
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7, and illustrating its loop-forming
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the surface of the channel of plug 3 and also

extends throughout the length of the chan-
nel, and the plug is, futhermore, formed with

aninternally-screw-threaded opening 6,which
is located directly opposite the groove 5 and
which extends transversely through the side
of the plug. The third groove 5 receives and
forms a socket for the butt-end of a needle 7,
which is of any usual form of sewing-needle.
9 designates a set-screw, which passes trans-
versely through one side of the end of the
handle 1 at a point opposite from the groove
5, and the externally-screw-threaded stem of
which works in the opening 6, while the inner
end of said stem impinges upon the butt-end
of the needle 7, and thus securely retainssaid
needle in stationary position in its groove 4.
Longitudinally through the bore of the han-
dle 1 extends a stirrup-bar 10, which is pref-
erably of sheet metal, but which may be of
any suitable rigid material. As shown 1n
I'ig. 6, the body portion of this stirrup-bar 1s
of flat, narrow, or strip-like form, and at one
end this body portion is turned at right an-
gles, forming a stirrup 11, the said stirrup be-
ing formed with a longitudinal slot 12. Near
this end said bar is formed with a longitudi-
nal slot 13. The opposite end of this bar 10
1s formed with a head or finger-piece 14,which
extends also at right angles from the bar, and
near . this head or finger-piece said bar is

formed with two lateral extensions 15, which

are located precisely opposite from each other
and which converge toward each other in seg-
mental form.

If the stirrup-bar is formed of sheet metal
the blank from which it is constructed pre-
sents the appearance shown in Fig. 6—that
1s to say, the extensions 15 and head 14 ex-
tend 1n flat form, as shown in solid lines, and
are subsequently bent or stamped upward
Into their required positions, as shown in
dotted lines.

When the implement is in use it is prefer-
ably held so that the needle shall point nearly

- vertically downward, and for convenience of

50

55
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description, therefore, that end of the handle
1 into which the needle is inserted will be
called the ‘“‘lower” end. Now the stirrup-bar
1sso placed that its stirrup protrudeslaterally
at the lower end of the handle, while the fin-
ger-plece or head 14 protrudes similarly from
the upper end of thehandle. When the needle
is in proper position it projects through the
slot 12 of the stirrup, while the stem of the
retaining-screw projects through the slot 13.
The extensions 15 lie within the upper end of
the bore of the handle 1, and within this bore
18 placed a spiral spring 16, which surrounds
the body portion of the stirrup-bar, and the

lower end of which impinges upon the inner

end of the plug 3, while the upper end of
sald spring impinges beneath the inner ends
of the extensions 15. The tendency of the
spring 16 1s thus to retain the stirrup-bar re-
tracted, or in 1ts uppermost position.

556,019

Referring now to IKigs. 7-to 11, inclusive,
we will deseribe certain modifications of the
implement above described, but which do not
involve any departure from the essential spirit
of the invention. In this instance the tubu-
lar plug 3 is dispensed with and the lower end
of the spring 16 impinges upon an annular
shoulder 17 in the lower end of the handle,
said shoulder being formed by reducing the
diameter of the lower end of the bore of the
handle throughout a suitable distance. At
its upper end a stirrup-baris formed with the
extensions 15, as before. described, and the
spring 16 in this. instance presses, as before,
beneath the inner ends of sald extensions, 8o
as to retain the stirrup-bar in elevated or re-
tracted position.
3 this implement is provided with a closed
plug 18, (see Fig. 10,) which is of metal, hard
rubber, or other suitable rigid material. T'his
closed plug is shown as of approximately T
form in cross-section—that is to say, 1t 1S

formed upon one side with a lateral extension

19, which transversely is of less width than
the body portion of the plug, and which ex-
tends throughout the length of said plug, as
is clearly shown in Kig. 10. The outer sides
of the body portion and extension are of seg-
mental form and the total diameter of the
plug corresponds with the internal diameter
of the bore at the lower end of the handle.
The two opposite sides of the extension 19
are concaved or recessed toward each other so
as to form two oppositely-disposed grooves or

| recesses, as 20, for a purpose to be hereinafter

explained, and through the body portion of
the plug is formed a longitudinal channel 21
to receive the butt of the needle 7. An in-
ternally-serew-threaded socket 22 is formed
transversely through the extension 19 about
midway of the length thereof and opens at
its inner end into the channel 21. Into this
transverse socket enters the stem of the set-
screw 9, and the needle 7 being in position the
inner end of the screw-stem Impinges upon

the butt of the needle, and thus retains said

needle securely in stationary posttion.

The body portion 10 of the stirrup-bar 1is
in this instance formed at its lower end with
a longitudinal slot 23, which preferably
tapers gradually at its lower end, forming a
cross-bar 25 at the lower end of the bar and
into the upper end of which slot opens a
longitudinal extension-slot 24. In all other
respects this stirrup-bar is similar in form to
the stirrup-bar previously deseribed, it being
observed that the lower end of the bar is In
this instance not bent at right angles, as
before. In this instance the side of the slot
23 embraces the extension 19 of the plug, and
works in the grooves or recesses 20 above de-
scribed, while the cross-bar 25 extends directly
across the lower end of the plug.

Before describing in detail the operation of
the turfing implement we will describe the
two skeleton forms of the stirrup-bars.

