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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RUFUS S. PICKETT a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Haven, in the county of New Haven, and in
the State of Connecticut, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in a Com-
bined Driving and Check Rein; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the aceompa,nymﬂ* drawings, in
Wthh-—-

Iigure 1 shows a view in side elevation of
my invention as applied in working position;
Fig. 2, a detail perspective view showing the
manner of connecting the check-hook-carry-
ing strap with the collar.

Lettc,ls of like name and kind refer to 11ke-

parts in each of the figures.

The object of my mventlon 18 to dispense
with the usual separate checkrein employed
in addition fto the driving-reins, to do away
with the terrets for guiding and supporting
the driving-reins, and to provide a checking
device so combined with the driving-reins
that the horse can be readily unchecked orthe
amount of checking can be varied by the
driverwithout the necessity of his leavinghis
seat; and with these ends in view my inven-
tion consists in the combined driving and
checking device and in the construction,
arrangement, and combination of the parts
thereof, as hereinafter specified.

In the drawings, A designates the saddle of
adriving-harness, and B designatesthe collar,
both of which partscan be of any of the well-
known forms, as appearing in harness now in
use, except thatthe collaris without the usual
terrets for supporting the driving-reins C.

On the saddle A is a check-hook D, and -

extending forward {from this hook is a strap

E, preferably padded up even with the saddle,

as shown, and having its forward end de-
tachably connected with the collar by any de-
sired means, as by the strap-and-buckle con-
nection shown at E' in the drawings. On this
strap are several check-hooks D' D? D3, malk-
ing, with hook D on the saddle, a series of
hooks to allow for variation in the amount of
checking up. Attached at its opposite ends

to the opposfne straps or sides of the driving- |

- reins C is the cross-piece C' which can be in

the form of a strap; but I prefer to make it |

of a curved strip of spring metal or other
‘material stiff enough to prevent its bending
too sharply or shutting up when it is placed
in engagement with one of the check-hooks
in checking up the horse. Where the cross-
plece is of metal, itis preferably covered with
leather. In form it is curved as shown in
the drawings. Being made stiff enough to

maintain substantially such shape and to pre-

vent anysharp bending at the point where it
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engages a check-hook it obviously will not

interfere with the use of the reins for guid-
ing the horse, since 1t will, as one side or strap
of such reins 1s pulled on, slide easily across
the rear side of the hook. Resting, as shown,

on the check-hook-carrying part this cross-

piece C' will obviously serve well to support
the driving-reins, so that the usual terrets on
the saddle can be dispensed with.

With the construction above described and
shown in the drawings the driver can, by
simply pulling upon and raising the driving-
reins, disengage the cross-piece C' from any
check - hook to entirely uncheck the horse
and leave him free to lower his head to drink;
or, where 1t 18 desired merely to vary the
amount of checking, he can, after the cross-
piece has been disengaged from one hook,
lower it 80 as to cause it to engage any other
one of the hooks.
gaging any one of the check-hooks the driv-
ing-reins are made to Serve also the function
of & checkrein.

The operation and manner of using my
combined driving and checking device, which
will bereadily 1111(161 stood from the foregoing
description, are briefly as follows: With the
cross-piece ' in engagement with one of the
check-hooks the Ghecking will be maintained
as one side or the other of the driving-reins
1s pulled to guide the horse, for the cross-
piece will remain in engagement with the
hook, merely sliding to one side or the other.
When the amount of checking up is to be
varied, the driver, without leaving his seat,
draws upon both sides of the driving-reins
and then lifts them to raise the cross-piece
above the check-hook engaged byit. IHe can
then by drawing the reins farther back or
loosening them bring the cross-piece to one
of the other check-hooks so that upon de-
pressing the reins the cross-piece will drop
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With this cross-piece en-

S5

Q0

95

YOO




il
Ut

9 552,393

behind the desired hook. In the manner in-
dicated the driver can instantly vary the
amount of checking up toease the horse while
going up hill and check him up shorter again
when the rise in the road is passed, or he can
raise the cross-piece so as to clear all the
hooks to leave the horse entirely free to lower
his head for drinking.

I desire it to be understood that in using the
term ‘‘checlc-hook” I do not intend to limit
myself to a check-device-engaging projection
which is actually hooked, but that the term
is employed merely as a generic one, covering
any projection adapted to engage and hold
the device for checking up the horse.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim ig—

1. In a driving harness, in combination
with a checkhook and asupportfor the same,
the driving reins, free to be moved with ref-
erence to the check hook, and a cross piece
to engage the check hook attached to the op-
posite sides of the driving reins, and of such
length as to be capable of being raised out of
engagement with the cheek hook by move-
ment of the reins, substantially as and for
the purpose specified.

2. Inadrivingharness, in combination with
a check-hook, and a support for the same, the
driving reins free to be raised and lowered
with reference to the check hook, and a
curved cross-piece attached to the reins, and
adapted to engage the check-hook, substan-
tially as and for the purpose shown.

3. Inadrivingharness, in combination with
a check-hook and a support for the same, the
driving reins, and a cross-piece of spring ma-
terial attached to the reins, and adapted to
engage the hook, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

4. Inadrivingharness,in combination with

a support on the harness, the driving reins,
anc a cross piece attached to the opposite
sides of the driving reins and engaging the
support on the harness, so as to keep the driv-
ine reins raised in the position which they are
to have,when in use for driving the horse, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

5. Inadriving harness in combination with
a support carrying a series of check hooks, a
cross piece to engage any one of such hooks,
and a driving rein having the two sides con-
nected by a cross piece and free to be moved
with reference to the support carrying the
check hooks, so as todisengage the eross piece
from such hooks, substantially as and for the
purpose specified. | |

6. Inadrivingharness, in combination with
the saddle and collar, a piece connected with
both, and provided with one or more check-
hooks, substantially as and for the purpose
shown.

7. Inadriving harness, in combinationwith
the saddle and collar, a piece attached to one,
and detachably connected with the other, pro-
vided with one or more check-hooks, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

8. Inadriving harness, in combination with

the driving reins, and the cross-piece attached
thereto, the saddle, the collar, a piece extend- 7o

ing fromn saddle to collar, and a series of de-
vices one forward of the other, arranged so
that the cross-piece can be engaged with any
one of them, substantially as and for the pur-
pose deseribed. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 22d day of
June, 1395.

RULFUS 5. PICKETT.
Witnesses:
JAMES DISHOP,

CHARLES MILLER.
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