(No Model.)

| F. L. ADAMS.
o CHECKREIN ATTACHMENT,

No. 5563,501. ' ~ Patented Jan. 28, 1896.

- __.l"‘hl
' _F.

. g ~———— T - Ig‘?é.gfép
. ' -~ _fredl. Adams
W n‘x) 2."5-5}25’ | | 7z . | | -

. _ /4 7 D - By#Ats Allseneys
%WJ/ ‘J - w;‘ e 4

4 (P,




10

15

20

30

Crd
i

40

45

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

FREDERICK L. ADAMS,

OF PROPHETSTOWN, ILLINOIS.

CHECKREIN ATTACHMENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 553,501, dated January 28, 1896.

- Application filed September 11,1894, Serial No. 522,748.

P —

(No model,)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FREDERICK L. ADAMS
a citizen of the Umted States, residing aﬁu
Prophetstown in the county of VVh1tBS1de

and State of Illinois, have invented a new

and useful Oheck:rem Attachment, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a device for pre-
venting the accidental ‘disconnection of the
checkrein with the gig-saddle hook; and it
consists, broadly Stated in a supplementa;l
plate to which the checkrein is connected,
and provided with an opening through which
the gig-saddle hook may pass, the _plate be-
ing formed with a rearward and broadened
extension projecting to a point commensu-
rate with the rearward extent of the gig-sad-
dle hook, whereby the front end of the plate
is prevented from moving off the hook as the
horse’s head is moved l)acltwald and forward.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of a portion of
a checkrein supplied with my Improved at-
tachment and showing it operating with the
gig-saddle hook as in pmctlee, Fig.2, a plan
view of the preferred form of plate ShOWl]Jﬂ‘

it detached . from the checkrein and dmasso-.

ciated with the gig-saddle hook; Fig: 3, a
longitudinal vertical section of the attach-
ment as in practice and showing in dotted
lines the position which 1t assumes when the
horse’s head is thrown back; Fig. 4, a modi-
fication showing how the device is adapted
for use 1in connectlon Wlth side checkreins,
the three preceding figures being 1llustm-
tive of the use with over-check reins; Fig.

a view of a second modification ha;ving fOr

its subject-matter a structure which makes it

possible to use only one opening ora common
opening capable of receiving both the check-
rein and the gig-saddle hook.

The reference-numeral 2 indicates the gig-

saddle hook of the usual harness, which may
be of any preferred constr 110131011
3, in FFigs. 1 and 3, indicates an over draw-

cheeklem construoted as usual—namely, of-

©an mteﬂml strap of leather bent to form a
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loop or double thicknesses.
4 indicates the ¢heckrein attachment and
that device wherein my invention lies. This

~ consists of a plate constructed of leather.
The plateis shaped with a contracted orneck- |

like portion 5 at the front end, and this is
formed with a transverseslot 6 therem curved
slightly and occupying the major width of the
contracted or neck-like portion 5. Through.
this slot 6the checkrein 3 passes, and by 1311eqe
means the two parts are connected to each
other.

- Formed 1n the contracted p01t1011 5 of the
plate 4 is the opening 7, which is circular in
form and which 18 adapted to receive the
hook 2 of the gig-saddle. This opening 1is

formed slightly larﬂ'er than the hook so as to

allow the plate some degree 0f movement
thereon, as will be understood by reference

to Fig. 3,
Realwald of the contracted portlon 5 the

‘plate 4 is formed with a prolongation 8,which

is, in addition to its rearward ettensmn ex-
tended transvelsely to f01m the broadened

portion 9.

In the use of my mventlon the parts are
related as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and there
it will be seen that the plate 4 18 'connected
to the checkrein and to the hook 2, whereby
the checkrein 1s af
ordinarily.

Fig. 3 illustrates the opemtlon of the plate
4 In preventmﬂ- the checkrein from becom-
ing detached from the hook 2, and by refer-

ence to such figure it will be seen that as the.

checkrein 3 moves rearwardly under the in-
fluence of the similarly-moving head of the
horse the. plate 4 will be swung on the hook
2 after the manner of a lever, so as to throw
the forward neck-like portlon 5 upwardly
and the rearward extension 3 downwardly,
causing said latter portion toengage with the
mn*-saddle and thereby make it impossible
for the plate to be removed from the hook
unless positive pressure 1s apphed to the
plate.

The la,temlly-extended portions 9 are pro-
vided to insure the effective operation of the
plate 4 and to prevent it from becoming dis-

engaged from the hook as the horse tmns his

head to either side. Without these it would
be possible for the plate to be disengaged
when the horse throws his head suddenly to

one side and then up, since the plate would
be disengaged from the gig-saddle and its.

effective opera,tlon defeated
Kig. 4 illustrates the arrann'ement of a side

ixed to the seud hook as

55

6o

70

75

80

QO

95

100




IQ

1

20

(O

5

I3

o

checkrein with my improvement, and this

use is effected by means of an intermediate
loop 10, formed of a strap bent and having
1ts ends riveted together and passed through
the slot 6 of the plate, the opposite end of
the loop being adapted to receive the check-
rein proper, 11, as shown in the drawings.
The modification of Fig. 5 differs from the

~other forms in so much as theslot 6 and open-

ing 7 are merged into each other and made

into a common trapezoidal-shaped opening

12, This opening is adapted for the recep-
tion of the checkrein and hook concurrently,
as will be understood.

It will be understood that the device of
IFig. 4 18 not the sole means whereby my at-
tachment may be used with side checkreins,
since the plate could be elongated in front
and twisted back upon itself so as to form
the equivalent of the loop 10. Even this
does not exhaust the possible devices by
which this end could be attained, since others
are both numerous and obvious.

Various changes in the size, proportion and
minor details of my invention within the
scope of the same may be resorted to without
departing from the substance thereof.

To the successful operation of the inven-
tion 1t 1s essential that the openings in the
contracted or neck portion of the plate be
formed in the front portion thereof, and that
sald plate be extended rearwardly from the
contracted portion a distance greater than
the distance between the Dbill and the shank
of the check-hook, so that the movements of
the device incident to the tossing of the ani-

553,501

mal’s head will not dislodge the attachment
from the check-hook. This construection is
clearly indicated by the dotted lines in Fig.

3. It is also of the utmost importance that
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the rearwardly-extending portion of the plate

be expanded laterally, so that a portion of
the plate will lie between the bill of the check-
hook and its shank, and it is preferred to
have the rear end of the plate curved so that
1t can sweep freely over the saddle under the
various movements of the check-line attend-
ant upon the tossing of the animal’s head.

IHaving described my invention, I claim—

T'he herein-specified harness attachment
for connecting the check reins with the har-
ness saddle hook, the same consisting of a
plate having its fmwmd portion contracted
and formed in its front end with an opening
for the reception -of the cheeck reins and with
an opening for the passage of the check hook,
sald plate being projected in the rear of the
contracted portion a distance greater than
the distance between the bill and the shank
of the check hook, and expanded laterally
about a like distance, the rear end of the
plate being curved and adapted to sweep over
the harness saddle and prevent the accidental
displacement of the device from the hook
thereof, substantially as described.

In testlmony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
- FRED. L. ADAMS.

Witnhesses:
W. D. SMITH,
C. VW. FENN.
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