In lieu of the tubular plug
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Referring first to Fig. 12, a skeleton stir-
rup-bar i1s shown which is adapted to be used
in the implement shown in IFigs. 1 and 3.
Thig skeleton stirrup-baris formed of a single
piece of steel wire or other wire possessing
the mnecessary strength and rigidity. The
middle portion 26 of this wire is of straight
form, while its upper end is bent to form a
circular loop 27, which serves the purpose of
the head or finger-piece 14. Below the loop
27 the wire is again bent to form a similar
circular loop 28, which serves the purpose of
the extensions 15, the upper end of the spring
16 being designed to press upon said loop.
Near its lower end the wire is bent laterally,
as at 29, and below the bend the wire is car-
ried on in straight form to the lower end of
the wire. At its lower end the wire is bent
outwardly and then inwardly, so as to form a
loop 30, which correspondsin function to the
stirrup 11. - The wire is then bent upwardly
upon itself, so as to extend against the side

~ of the lower part of the main part of the wire
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for a short distance. The wire is then bent
laterally, as at 31, and the extremity of the
wire 18 then soldered or otherwise secured to
the main part of the wire. It will be seen
that the bends 29 and 31 form a loop which
corresponds to the slot 13.

In IFig. 13 we have shown a skeleton form
of the stirrup-bar which is adapted for use

in the implement shown in Figs. 7, 8, and 11.

T'his skeleton bar is likewise formed of steel
wire or of other wire possessing the required
strength and rigidity, and its body portion is
straight, as before, the upper part of this
skeleton bar having also the loops 27 and 28,
Just deseribed. At its lower part the wire is
1n this instance bent outward, as at 32, then
still farther outwardly, as at 33, then in-
wardly, as at 34, then transversely, as at 35,
then outwardly and upwardly, as at 36, then
tarther upward, as at 37, and then inwardly
and upwardly, as at 38, the extremity of the
wire being soldered or otherwise secured to
the body portion of said wire. Itisto be ob-
served that the transverse bend 35 corre-
sponds in function to the cross-bar 25, and
that the opposite bends 32 and 38, 33 and 37,
and 34 and 36 form an opening which corre-
sponds in function to the slot 23 and its ex-
tension-slot 24. _-

In using the above-described implements
the fabric to be turfed is preferably placed
with its back or wrong side upward, and a
patternis laid upon said upper side. The turf-
ing implement is, as before stated, held with
1ts needle pendent, and the needle is thrust
downward through the fabric and then with-
drawn upward, as presently more fully ex-

plained. Previously to this, however, the im-

plement is, of course, threaded, which is ac-
complished as follows: A strand or thread 39
of any suitable turfing material is first passed
between the stirrup 11 and the cross-bar 25,
as the case may be, and the lower end of the

| plug, and said thread is then carried to the

eye in the outer end of the needle and passed
through said eye. (See Fig.11.) Now, when
the needle is thrust downward through the
fabric the user’s finger is pressed upon the
head 14, inoving the stirrup 11 or cross-bar 29,
as the case may be, downward away from the
plug, and thus unlocking the thread and al-
lowing it to feed. After having been thus

thrust downward through the fabric as far as
desired the user lifts the implement upward

and at the same instant removes the finger

from the head 14, permitting the spring to

elevate the stirrup-barand causing the stirrup
or cross bar to lock the thread, so as to stop
its feed. 'The needle is again thrust down-
ward through the fabric and elevated, as be-
fore, and the stirrup-bar is correspondingly
depressed and released, and these operations

are repeated until the desired amount of

turfing has been completed. -
Each downward and upward movement of

the needle produces one of theloops 40, which -

constitutes the turfing, and it will be seen
that the 1mplement is direct and positive in
its action and convenient to manipulate.

It will further be seen that we have pro-
duced a turfing implement which is simple,
durable, and inexpensive of construction,
containing but few working parts, and con-
sequently subjected to but little wear while
in use. | |

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— |

1. A turfing implement, comprising a suit-
able handle having a longitudinal bore, a
needle inserted rigidly into the lower end of
said bore, and a spring-retracted thread-lock-
ing stirrup-bar placed movably in and work-
ing through said bore and having a rigid
thread-locking stirrup at its lower end, sub-
stantially as set forth. |

2. A turfing implement, comprising a suit-
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able handle having a longitudinal bore, a

needle mounted rigidly in the lower end of
sald bore, and a spring-retracted thread-lock-
ing stirrup-bar located within the handle and
having a rigid locking-stirrup at one end and
a lateral extension at its opposite end portion

1o receive the retracting thrust of the spring,
substantially as set forth. a

5. A turfing implement, comprising a suit-
able handle having a longitudinal bore, a

plug inserted into the lower end of the bore
and provided with a socket, a needle engag-

ing said socket, a retaining-serew extending

through registering openings in the handle

and plug and impinging upon the needle to
hold it rigidly in position, substantially as
set forth. . | .-

4. A turfing implement, comprising a suit-

able handle having a longitudinal bore, a

plug inserted into the lower end of the bore,
a needle engaging a socket in said plug, a re-

| taining-screw carried by the handle and plug
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and impinging upon said needle, a stirrup- In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
bar reciproeally mounted in the handle and | tures in the presence of two witnesses.
previded with a longitudinal slot through JOHN H. MORRSIL

which the retaining-serew projects, and a WINSLOW R. PARSONS,

5 lateral extension mear its upper end, and a
head or finger-piece,and aspiral spring within
said bore and surrounding said stirrup-bar,
and bearing at its opposite ends against said
plug and said extension, to hold the stirrup- Witnesses for Winslow R. Parsons:

10 bar normally retracted, substantially as set DAVID (RANT,
forth. . JOHN VERVERALD.

Witnesses for John H.- Morse:
BrRUNO HOBBS,
ELVIRA GRIFFIN.
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