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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

GEORGE L.

McKENNEY, OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE.

TRUNK,

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 552,256; dated December 31, 1895. -
Application filed November 1, 1894, Serial No. 527,669, (No model.)

To all whom it n’my CONCET!
Beitknown that I, GEORGE E. MCKENNTLY,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chat-
tanooga, in the county of Hamilton and State

of Tennessee, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trunks; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the artto which
it appertains to make and use the same.
Thisinvention hasreference to animprove-
mentin trunks and in the locking mechanism
for securely fastening the cover of a trunk or

similar receptacle, the object of the improve- |
ment being to provide simple and easily-op- |

erated means for fastening said cover at the

ends; and the invention therefore consistsin

the construction, arrangement, and combina-~
tion of parts, substantially as will be herein-
after described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, Kigure 1 is a front perspective
view of my improved trunk and its cover-
locking mechanism, the latter being shown
inits locked position. Ifig. 2 is a partial ver-
tical cross-section of the same with the cover
open. IKig. 3is a similarsection showing the
cover closed. Kig. 4 isa front elevation simi-
lar to Fig. 1 and shows the locking mech-
anism initsunlocked position. Kig. 5isa par-
tial sectional view on line 5 5 of Fig. 2. Fig.

6 is a partial sectional view online 6 6 of Fig.

1.- Fig. 7isa detail sectionon line 7 7 of Fig.
1. Fig. 8 is a detall perspective view of one
of the corner-plates of the trunk. Fig. 91sa
detail view of one of the locking-plates. Hig.
10 1s a longitudinal section of the same.

Like 1ette13 of reference denote like parts
in all the different figures of the drawings.

A denotes a Lrun]z: box, or other 1ecepta,elﬂ
for containing goods the same being of any
size and shape, and hayving one side or the top
open and provided with a cover B. Itis im-
material which face of the trunk is provided
with this cover, and I reserve the liberty of

arranging it with the top or one of the sides. | p

In the present example of my invention cover
I3 1s used to elose the frount side of the trunk,
as shown.,

When the trunk is to be opened the cover
B will roll into the receptacle provided to re-
ceive it between the wall C and the top of the

trunk. (See Figs. 2 and 3.) This wall C 1s
preferably horizontally inclined so as to fa-
cilitate the rolling motion of the cover. Af
the edge of wall C nearest the open side of
the trunk a horizontal shaft e having rollers
E thereon is journaled at its ends in the op-
posite ends of the trunk, these rollers E, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, being slightly above
the top of the wall C. The cover B rolls upon
rollers K E, and it furthermore is provided
with rollers D near its inner edge, which roll-
ers roll upon the surface of partition € when
the cover B is being rolled into the receiving-
receptacle therefor.

The upperside of cover B at the edge which
carries rollers D is furnished with an angle-
plate b which provides a hook, and the under
side is furnished with a hook or hooks b'.
The angle-plate bis adapted to engage a cor-
responding hook-shaped angle-plate ¢ when
the cover B is closed, (see Fig. 3,) said plate
 being fixed horizontally in the front .face
of the tlunk as shown in Kig. 2, and at the
same time that the hook-plate b engages the
angle-plate ¢ the under hook or hooks b’ will
engage the shaft ¢ near rollers B K and in
this way the cover B willbe firmly supported
at its inner end when 1t 1s closed. Of course
when it is thus closed its {ront edge will be
fastened by a lock, as L, and 1f desired by
clamps, as [ /. A cover thus arranged can
be opened much more readily and easily than
those that require to be lifted from the trunk,
because no room is required within which £0
move the cover and such a coveris therefore
especially useful in traveling.

T will now explain the mechanism which T
employ for locking the ends of the cover
when it is closed.

F F denote two transverse plates or strips
which reston the cover B at each end and are
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held partially beneath the angle-plates G that

are secured upon the front corner edges of the
trunk, These plates F aremovable and serve
to securely lock cover B. Theouter edges of
lates I have the indentations or notches F"
I, which are adapted to engage the pins ¢ ¢
that pass through the outer part ot the angle-
plates & into the wallof the tr unk, as clearly
shown in Figs. 6and 7. In Fig. 1 the plates
F are in engagement with the pins g, but in
Fig. 4 the plates F are shifted endwise, as
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shown, so as to be disengaged from the said
pins g. Plates I are provided with curved

slots Jywhich are entered by pins f* projecting

thereinto from the surface of thecover B, 1n
which they are fixed. These curved slots f
engaged Ly the fixed pins permit and cause
the plates I tomovesidewise at the same time
thattheymoveendwise. Between the plates I
and cover B are also the short links I 1, which
are pivoted to the plates I and also to the
cover B, as shown. Plates F are perforated
with holes J, which are used for the purpose
of obtammﬂ access to the links I {for the pur-
pose of plvotlnn them to the trunk-cover.
The plates F are also provided with handles
I1, which are pivoted thereto, and which close
down upon the plates when not in use, as they
are shown in Ifig. 10. These handles are lo-
cated in slots in the plates If, and on the un-
der sides of said plates are flat springs i
which bear against the handles I and hold
the same locked in either position in which
they may be placed. The two positions of
handles H are shown in Fig. 10, one of them
being indicated in dotted lines. These han-
dles have pins /' which are adapted to engage
indentations in the cover B and lock the han-
dles and the plates I'. Thus it will be seen
that the plates or strips I serve to firmly lock
the cover when the notches F' are in engage-
ment with the pins ¢, and that by simply
lifting the handles I the plates I may be
moved endwise and disengaged from pins g
and the cover B3, and consequently released so
that it can be opened in the manner already
fully deseribed.

IHaving thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lette1s

40
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1. In a trunk, the combination of the cover,
a receptacle for receiving it when the trunk is
open, a longitudinal angle-plate at the mouth
of this receptacle, a longitudinal angle-plate
on the inner edge of one side of the cover and
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adapted to engage the aforesaid angle-plate, 45

and hooks on the inner edge of the opposite
side of the cover, which hooks are adapted to
engage fixed parts of the trunk near the mouth
of the receptacle, androllers on one side of the
cover which roll upon the side of the recepta-
cle, substantially as described.

2. Ina trunk, the combination of the cover,
the rollers therefor, the plates hinged to the
cover, and shiftable laterally to lock the same,
substantially as described.

3. In a trunk, the combination of the fixed
longitudinal angle-plate, the cover whose in-
ner edfr‘e engages it when it is withdrawn, roll-
ers on the cover, and a shaft journaled in the
trunk and carryin grollers, togetherwith lock-
ing plates at the ends of the cover, substan-
tially as described.

4. The combination of theinnerangle-plate,
the cover having on one side an angle plate
adapted to engage the other angle-plate and
havingonthe opposite side a hook and provid-
ed also with rollers, and the rollers journaled
in the trunk on which the cover moves, sub-
stantially as described.

5. In combination with the cover and the
fixed pins, secured in the walls of the trunk,
of the sliding plates movably attached to the
cover and adapted to engage said fixed pins
by passing partially beneath the anwle plate

upon the front corner edges of the 131‘1111]{, sub- 7

stantially as described.
6. The combination of the cover, the fixed

pins, the plates having notches engaging said
pins, the links pivoted to the cover and the
plates, the pins on the cover engaging slots in

the plates and the spring 100L111ﬂ' hz:mdles on

the plates, substantially as descr ribed.
In testimony whereof I affix my sig nature

n plesence of two witnesses.
~ GEORGE E. MCKENNEY.
Witnesses:

W. G. PHILLIPS,
JAS. I35, ANDERSON.
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