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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. WELCH, of
Washington, District of Columbia, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in De-

vices for Securing Soap in Wash-Rooms and
Public Places, of whmh the following is a full
and exact desemptmn reference bemﬂ had to
the accompanying dr awnws makmﬂ part of

this specification.

Myinvention relatesto improvementsin de-
vices for securing soapin wash-rooms of hotels
and other public places or in bath-rooms to

prevent the same from accidentally dropping

1into the basin or tub and thereby wasting or

clogging the waste-pipe, and also to keep the

same always accessible to the guests or pa-
trons by preventing its r emoval by unauthor-
1zed persons. |
My invention consists, first, in the combi-
nation with a holder adapted to be connected

to the wall or other frame convenient to the

bowl provided with an automatically-acting
locking mechanism for holding the soap con-
neeted with the holder.

It further consists in so 0011st1110t1nn the

locking mechanism that the same Sh"hll act

autom atiedlly; as the soapis consumed, to con-
tinue to grip the soap firmly eonneeted wnh

~ the holder.

It further consists in so constituting the

locking mechanism that the soap when COn-

nected therewith shall form a guard to pre-

- vent access to the locking mechanism, where-
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~1n proper position for use.

by when the soapisonce connected the entire

cake must be consumed before the mechan—
ism can be unlocked.

It further consists in certain novel fea-tures
in the construction and arrangement of parts,
all as hereinatter described. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
perspective view of a washbasin, showing my
improved locking device connected to the wall
Ifig. 2 1s a verti-
cal longitudinal section through the device,
showing & cake of soap connected therewith.
Fig. 3 1s a per spectwe view of the device;
Ijlb 4, asectional view of amodification; Ifig.
5, a plan view of a modification of the 10(312::1110
holt.

The holder may be constructed of any de-
sirable material to combine lightness and

Thand.

foration B’ preferably extending entirely
| through the same, hereinafter refeu"ed to.

strength and of anydesired configuration or
ornamental design, in the present instance

‘consisting of a flat face portion A, against

which the soap rests when connected tllere-
with, from which projects a hand portion B of
Such form astoadaptit tobe easily held in the
The portion B is provided with a per-

The flat or faJe__e portion A is preferably slot-
ted longitudinally, in which slot is mounted
the plate or frame C carrying the locking-bolt.

T'he plate C consists preferably of the flat POoT-

tion C, from which depend legs C' €', which
form the bearings for the 811(:11110 bolt D, the
spring d, which actuates the bolt, being pref-
embl}r mounted on the bolt-shaft between
said legs, as shown. The end of the bolt D',

~which engages the key or rod hereinafter re-

ferred to, is umde flat and extends from the
shait in anﬂle form, as shown at K, with its

Tower face to move in close contact with the
lower face of the plate C, and this portion is

provided with a pe1f01at1011 e, with its side
walls Inclining from the upper to the lower
edge, and the pla;te C 1s provided with a simi-
larly-formed perforation e’ |

(x represents a key, a rod having a head
portion /i and a shank portion /', and said
shank portion is provided with a series of cir-
cumterentially-arranged grooves or notches
Iv*, each inclining inwar (l in the direction of
the point, and whieh notches are adapted to
be engaged by the end D’ of the bolt or
clmed face portion of the perforation e afte *
the key has been passed thl ough the soap and

through the perforation ¢’ in the plate C.

The frame C is secured to the hand portion
by means of screws &, one at each end, and the
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heads of said screws are preferably 111ade in

V form and act when the soap is pressed upon
the holder and clamped by the key to prevent
the soap from being turned orr evoh‘"ed on the
key.

The hand portion extends out from one end
and 1s provided with an eye I, to which achain

I' is connected and which chain in turn is
adapted to be connected to the wall or other
framework where it is desired to place the
soap.

The end of the bolt which engages Lhe key
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- closely fitthe same.

0.

at a point 1In advance of the perforation e is
provided with a perforation f, and the frame

C is slotted at a point over the perforation, as
shown at f', to permit the insertion of a bent

wire or other device to hold the bolt out of
engagement with the key to permit said key
to be disconnected from the holderaftera cake
of soap has been consumed and it 1s desired
to put a new cake 1in place.

