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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CARL F. LOMB, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK.

CARD LIST OR INDEX.

SPECIFICATION forming pmt of Letters Pa.tent No. 550 084, dated December 10, 1895.

Application filed J enua.ry 12, 1895 Serial No. 534,636.

(No model.)

To all whom it ma J CONCErT:

Beit known thatl, CARL F, LomB, of Roch-
ester, in the county of Monroe smd State of
New Yor]z:, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Card Lists or In-
dexes; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part of this
specification, and to the I'eferenee numelals
marked thereon.

My invention relates to a device for keep-
g lists on separate slips or cards—such, for
instance, as lists of names, catalogues of
books, accounts, &e¢.—whereregular arrange-
ment, alphabetical or otherwise, is to be pre-
served and frequent changes may be made in
it; and it has particularly forits object toim-
prove the construction and operation of such
a device as is shown in Letters Patent No.
504,255, granted June 16, 1891, to J. H. He-

- zandie, in which the cards are provided with
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apertures near their lower ends co-operating
with a rod or bar which is thickerin one di-
1eet10n than in the other—thatis, flat or sub-
stantially rectangular or elliptical in cross-
section—and which when turned in one direc-

tion will permit the removal of any of the | _
‘within an opening in. the front 11 of the

cards from said bar, but when turned in a
direction at right angles thereto will prevent
such removal; and to these and other ends it
consists in certain improvementsin construc-
tion and combinations of parts, all as will be
hereinatter fully described, and thenovel fea-
tures pointed out in the cla,lms at the end of
this specification. -

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspectwe
view of a drawer and portion of a cabinet,
showing my invention applied thereto; Fig.
2, a longitudinal sectional view; Fig. 3, a de-
tached view of the locking-plate; Fig. 4, a
perspective view of the rod or bar and lock-
ing-plate, showing the plate in dotted lines;
Ifig. 5, a sectional viewon the line « « of Fig.
2; Hig. 6, an enlarged sectional view on the
line ¢ ¢ of Kig. 5, looking to the left; Fig. 7,
a rear view of the lock on the follower; Fig.
8, a view of one of the cards or tablets; Fig.
J, a section on the line 2z z of Kig. o.

Similar reference-numerals in the several
figures indicate similar parts.

The drawer or casing in which the index

or listis arl*a,ng'ed may be of any suitable con-

struction; but I prefer to employ such an ar-
rangement asis shownin Kig. 1, 1indicating a
saitable cabinet or casing; 2, the drawer slid-
ing therein, having a partition 3 and adapted
to contain two of the indexes, one series of
cards 4 being shown on one side of the parti-
tion 3 and the cards belonging on the other
side being removed, so as to show the con-
struction of the parts. As in the before-
mentioned patent, the cards 4 are each pro-
vided near the lower side with an enlarged
recess 6 and a narrow slot 7, as shown in Fig.
8, and the rod or bar S, on which the cards are
held, is flattened or wider in one direction
than in the other and is capable of being
turned into a vertical position, as shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 2, when the cards may be
slipped upon it vertically, and may also be
turned substantially horizontally, when the
longest diameter of the rod 8 will project
across the slot 7 and prevent the removal of
the cards; or it 1s otherwise rendered capable
of locking the cards when turned one way
and releasing them when turned in the other.
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This rod 8 in the present construction is pro-

vided at its outer end with a knob 9 and back
of this with a shoulder 10, which is arranged

drawer, and between said shoulder and the
plate 12 on the front of the draweris arranged
a spring 13, the function of which is to keep
said rod 8 pressed normalily backward. The
rear end of the rod is provided with a cylin-
drical portion 14, having a bearing in the rear
end of the drawer, to which latter is secured
a plate 15, having slots 16, projecting at right
angles, as ‘shown in Fig. 3 said slots bemﬂ' of
eppwmmetely the shape of the end of the

rod.
. From the above 1t will be seen that nor-

| mally the rod being in the position shown in

Kig. 2 the rearend Wlll be held by the spring
13 in engagement with the horizontal slot 16
and the rod will be prevented from turning
and releasing the cards; butwhen 1t1s desired
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to remove any of the cardsitisonly necessary -

to pull the rod outward against the -tension
of the spring 13 by means of the knob 9 un-

