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To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, JAMES Q. LEMMON, a
citizen of the United States residing at La—

trobe, in the county of Westmoreland and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Shaft-Support, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

The invention relates to 1n1p1 ovements in
shatt-supports.

The object of the plesent invention is to
improve the construction of shaft-supports,
and to provide a simple and inexpensive one,
which will be positive and reliable in opera-
tion and strong and durable, and which will
be automatic in its operation and adapted to

be readily applied to a running-gear.

The invention consists in the eonstruetlon
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully desecribed, 'illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto-appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a side eleva-
tion of a shaft-support constructedin accord-
ance with this invention and shown applied
to a shaft, the latter being lowered. Fig. 2
is a similar view, the shaft beingraised. Fig.
3 is a detail view of the bracket-arm. Fig. 4
is a similar view of the brace. Fig. 5isa de-
tail perspective view of the guide-plate or
keeper. IKig. 6 isfrontelevation of the shait-
support, the shaft being elevated.

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
Ings.

1 designates a horizontally-disposed brack-
et—mm e*ctendmﬂ forward from a front axle
2 and hELVlIlﬂ 1S f1 ont end 3 curved upward,
and pmwded at 1ts rear end with a pair of
depending arms 4, arranged in front and rear
of the axle 2 and having their lower terminals
threaded and connected by a tie-plate 5 and
receiving nuts 6, whereby the bracket-arm is
secured to the front axle. The upwardly-
curved end o of the bracket-arm 1 haspivoted
to it the lower end of an upwardly-extending
brace 7, which is provided with a series of
perforations 8, whereby the brace may be ad-
justed to enable a shaft 9 to be held elevated
in the desired position.

The upper end of the brace 7, which 18
curved, 1s bent at right angles to form a
handle 10, and it is provided a short distance

below the handle with an inclined or down-

wardly-extending recess 11, which 1s adapted
to engage a guide-plate or keeper 12, secured
to the shaft, whereby the shaftis maintained
in its elevated position, as illustrated in Kig.
2 of the accompanying drawings.

The guide-plate or keeper 12 1s curved to
conform to the configuration of the rear por-
tion of the shait, and is arranged on the lower
face of the same, and 1s provided with sub-
stantially centrally - arranged longitudinal
slots for the reception of attachment-bolts 13,
and it projects laterally outward beyond the
shaft and 1s provided in the projecting por-

tion with a longitudinal opening 14 to receive

the brace 7. The rear edge of the plate 12 is
enlarged and rounded to provide an engag-
ing portion 15, which 1its in the recess or notch
11 of the curved brace 7.

When the shafts of a vehicle are lower ed,
the parts are arranged substantially as shown
in Fig. 1 of the acoompanying drawings, and
as they are raised to an elevated position
such as is shown in Fig. 2 of the accompany-
ing drawings, the brace swings rearward and
automatically engages the plate or keeper.

It will be seen that the shaft-support is ex-

| ceedingly simpleand inexpensivein construc-

tion, that it is strong and durable, and that
it is positive and reliable and automatic in
operation.

Changes 1n the form, p10p01t1011 and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this In-
vention.

What I claim 1s—

The combination with an axle and a shaft
of a shaft support comprising a honzon_t&l
bracket arm secured to the axle and extend-
ing forward therefrom, and curved upward
at i1ts front end, a curved plate secured to the
lower face of the shaft and projecting later-
ally therefrom and provided with an opening,
and having a transverse rib 15, located at the
back of the_fsald opening, and a curved brace
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arranged in the opening of the plate and piv- | my own I have hereto affixed my signature n
oted at its lower end to the bracket arm and | the presence of two witnesses.

provided at its upper end with a handle, and |

having a recess or notch adapted to engage | - | JAMES Q. LEMMON,
the rib 15 of the plate automatically when the Witnesses: |

shaft is raised, substantially as described. JOHN C. BORTS,
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as GEO. W. MAHANEY.
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