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- To all whom it may concern: | that are arranged upon each side of the bed-
Be it known that I, MARY ELLA VAN Os- | section, and are each connected at one end to
' DEL, a citizen of the United States, residing | a side rail of the bed-section and at the other
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State | end to the head-board 1. Said springs may 55
¢ of Illinois, have invented new and useful Im- | be formed in any suitable manner, such as ot
provements in Folding Bedsteads, of which | coiled wire or the like; but in the presentin-
the following is a specification. stance I have shown them as consisting of
My invention relates to improvements in | rubber straps whiech permit the bed-section
folding bedsteads, and has for its object to | being folded up closely between the sides 2 6o
ro simplify the construction and render more | of the head-board. = Tothe upper outer edge
easy the operation of bedsteads of this class, | of the head-rail ( are secured suitable bear-
to effect economy in the manufacture thereof, | ings in which is journaled a friction-roller 15,
and to increase the ornamental appearance of | and in recesses formed in the base 3 of the
the bedstead when not in use. ' | head-board are journaled a series of friction- 05
15 To these ends my invention consists in the | rollers 14 that are arranged directly beneath
novel feature and in the combination and ar- | the supports 8. To the head-board 1 1s se-
rangement of parts hereinafter fully deseribed | cured a projecting panel 15 that 1s of an or-
and afterward definitely pointed out in the | namental configuration and presents the ap-
claims following the description, due refer- | pearance of an ornamental top to the head- 7o
20 encebeing had totheaccompanying drawings, | rail, and against the under side of whichsaid
forming apartof thisspecification, wherein— | head-rail abuts when the bed-section is folded
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the bed- } down.
stead folded up. Fig. 2is a side elevationof | To the under side of the foot of the bed-
the bedstead, the bed-section being lowered. | bottom 4 is hinged a rail 16, provided at its 75
25 Fig. 8 is a longitudinal sectional view. Fig. | opposite ends with legs 17, which serve to
4 is a rear elevation. | | | support the foot of the bed-section when the
Referring tothe drawings, thenumeral1lin- | latter is folded down. ‘The bed-bottom 4 1s
dicates an upright casing or frame constitut- | also paneled, as at 18, to hold in place a mir-
ing the head-board of the bedstead and is pro- | ror 19. The rear side of the head-board 1 at 3o
30 vided with upright sides 2, both the head- | its opposite edges 1s provided with grooved
board and sides being rigidly fastened to a | cleats 20, within which may be removably
base 3. The bed-section is composed of abot- | held a mirror, carved or otherwise sultably
tom 4, provided with side rails 5, a head-rail | ornamented panel, or, in the case of a child’s
6, and a foot-rail 7, and said bed-section when | bed, an amusing or instructive chart or the 83
3¢ folded up fits snugly between the.sides 2 of | like, thus preventing the rear of the head-
the head-board, aswill more fully hereinafter | board from presenting an unsightly appear-
appear. To the head of the bed-bottom 4, | ance when the latter is exposed.
upon the under side thereof and near each When the bed-section is folded up 1t pre-
edge, are secured two supports 3 that at their | senis the appearance of a bureau or dressing- go
40 outer ends are curvedupon the are of a circle | case, and may be very conveniently used as
having a point 9 approximately midway be- | such, the shelf 11 forming the bureau-top in
tween the ends of the supports as a center, | the conventional position below the mirror,
whereby a perfectly-straight portion 10 is pro- | while the rail 16 and legs 17 form an orna-
 vided each of said supports, for the purpose | mental curved or arched molding above the 93
45 hereinafter described. To the inner orupper | mirror. |
ends of the supports 8 is fastened a shelf 11, To lower Lhe bed-section into position for
that when the bed-section is closed or folded | use its upper portion is drawn out or away
up presents the appearance of and may be | from the head-board, the head of the section
used as a bureau-top or the shelf of a dress- | rocking or turning on the segment-shaped 1co
¢o ing-case. The bed-section is connected to the | ends of the supports 8 that roll easily over
~ head-board by means of contractile springs 12 | the friction-rollers 14 journaled in the base &,
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while at the same time the friction is still
furtherreduced and the movement of the bed-
section rendered more easy by the frietion-
roller 18 journaled in the head-rail 6, which
rides up the head-board. As the bed-section
is lowered the springs 12 are expanded and
serve to retard the too rapid and violent de-
scent of the section until the roller 13 has
passed above the point of attachment of said
springs to the head-board, when they will com-

