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PIIILIP 3. CANFIELD, OIF C‘ORTLA\'D NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF O\TE HALF
TO GEORGE S. EDWARDS, OF SAME PLACE.

F'o LDING-_CRAT_E.

b]E’EGIFICATIOT‘I forming part of Letters Pa:bent No. 552,989, dated January 14, 1896.
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To all whomy it may CORLCETTL: emmeeted near their ends by cleats 5 and in-
Be it known thatl, PHILIP B. CANFIELD, a | fermediate of their ends by strap-irons 6, the
citizen of the United States, residing at Ciort- bight ends of the latter forming hinge con-
land, in the county of Cortland m‘ld State of nectlons with the body of the cfate The end 55
5 \Tew York, have invented a new and useful | slats 7 are made stouter and heavier than the
Folding Crate, of which the following is a | remaining slats 1 and have reduced portions
wpeelﬁeatu}n | - . 8 {0 receive the bight ends of the strap-irons
The present invention aims to provide an | 6, and these reduced portions S are circular
improved folding erate for use in the trans- | so as to admit of the free movements of the 6o
‘10 portation of frmtﬁ; vegetables, eggs, clothing, | top and bottom when opening and closing the

and other Gonmwdmea uaualh ‘-Ehlp[)ed stored same.
in cases, It will be understood that there nmay be as

The primary @b,]ef:t of the invention 1s the many hinge connections between the top and
~ construction of a crate of this character in | bottom and body of the crate as desired, the 03
‘13 whichthe parts will at all times be connected, | number dependmﬂ largely upon the dimen-
and which when folded will occupy a mini- | sions of the sald crate. The upper and lower
‘mum amount of space, and which can be | portions of the strap-ironsareriveted or other-
readily and easily folded and unfolded ac- | wise secured together and their bight ends
- cording as itisdesired to set the case upforuse embmee the 1*edueed portions § of ihe end 7o
2o or reduce it to a em’npaet i‘orm for reslupment slats 7. The cleats 5 are disposed to enter
or storing. the open end of the crate and touch the Inner
The improvement u:mmsts of the novel for- | sides of the adjacent slats so as to brace the
mation of the crate which hereinafter will be | crate and prevent collapsing of the same.
more particularly set forth and claimed, and | Hooked fastenings 9 extend through the outer 7
23 which is illustrated in the accompanying | end portions of the cleats 5 and the end slats
~drawings, 1n which— 4, and their bent ends arve adapted to be
I‘wm*e 1 is a perspective view of a crate turned so as to engage with the slats opposite
mnswueied in accordance with the present | to the cleats 5 therehy retaining the top and
invention and as it will appear when set up | the bottom in pmp{;r position and in locked 8o

g

30 for use. TFigs. 2 and 3 are respectively ¢ reﬂla,twn.

~ transverse and longitudinal section thereof. | =~ The top and the bottom are hinged at (li-
Fig. 4 shows the mate in a Lnoekdﬂwn or | agonally-opposite corners of the crate and are
folded condition. { adapted to fold upon the sides thereof from

The erate will be pmwded in different sizes | opposite directions, and when these parts are 53

33 and may have any required dimensions ac- | folded the body of the crate can be reduced
cording tothe cammodlty to be packed there- | by pressing the diagonally-opposite cormers
im, and will comprise four sides, a top and a | together, thereby causing the sides te ap-
‘bottom, the sides being cempﬂsed of a series | proach, as clearly 111d1cated in Fig. 4.

- of smtts 1, whiech are mrezlapped at the angles | By having the t@p and the bottom hinged go
40 or corners of the crate, and which are secured | to the b(}dy of the crate there is no danﬂ"er
- together by wires 2 passing throughregister- | of these parts being mlsplaeed or lost and no
ing openings in the slats at theu‘ pomts of _tlme 1s lost in 11nf01dm and placing thecrate
ermsm , the projecting end portions of the | in position for use, which would be the case
| wires bemﬂ* bent so as ‘ro prevent their with- | if the parts were sepm"ated and had to be as- g5
a3 drawal atterbmn properly positioned. The | sembiled.

- end portions of the top and bottom slats are | The style and pattern of the crate are 11 -
strengthened and protected by metal bands 3 | material to the principle of the invention and
whmh are wrapped thereabout so as to pre- | will depend upon the nature and purpose for
vent the said end portions from splitting or | which the same is designed. Therefore it 1s 100

so cracking. The top and the bottom are con- | to be understood that in the embodiment of
&»trmted alike and comprise slats £ which are | the invention various changes in the form,
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R - proportion, and the minor details of construce- | set up, strap irons folded and secured to the =
.. tion may be resorted to without departing | slats of the top and bottom and embracing in
SR | | from the spirit or sacuﬁelnn any of the ad- | their bights reduced portions of diagonally-

o . vantages of this invention. . . = dlsp%ed side slats to which the said pmts are 2o ..
[ - 'IIanO* thus deseribed the mventmn What hinged, and hooked fastenings at the free
| - 7 isclaimed as new is— “ends of the top and bottom to engage under

A folding crate constrneted subs‘rantmﬂy. the inner edge of the slats adjacent to the -
~ agherein shown and described, composed of | said free endsof the top and bottom to secure -
S R slatted ends su:les bottom. and top, the ter- the 1:-113‘0@1' in place, Substantia,lly as speciﬁ{_,d 25

e -ends bemﬁ‘ 1emfmced by metal bands and Ie- -my own I have hereto a,fﬁxed my swnatme n
L celvmﬂ'the wires by means of which the over- { the presence of two witnesses.

S - L _lszpmﬂ' terminal portions of the side and end | - PHILIP B. C; '\TI‘IELD
. slats are connected together, cleats attached W 1tnesses e
------------ 15 to the top and bottom slatsand engaging with 'GEORGE S. EDWARDS B

S . the adjacent end slats tobrace the crate when -~ J. WELLS DANIELS.
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