The operation of the device is as follows:
When 1t 1s desired to attach a cake of soap a
hole 1s cut 1n the soap so that the key will
The end of the keyisthen
forced through the opening in the frame and
through the opening in the bolt, the notches
1n the key being engaged by the inclined edge
of the opening in sald bolt. As the soap is
consumed the pressure of the hand in rubbing
the soap acts to force the key downward hold-
1ing the lower face of the soap in close contact
with the holder, the heads of the serews £ act-
g to prevent the soap from being turned on
the key, and the perforation B', extending
through the hand portion, forms a guideway
therefor.

The form of notches in the key and end of
the bolt for engaging the same may be con-

structed in a different m anner, as will readily

suggest themselves to any skilled workman,
so long as the key when being pressed into 13116
holdel shall act to foree the spring back and
permit it to move forward to take a new hold
as the soap 1s consumed. _

In Figs. 4 and 5 amodification in the form of
the hand portion, which is shown, is made in
semispherical form with a hollow central post
or standard L, which forms the guideway for
the key or rod . The upper end of the post

1s serew-threaded and the cap-plate C is pro-

vided with a central screw-threaded perfora-
tion by which to connect 1t with the post. In
the modification the locking-bolt is provided
with an ineclined locking-edge D' and is. pro-
vided with forwardly-extending arms d’ to
straddle the post or standard L, the bolt be-
1mg actuated by means of aspring L, connected

‘at one end to the bolt and at the other to the

hand portion, by which construction it will be
seen that all the operating parts are mounted
in. the hand portion, and that the device is
much simplified.

After a cake of soap has been consumed,
by inserting a piece of bent wire through the
slot ' into the perforation f the bolt may be
forced backward out of engagement with the
key and permit the detachment thereof from
the holder.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. In a device for securing soap, a holder
to be adapted to be connected to a stand or
wall, a locking device mounted in the holder,

552,023

and means adapted to be passed through the

soap and engaged by the locking dewce sub-

stantially as desel 1bed Whereby the soap is
held fast to the holder as set forth.

2. In a device for securing soap, & holder

adapted to be connected to a stand or wall, a
locking device mounted in the holder, and a
key or rod adapted to be passed through the

| soap and engaged by the locking device sub-

stantially as described, whereby the soap is

held fast to the holder as set forth.

3. In'a device for securing soap, a holdel
adapted to be connected to a stand or wall, a
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locking device mounted in the holder, and a

key or rod provided with a series of locking
notches or faces adapted to be engaged by

the locking device automatically step bV step

as the soap is consumed substantially as set
forth. -

4. In a device for securing soap, a holder
adapted to be connected to a stand or wall a
locking device mounted in the holder, a key
or rod adapted to be passed through the soap
and engaged by the holder, and means sub-
stantially as described adapted to be covered

by the soap when in position for permitting.
‘the locking mechanism to be released from

engagement with the key or rod when the
soap 1s consumed as set forth.

5. In a device for securing soap in wash
rooms and like places, a holdel adapted to be
connected flexibly with a wall or stand, an
auntomatically acting bolt mounted therein,
having a locking face or tooth at one end, a
key or rod provided with a series of grooves
or notches adapted to be engaged by the lock-
ing face or tooth of the bolt Sub%antlally as
desenbed |

6. In a device for securing soap- in wash
rooms and like places, a holder adapted to be
connected to a wall or stand, a locking bolt
mounted therein, a key or rod adapted to be
passed through the soap and engaged by the
locking bolt, and locking legs projecting from
the face of the holder to engage the soap sub-
stantmlly as and for the purpose set forth.

. In a device for securing soap in wash
rooms and like places a holder adapted to be
connected with a wall or stand, an automati-

cally acting bolt mounted in the holder, pro--

vided with an inclined engaging face and
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a key or rod provided with circumferential 113

grooves or notches, a perforation or openingin

the holder for adapting the bolt to be pressed
out of engagement with the key or rod sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereot I have hereunto set
my hand this 3d day of April, A. D. 1894,

- JAMES H. WELCIL.
Witnesses: |

ALEX. MAHON,

J. M. FOWLER, Jr.
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