“til the shoulders at the rearend, formed by re-
“ducing the rod, are disengaged from the hori-

zontal slot 16, and then allowing the spring to
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push the rod backward and engage it with the
vertical 51013 in the plate 15, ‘where it will be
held from accidental movement and the cards

can be inserted and removed, and when de-
sired the rod can be turned back to horizontal

position and locked by engagement Wuh the,_

horizontal slot in the plate 15.
Arranged upon the rod and adapted to slide

long 1t11c11n::'1,111' 1311@1 eof1s a follower r-”O hzwmn |

Other means f01 10(311,1110 the bﬂ,r 8 from’ rota-
tion than that shown, which is capable of
operation from the fr 01113 but sometimes, as
when the index is used ’Do contain sig n&tm S
at saving’s or other banks, it is desu*able that
the follower be pri evented from backward
movement, so that the removal of the. cards
may be prevented, and also that a 10(3]{1110
means be provided to prevent.the’ unauthor-

ized changing of any of the cards, and this T

find is best aecomphshed by providing a lock
upon the follower, which shall not only pre-
vent the movement of the latter, but also pre-
vent the turning of the rod 8, :.rmd tothis end
I.arrange upon t]le rear side of said.follower

smt.-mble lock adapted 1o be Opel"&ted by a
L_ey and.embodying, preferably, a

the upper side of said rod when in horizon-
tal position and prevent its being  turned so
as to release the cards. Stllt&ble fmetmn de-
vices ale also prowded in said lock for en-
gaging the rod 8 and preventing the b&ckm
ward movement of the follower, said devices
consisting in the present mstanee of a plate
22, bent at an ang.

4—!'—-‘,

beneath said’ 1‘0{:1

when turning and when in vertical position;

but when said rod is held down by the bolt of
the lock it is held against said catch, which

then operates as a ratchet, pr eveutlnn* the
backward movement of the follower 'but per- |.
111113L111n 1ts forward movement or towm'd the
front. The under edges of therod 8 may be

milled or roughened, it desired, and. thoucrh;,
it is not necessary that this forn ::11*(:1 movei

ment be permitted I prefer it.

The particular construction of .the lock is
movable.
bolt; but in the present embodiment I have
extended the upper end of the bolt ontthrough

immaterial as long as it embodies a

the casing 19 and arrange a small spring. 23

between. the bolt and. the partition 24 in the |/
lock-casing, the tend@nuy of said spring being

TheT'

to dlbellﬂ age the bolt from the rod 8.
bolt is &ISO provided with the reduced portion

with whicli co- operate the spring-arms 25,
- the tencleney of said arms beuw toward. e&ehfi

Lo the posﬁzmn fs.hown in dotted lines in Fig.’
When the bolt is pushed dewn the arms

Vlth if desired.

a vertically-
:nmv:abble bolt 21, adapted to co-operate with.

e, as shown, and arranged.
the central 1:101%1011 bemb,_
cut away for the aceommodamon of the rod. 3

between Smd arms :;1,11{:1 turned wﬂl Sepamte
them, allo“muﬂ the spring 23, to lift the Bolt:

24 will engage the reduced porfion and main-

tain the follower locked to the rod. "I have
shown a Iug 27 on the casing of the lock,

which prevents the complete rotation of the
locking-rod 8, as will be understood, and when
the edﬂ‘es on one side of the bar are roughened
for the engagement I prefer to employ this in

order Lha,t the roughened side only will en-
gage the plate 22_., but it may be dispensed