mence to exert their contractile forece and

when the bed-section has been completely
lowered aid in holding the latter in its open
or lowered position. As the bed-section is
lowered the legs 17 swing outward by gravity
into position for supporting the foot of the
section; but intheeventoftheirnot promptly
swinging into operative position when the
bed-section has been lowered into a horizon-
tal position the head-rail abuts against the
lower edge of the projecting panel 15 on the
head-board and supports the bed-section in
the proper position until the legs can be ad-
Justed. When the bed-section has been com-
pletely lowered its foot is supported by the
legs 17, while its head is upheld Dby the sup-
ports 8, the straight portions 10 of which rest
with a firm Dearing on the base 3. As the
bed 1s folded up it rocks on the segment-
shaped ends of the supports S over the rollers
14, as before described, and when the roller
15 has passed below the point of attachment
of the springs12 to the head-board said springs

‘at once begin to contract and aid in closing
‘the bed against the head-board, and when the

bed-section has been completely folded up
they act to maintain the same in its folded
position.

A folding Dbed constructed as above de-
scribed when lowered in position for use can-
not be folded up by accident, no matter how
the weight be deposited thereon, and is sup-
ported firmly and steadily. It can be opened
and folded up with but slight exertion, and
when folded up presents a highly-ornamental
appearance and may very conveniently be
utilized as a dressing-case. The bed is capa-
bie of being made in all sizes, and owing to
there being no unsightly portions that might
be exposed to view may be placed in any de-
sired position.

If desired the rounded ends of the supports
5 may be shod with metallic straps to prevent
wear.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim is—

1. In a folding bedstead, the combination

- 551,566

with the head-board and its base, of a bed
section provided at its foot with hinged legs
and having secured to the under side of its
head supports resting upon said base and
having rounded ends, and contractile springs
connecting sald head board and bed section,
substantially as described.

2. In a folding bedstead, the combination
with a head board and its base, of a bed sec-
tion provided at its foot with hinged legs and
having secured to the under side of its head
supports resting upon said base, and having
rounded ends, a projecting panel secured to
the head board and acting as a stop to limit
the downward movement of the bed section,
and cor‘ractile springs connecting said head
board and bed section, substantially as de-
seribed. |

5. In a folding bedstead, the combination
with a head board and its base, of a bed sec-
tion provided at its foot with hinged legs and
having secured to the under side of its head
supports resting upon said base and having
rounded ends, a friction roller journaled in
the upper edge of the head rail of the bed
section, and contractile springs connecting
sald head board and bed section, substantially
as described. .

4. In a folding bedstead, the combination
with a head board and its base, of a bed sec-
tion provided atits foot with hinged legs and
having secured to the under side of its head
supports resting upon said base and having
rounded ends, friction rollers journaled in
said base and forming a roller bearing for the
rounded ends of said supports, and contrac-
tile springs connecting said head hoard and
bed section, substantially as deseribed.

9. In a folding bedstead, the combination
with a head board and its base, of a bed scc-
tion provided at its foot with hinged legs and
having secured to the under side of its head
supports resting upon said base and having
rounded ends, a friction roller journaled in
the upper edge of the head rail of the bed sec-
tion, a series of friction rollers journaled in
said base and forming a roller bearing for the
rounded ends of said supports, and confrac-
tile springs connecting said head-board and
bed section, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

NESSeS,
MARY ELLA VAN OSDEL.
Witnesses:
JOHN B. STRASBURGER,
If. . STRASBURGER.
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