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To all whomnv it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILL F. BENNETT, a

~ citizen of the Umted_ States, and a resident |

of Adamsborough, in the county of Cass and
5 State of Inrhana have invented certain new
and useful Improvementb in Thill- Couplmﬂ*s
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
Vell’rlon which will enable others skilled in
ro the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
- companying dmwmﬂ"s which form a part of
this speelﬁcatlon
-~ My invention relates to thlll-eouphnﬂs for

1= vehicles, and its object is to provide an im-
proved construction of the same which will
enable the shafts to readily be connected and
disconnected without removing any bolts,
and which will also prevent rattling.

2o  The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts herelna,f-
ter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Ifigure 118
a side elevation of a thill-coupling con-

25 structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2is a central longitudinal section of the
same. Fig. 3is a view of the thill detached.

In the said drawings the reference-numeral

1 designates a clip adapted to embrace a ve-

3o hicle-axle, provided with a bottom plate 2,

which is held in place by bolts 3. "The clip

is formed with forwardly-projecting lugs 4,

formed with opposite openings for the pas-

sage of a bolt 5. The numeral 6 designates

35 a shackle, formed at 1ts rear end with a

curved Iug 7, adapted to engage with said

bolt, a curved lug 8 at its forward end and
two downwar dly-depending curved arms 9.

The numeral 10 designates a thill-iron, se-

40 cured at its front end 130 a shaft, and havmn“

its rear end bent into a loop, which engages
with a rod or bolt 12, passing throuﬂ'h aper-
tures In the arm 9.
| The numeral 13 designates a Spring Comn-
45 sisting of a metal plate hawnn* 1ts rear end
| curved, forming an ear 14, which bears against

the bolt 5 when the thill is connected with |

| holding the iron securely in place

the clip. In front of this ear the plate is
‘bentinto a loop 15, which engages with a pin
or bolt 16, passing 13]110110‘11 apeltul es in the
ends of the arms 9.
spring is bent over forming a rearwardly-ex-
tending spring-arm 17, which bears against
the undel side of the thill-iron.

The operation is as follows: The thill-iron

The front end of this

55

i1s connected with the bolt of the shackle by

engaging its loop therewith, and against the
end of the front lug of the shackle. Fhe
sprirg is then connected with the bolt at the
lower end of the shackle so that the arm 17
will bear against the under side of the thill-
iron. Bypressingthefrontend of the spring
toward the th1]l—11 on the rear end thereof
will be forced outward, the pin or bolt serv-
ing as a pivot so that the curved rear end of

theshackle canengage with thebolt 5. When

the spring is released, the ear on the rear end
thereof will be forced up against the bolt
By this

means the thill can be readily connected with
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and disconnected from the clip, and rattling

18 also prevented.

Having thus fully desm ibed my mventlon
what 1 01&11::1 18—

In a thill couphng, the combination with
the clip, having forwardly projecting lugs
and a bolt passing therethrough, the shackle
comprising the front and rear curved lugs,
and the downwardly dependingarms and the

‘bolts passing therethrough of the thill iron

connected with one of said bolts and the
spring pivoted to the other bolt and having
one end bearing against the said clip bolt
and the other end bent backward forming an
arm which bears against the thill iron; sub-
stantially as descmbed |

In testimony that I claim the f01 egoing as
my own I have hereunto afixed my swnatme
in presence of two witnesses.

WILL ¥. BENNETT.
Witnesses:
PARKER A. FAIR
- DE Wirt C. J USTICE
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