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To all whom it may concern: _
~Be it known that I, LEwIs B. MATSON, of
Catlin, in the county of Chemung and State of

ful Improvementsin Fencing-Tools: and I do

hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,.

and exact description of the invention, such
aswill enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use it, reference be-
ing had tothe accompanying drawings, which

My invention relates to improvements in

fencing-tools; and it consists in the construec- |

tion and combination of parts which will be
fully described hereinafter, and particularly

pointed out in the claims.

The object of my invention is to prdvide a
self-supporting fencing-tool constructed to

. stretch and cut the wire and to hold the same
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while it is being spliced, and provided with

~ means for pulling the staples, whereby the

tool may be operated by a single person, the
wire and the tool held in that position by
means of a suitable hook or retainer, while

‘theoperator drivesthe staple in the post upon
- which the wire is stretched or as many other

posts as may be desired. |

Intheaccompanying drawings, Figure lisa
perspective view of my implement, showing
thesameinuse. Fig. 2isasimilar viewofthe
clamping and cutting lever detached there-
from. |

A Indicates a lever having at one end the
longitudinal slot B, into which the wire is

passed, as shown, to the upper end thereof

when it is to bestretched. A clamping-lever
C is intermediately pivoted just inside of the
inner end of this slot B, and has its outer end

D provided mnear its pivotal point with the
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notch K and its extremity provided with a

shearing or cutting edge F.” The wire to be

~ stretched is passed through this slot B to its
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upper end and the clamping-lever Cis moved
into the position shown in Fig. 1, the spring-

catch or other holding device G engaging the

sald lever to prevent it from moving back.

- In this position the lever causes a kink or
~bend in the wire without mutilating or cut-
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ting it, but at the same time taking a firm

hold on the same to prevent it from slipping.

At the upper end of this slot B is a plate H,

 preferably of metal, and this plate has its

ends slotted to extend on each side of the
upper end of the slot, and also extending be-
yond the inner end of the slot, and forming
substantially a pivotal bearing for the clamp-
Ing-lever C.  This plate H strengthens the
lever and at the same time forms a shearing-
edge to coact with the shearing-edge of the
lever C for the purpose of cutting wire, as
will be readily understood. A hook I ispiv-
oted to the lever and has intermediate its
ends a head or hammering portion J.

In operation the wire to be stretched is
passed through the slot B to its upper end and

55

60

the lever C drawn upward as shown in Fig. 2

until the latch or other retainer G springs out-
ward to hold the lever against returning, in
which position a kink or bend is caused in
the wire, as before stated, to hold the same
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againstslipping. The slotted end of thelever

A is then placed against the post and drawn
around as shown in Fig. 1 until the wire is

sufficiently tight, and the hook Iis driven into

the post with thelongend of the leverslightly

-downward,so as preferably to incline the lever

upward. 'The hookbeing driveninto the post
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the lever is then self-supporting, and the -

stretched wire cannot slip or slacken, thus
leaving the operator to drive the staple in the

post around which it is stretched and in as

many other

stretched across. |
From this description it will be seen that I

“have a self-supporting stretcher which canbe

operated by a single person, the wire first be-

ing stretched, the supporter being supported

in the manner just described, and then the
operator driving in the staples. =~

A splicer of any size and description can be
used for splicing the ends of the wire by lap-
ping the ends and passing them in the slot B
of the lever A and then holding the same by
the clamping-lever as when stretching the
wire. When in this position a suitable splic-
ing implement may be used, preferably using
a plece of metal with one or more holes in
the same, which is a common expedient for
that purpose. | -

The clamping-lever C is provided on ifs

inner side with a groove or recess ¢ in which

 the wire to be clamped passes, whereby the

posts as the wire has been
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saine is 1ot cut or mutilateci' but akink made
therein to prevent its slipping by engagement
with one edge of the slotted plate.

The hook serves as a staple-extractor by'

inserting its pointed end through the staple
and then hammering upon its head, as will be
readily understood. |

I have described the cutting-edge of the
clamping-lever beyond or outside of its piv-
otal point, but it will be readily understood
that this may be reversed and the cutting-
edge put inside of the pivotal point without
departing from the spirit of my invention.

S0 also I wish it noted that the cutter may be
entirely omitted, thus reducing very materi-

ally the expense of theimplement by avoiding
the necessity of making the clamping-lever
and slotted plate of such a quality of metal
as is necessary to provide a good shearing or

cutting edge.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 1s— |

1. Awirestretcherconsisting of aleverhav-
ing a slot B formed therein and extending
from its outer end to receive a transversely
extending wire, and a clamping lever inter-
mediately pivoted tosaid lever and adapted to
move across the said slot and hold the wire,
substantially as shown. -
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9. A wire stretcher having a longitudinal

slot extending from its outer end, a clamping
lever having a notch on its inner face for the

passage of the wire, and pivoted adjacent to
the slot, and a shearing or cutting edge out-
side of the said notch or recess, the paris
adapted to operate as described.

3. A wire stretcher comprising a lever hav-
ing a longitudinal slot at its outerend, a plate
having a slot at one end and secured to the

said lever with the slot registering with the |
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slot in the lever, a clamping lever pivoted to

the inner end of the said slotted plate, the
said clamping lever adapted to engage the
wire for holding the same, and provided with
a shearing or cutting edge which co-acts with
the edge of the said slotted plate, substan-
tially as specified. |

4. A wire stretching lever having an open

longitudinal slot in the outer end of its body

portion, and a clamping lever pivoted just
beyond the inner end of said slot and moving
aCcross 1it. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

Witnesses:
LEW SMITH,
VENICY M. BARLOW.

areee

LEWIS B. MATSON.
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