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Yo all whony it may concer:

be it known that I, VIRGINI A LAVALLETTE,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing in the
city and countyof Phllddelphm State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Dress-Shields, which lmprove-
nment is fully set forth in the following speci-
fication and accom panying drawings.

My invention consists of a dress- shleld hav-

Ing two or more frames, one of which is pro-
vided with a top piece to which the other
frame is secured, and a spring connected with
sald frames so as to separate the same as the
arm of the wearer israised, whereby theshield
may be worn with comfort, and its resistance
due to frictional contact with the garment,
especlally when wet with perspir ELthﬂ 1S Te-
duced, so that its opening motion is eased, as
will be hereinafter deseribed.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
a dress-shield embodylng my invention, part
of thefabricorcovering hm* ng beenremoved.
Fig. 2 represents an edﬂe view thereof. FKig.
3 1*epresents a perspeetwe view of the hmﬂe
and spring of the frame of the device on an
enlarged scale. TFig. 4 represents a perspec-
tive view of another form of hinge and spring
that may be employed. ~

similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, Adesw nates the
support of the shield which consists of the
frames B and C, the frame B having the con-

cave top piece D to accord with the armpit
of the wearer, said frames being preferably
formed of wire.

The frame C has its central piece E con-
tinued into a coil F as a hinge, which em-
bracesthe top piece D, and has one end firmly
secured thereto, forming aspring which serves
to throw out the frame Cfrom the frame B, it
being noticed that the wires B* BX of the
frame Bextendlaterally from the central wire
I3, and form a bifureation, and that the wires
CX (% of the frame C extend laterally from
the central wire E and also form a bifurca-
tion, so that while the frames B C are com-
posed of few pieces they are wide and light
1n structure.

(Model.)

At the ends of the piece D are secured the
safety shield or other pins G, and at the bot-

tom of the central piece B’ of the frame B is

secured the safety shield or other pin . = At
the bottom of the frame C is secured a simi-
lar pin C', said pins G, H, and C’ extending
in either vertical or horizontal directions,
as shown in full and dotted lines.

The frames are connected with material or
covering suitable for a dress-shield, as shown
at J and K, the material K havmﬂ been Tre-
moved from Fig. 1.

It will be seen that the shield may be at-
tached to a garment on opposite sides of the
armpit portion thereof, and as the arm 1is
raised the frame C is forced out by the spring
I, and so follows the motion of the arm, over-
coming the resistance usually occasioned by
the covering-garment of the shield, especially
when 1n wet condition due to perspiration.
Y hen the arm is lowered, the frame Cis ¢losed
as usual.

In Fig. 4 I show the top cross-piece D’, on
which are mounted the arms L and M, each of
which carries a frame, such as B or C, or simi-
lar construction.

The upper end of each arm has a colled
spring P, which is mounted on the cross-piece

“D'as an axis, and serving to throw the frame

and the covering fabric or material in oppo-
site directions.

The shield-pins may have one of the longi-
tudinal sides of the same produced of por-
tions of either of the respective pieces of the

frames, said sides and portion being integral,

a form of which is shown at the right-hand
corner of Fig. 1.

The covering of the shield is secured to the
frames in any suitable manner.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
. 1. Adress-shield formed of {woframeseach
having a covering thereon, one of said frames
having a curved top piece and the other hav-
Ing a spring connected with said top piece,
sald parts being combined substantially as
described. |

2. A dress-shield consisting of two frames,
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one of which has a curved top piece, and.the
other having a cross-piece with a spring at-
tached tosaid curved top piece, and fastening-
pinson said frames, said parts being combined

g substantially as described.
3. A dress-shield provided with twoirames,

one of the same having a top piece, and a sepa-

rating-spring connected with said top piece
and the other frame, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.
VIRGINTA LAVALLETTE.
Witnesses:
JOHEN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
A. P. JENNINGS.
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