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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No., 550,997, dated December 10, 18935.
Application filed Pebruarj 18,1895, Serial No, 538,830, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES P. MCGUIRE, Of
Atehison, Atchison (3011nty, Kansas, have in-
vented certa,in new and useful Improvements
in Safety-Pockets, of which the followingis a
full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part thereof.

My invention hasrelation to safety-pockets
for garments—such as coats, vests, trousers,
&e.—and the object in view 18 to provide a
pocket wherein articles may be placed se-
cure from accidental loss or from being with-
drawn from the wearer’s pocket by an unau-
thorized person without the wearer being
aware of the withdrawal.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists 1n certain novel and peculiar features of
construction and combinations of parts, as
hereinafter described and claimed. -

In order that the invention may be fully
understood, reference is to be had to the ac-
companying drawings, In which—

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective of
the front portion of oneside of avest provided

~with pockets constructed 1n accordance with

my invention. Fig. 2 represents a vertical
section of the same. Fig. 3 represents a sec-
tional view taken on the line « x of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 represents a sectional view taken on
the line y y of Fig. 1 and showing the pocket
opened. I'ig. o replesents in side elevation
the method of secur ing the elastic cord to the
covering of & resﬂlent strip, and in perspec-
five the method of securing the elastic tape to
a resilient strip direct.

In the said drawings, 1 deswnate% a vest,
which is provided with the 1ower and upper
pockets 2 and 3, respectively, in the usual
manner. In order to keep the mouth of the
pocket closed normally, I employ a resilient
strip 4, of steel, whalebone, or any other mas-

which extends, preferably, from the front
margin of the vest to the side seams and in
rear and i in the plane of the upper end of each
pocket. It is essential that this strip shall
project at each end beyond the end of the
pocket; but it is not absolutely essential that
it shall extend from the front margin of the

vest to the side seams, as helembefore de-

clent stlenﬂth and elasticity,

scribed and as illustrated, though with such
length the vest isgiven a better set and neater
appearance. This strip 4 is preferably cov-
ered by a suitable material 5, such as lining,
which is stitched to the vest in any suitable
manner, and thereby prevents the vest from
becoming wrinkled and drawn out of shape
and also operates effectually to hold themouth
of the pocket normallyclosed and lying flatly
and snugly against the opposing portlon of
the vest or other carment.

6 designates an elastle tape or cord, which
when stl etched comparatively taut corre-
sponds in length to the resilient or spring-
metal strip 4, herembefm e described, and this
tape or 0011d may be sewed or otherwise se-
cured at its opposite ends to the lining mate-
rial which covers the said resilient strip, as
shown at 7, or may be secured directly to said
resilient strip, as shown at 7>. In this case
the said strip is provided with one or more

‘apertures, through which the thread is passed

to secure said parts together. When applied
to the upper pocket in a vest or other gar-
ment, I preferably employ an elastic tape in-
stead of an elastic cord, so as to provide a
more extended friction-surface upon a pencil,
upon eyeglasses, or any other article which
must be held secure and yet be easily detach-
able from position.

In the lower pocket it will be noticed that
I employ a cord instead of a tape, because the
upper end of the partition 8, which divides
the pocket 2, may be more easily secured to
slide thereon. Said partition is sewed to the

| bottom of the pocket'in any suitable manner,

so as to form a second pocket 9 to contain
change, as shown in Fig. 3, or any other valu-
able a,rtlcle, as it is ev1den13 that the article or
articles contained in said pocket 9 could not
be accidentally lost, even with the garment
inverted, owing+to the fact of the co-operation

of the 1681116]113 strip 4, which prevents the

vest from wrinkling, and the flexible cord 6,

which causes the upper end of the partition 3
to lie snugly, smoothly, and tightly against
the contiguous portion of the vest foritsfull
length. Tt is apparent that these attach-
mentsu—@ e., the resilient strip and the flexi-
ble tape or cord and the partition,. either in

part or in whole—may be applied with equal

53

6o

70

75

80

Q0

95

100



10

advantage and at a very small cost to hip-

pockets, watch-pockets, and pockets 1in any

garment.
Having thus desceribed my invention, what

Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

AT ocket having its mouth external or at
the outer side of a wmment a resilient strip
of suitable material secured internally of the

ogarment at the upper end of the pocket to

keep the same normally closed, in combina-

tion with an elastic strip secured at its oppo- |

site ends to said resilient strip and extending

2 550,907

within i;he pocket, and a partition dividing the
pocket into two compartments, and secured
at its lower and side edges to the material

forming the pocket and slidingly at its upper

edge on said elastic tape or cord to permit the

| same to be e“'{pa,nded when required, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.
| JAMES P. MCGUIRK.

Witnesses:
M. R. REMLEY

G. Y. THORPE,
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