Tt will be noted that if the cards are to be
changed or inserted on the rod 8 at infrequent

or Smted 1111361‘\ &ls 01115 the lﬁnmtuduml

LT

15 could be dlspensed with and the lock on
the follower, which serves to prevent.rotation
of the rod, (301.11(1 be relle(l upon alone to se-
cure 1t.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a caird list, a flattened locking rod or

bar adaptedto pass throughseveral cards and

capable of a_rotary :zmd a, 1011(1‘11311(1111&1 move-
ment in its bearings, in combmatmn with. &
support having a slot orrecess with which said
rod normally engages to prevent rotary move-
ment and from whlc;h it is disengaged by a
longitudinal movement, Substantm,lly as de-

scrlbed

2. In a card list, a flattened locking.rod.or

bm* adapted to pass thirough'several em‘ds and

ap&b]e of . a, rotary. and 10nn1tudmal move:-
ment in its bearings, in eombm&tmn Wlth &
support, having slots Wlth which said rod:co-

operates. 10 pre event. rotary. movement and
from which: it is disengaged by a longitudinal

movement, and-a spring. " for moving Sald rod
1011&11311(‘11]:1&11}' to_engage it with. its supporb,

and lock it, substan‘mally as deseribed.:
3. Ina mrd list, a flattenedlocking rod. or
baradapted to pass through several. em-*ds ca-

pable of arotary and a 10110 itudinal movement_

_' inits bearings, and hawnw the extended béar-
ing end i combmamon *mth the 100L1nﬂ' pl:{bte

s'tmzltlally as desombed

40 In a-card list, a flattened. loekmﬂ rod or.
bar adapted to pass throughseveral cards and.
capable of a rotary movement inits bearings,

in combination with a follower m ovable 101:1—
gitudinally of said rod and preveunted from 10-
tary movementthereon, andadetachable fas-

tening device on said followm, for engaging.
the rod and. preventmfr 1#% 1*ot&t10n, csubstan-f“
tially as described. |
5. In a card list, a flattened. 100111110' Tod
adapted to pass throunh several cards and ca-
pable of a rotary nmvement in _its bearings,
in eombination with a follower czmpable of a

longitiudinal movementup onsaidrod and pre-
ivented from rotar 'y mo vement thereon, and a

.| detachable securing device on_said follower .
for engaging the 1*0(1 and preventmw itsrotary.
§movement and also preventing the movement
of the follower lonn‘ltudumllv of therod, Sllb—-.
stantially as desembed A

70

75

30

Q0

95

100

105

I1O

II§

120

125

T30




20

550,084 - 3

6. In a card list, a flattened locking rod |

adapted to passthroughseveral cards and ca-
pable of a rotary movement in 1ts bearings,
In combination with a follower capable of a
movement longitudinally of therod and pre-
vented from rotary movement thereon, a de-
tachable locking device on the follower em-
bodying a movable bolt and a ratchet engag-
ing the rod and preventing movement in one
direction, substantially as described.

7. In a card list, the combination with the
flattened locking rod, the follower, and the
locking device on the follower embodying the
movable bolt, cooperating with the rod, and

the catch plate 22 arranged and operating,sub-

stantially as described.

8. In a card list, the combination with the
drawer or receptacle, the flattened lockingrod
journaled at or mear opposite ends in the
drawer having theshoulders, a spring cooper-
ating with the shoulders at one end to move

the rod longitudinally, and a locking plate
having the horizontal slot with which the
shoulders at the other end of the rod cooper-
ate, substantially as desecribed.

9. The combination with a casma, of a flat-
sided, rotatable rod arranged in said casing
partltlons slips or cards h:&W ng apertures 01
perforations through which said.rod passes,
and being promded with openings of less width
than the greater diameter of the cross section
of the rod and a follower adapted to rest
against a pmt of the casing, and also having
an aperture or perforation through which said
rod passes, and being provided with meansen-
gaging said rod and preventing its rotation,
substantially as deseribed.

CARL F. LOMB.

Witnesses:
AUGUST V ETTER,
If. . CHURCH.
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