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To all whom it maz Y CONCETN.:

Beit known thatI, JAMES B: ALLEN, a (311:1-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Orange, 1n the county of ssex and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clothes-Line Sup-
ports, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
1ng drawings, forming a part thereof, in which
similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

This Invention relates to clothes-line sup-
ports for houses, and has for its object to pro-
vide means whereby the clothes-line may be
supported at a suitable height when the
clothes are being hung thereon, and as soon
as the oper a,twn 18 completed may be imme-
diately lowered in order that the clothes may
hang below the level of the window and the
window-sash be shut down upon the said line
in cold weather.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide such a device as will be readily appli-
cable to the window, adjustable according to
the height thereof,and in which the partsmay

be 1ead11y folded together to occupy but a

small compass.
The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of parts whereby

the above-mentioned and other desirable re-

sults are attained, and hereinafter fully de-
scribed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view, taken from the outside,
of a portion of a window having my clothes-
line support secured thereto. Fig. 2isaside
elevation of the support detached from the
window and folded. Fig. 3 is a horizontal

cross-section of the post and block within the

same, taken upon the line x x, Fig. 2.

In the practice of my invention 1 secure to
the frame of the window A, near the middle
and at the bottom thereof, sockets ¢, In which
are secured the Sectmnally square rods B,
slightly tapering toward the end and secured
in the sockets ¢ by means of thumb-screws .
T'he upper rod B is pivotally secured to a pin
¢, extending through the top of a post C, the
lower rod B being plvoted to a square sleeve
d, which surr ounds the said post near the bot-
tom and which is secured thereto by means
of the thumb-screw b'.

The post C is formed |

in two vertical sections comprising the main
portion C’ and the auxiliary p01t10n C?, both
of which are longitudinally grooved or re-
cessed interiorly to be sectionally U-shaped

in a foot or two of the bottom. The auxiliary
portion C¢is cut off a short distance beneath
the termination of the grooves in the interest
of lightness, the post bem o supported by the
IOWGI‘ end of its main portion, which consti-
tutes a leg D and 1s slightly tapered down-
wardly. In the front of the post is a longi-
tudinal slot E. |
Sliding within the post Cis a block I, hav-
ing a hook F' projecting forwardly therefrom

through the slot E. Secured to this block ¥

is & rope or cord G, which extends upwardly
around a pulley e, journaled in the top of the
post, the said 10pe then passing through an
eye 7 in the side of the post and being Wound

| upon a cleat g immediately below the same.

The said rope also has a handle G’ upon the
end thereol.

Upon the main portlon of the post C, to one
side of the slot K, 1s secured a plate or brace
h, having an extension /' of spring metal,
which projects upwardly therefrom at an
oblique angle across the slot E, and is then
bent back above the oblique portion to form
a horizontal portion /%, and- then ranges up-
wardly at right angles thereto to constitute a
handle 7% the whole thus forming a spring-

cateh.

The operation of the device will be readily
understood from the foregoing description,

from slightly below the top of the postto with- -
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taken in connection with the &ecompanying '

drawings. Theendlessclothes-line Hhaving
been secured upon the pulley H', as usual, the
same is hung upon the hook ¥’ and the rope G

is pulled to raise the block F to the top of the

post C, the hook F' thereon forcing back the

extension /' until it passes the said extension,

which then springs back, and the honzontal
portion £h* thereof pr events any downward
movement of the said block. The clothes are
then hung upon the line H, care being taken
that none of the same remain upon that por-
tion of the line which 1s within the window.
This being done, the catch is withdrawn from
beneath the hook I by pressing back the han-
dle 72 thereon, whereupon the block K and
the line will fall to the level of the window,
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when the clothes will hang below the sill of
the same, whereby their presence upon the
line does not prevent the entrance of light to
the room or obscure the outlook from the win-
dow, and also thereby enabling the window
to be shut down even when the clothes are

upon the line. |
In order that the line may be securely and

tightly held when the window is left open the
rope G is wound upon the cleat g, which pre-
vents any slipping of the said rope and drop-
ping of the line, or if the said rope should be-
come unwound the handle G’ upon the end of
the rope, being unable to pass the eye f, will
serve as a stop to hold the line.

The rods B being pivoted to the post and
to the sleeve d, respectively, the said rods
may, when detached from the sockets a, be
folded against the post, and being tapered
will fit snugly together in alignment there-
with. Furthermore, as the post fits loosely
in the sleeve d, the same will continually rest
upon the floor, irrespective of the height of
the window therefrom, and at the same time
will, by serewing up the thumb-serew b',be se-
cured in the said sleeve so rigidly as to be held
immovably in a perpendicular position.

In order that the sash may not be held par-
tially open by the rope beneath the same, 1

provide a strip of wood I, having a notch

therein mear one side, which said strip 1s
placed upon the sill below the sash, the notch
receiving the rope H therein.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s— -

1. A clothes-line support comprising a post
formed in two angular sections, rods pivoted
near the top and bottom thereof, sockets se-
cured to the window frame and adapted to re-
ceive the ends of the rods therein, a block

sliding in the post, a hook thereon extending
outwardly throngh the said post and adapted
to receive the clothes-line thereon, a pulley
near the top of the post, a rope secured to the
block and passing around the pulley, and a
cleat for securing the said rope, substantially
as shown and deseribed.

2. A clothes-line support comprising a post
formed of two angular sections with a longi-
tudinal slotin the front thereof, a tapered rod
pivoted to the top of the post, a similar rod

pivoted to a sleeve surrounding the said post

near the bottom, a thumb screw in the said
sleeve adapted to secure it to the post, sock-
ets upon the window frame adapted to receive
the rods therein, thumb screws in the said
sockets to secure the said rods, a block slid-
ing vertically in the post, a hook secured
thereto and projecting through the longitudi-
nal ‘slot in the front of said post, a pulley
journaled near the top of the post, a rope se-
cured to the block and passing around the
pulley, an eye upon the post through which
the rope passes, a cleat upon the said post
whereon the said rope may be wound, a han-
dle upon the end of the rope, and a spring
cateh near the top of the post adapted to en-
gage with the hook upon the sliding block
when the same is raised, and thereby support
the said hook, and a handle upon the said
catch to withdraw the same, substantially as
shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, In pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 21st day of Au-
gust, 1394.

JAMES B. ALLEN.
Witnesses:

Percy T. GRIFFITH,
C. GERST. '
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