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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, WiLLiaM H. FORCE
and MAXIME O. PARENTEATU, citizens of the
United States, residing at Springfield, Hamp-

5 den county, State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a newand useful Improvementin Kye-
lets, of which the following is a specification.

Our improvements relate to the construc-
tion of an eyelet, the object being to provide

10 an eyelet with a covered head of plastic ma-

terial extendingin a continuous and unbroken

layer upon all sides of the metallic flange to

the tube of the eyelet and one which will pre-
sent a smooth flat bearing-surface upon the
15 under side of the head.
- The invention consists in the combination
and construction hereinafter described, and
more particularly pointed out in the claim.
In the drawings forming part of this speci-
20 fication, Figure Iis a top plan view of an un-
covered eyelet.  Fig. ITis a bottom plan view
of the same. Fig. III is a side elevation of
the same. Iig. IV is a top plan view of a
covered eyelet. Xig. V isa bottom plan view
25 of the same. Fig. V1isa vertical central sec-
tion of the two dies removed, with the eyelet
and the cover-blank in position to be oper-
ated upon by the dies. Fig. VIILis a vertical
central section through the closed dies and
30 through the combined eyelet and cover. Fig.
VIIIis a side elevation of the covered eyelet,
and Fig. IX is a plan view of the plastic blank
before being combined with the eyelet.
Referring to the drawings, much enlarged

35 from the natural size, the uncovered eyelet,

of thin sheet metal, preferably brass, con-

sists of the tube portion a, flange b, and col- |

lar ¢. The eyelet, drawn in the usual way
from the sheet-brass, is in the last process of
40 the drawing struck up to have the collar ¢
formed as shown more particularly in Fig.
111, so that when the tube a is fitted into a
corresponding opening in a back die D the
collar, resting upon the face of the die, will
45 seb off the flange b clear from the face of the
die, as shown in Figs. VI and VIL. The
flange b is scalloped at one or more places in
its perimeter, as seen at d, for the purpose of
anchoring the covering and preventingit {from
so rotating upon the eyelet. A projection or

spur from either face of the flange would |

serve the same purpose of locking the cover-
ing to the flange; but by extending entirely
or partially through the covering would ma-
terially weaken it, so that notches or scallops,
as shown at d, are preferred. The eyelet so
formed with an external collar ¢ is inserted
in a back die to have its flange 6 set off from
the face thereof, and a washer of plastic ma-
terial, such as will flow under heat, is laid
over the flange b to cover the same. A heated
face die is then brought over the plastic
washer and in contact with the back die D
and the plastic material flows around the
flange to form a continuous and unbroken
cover h, which on the under side of the eye-
let is flush with the shoulder of collar ¢, as
shown in Figs. V and VIII, and which pre-
sents a smooth flat bearing to rest against the
leather of the shoe.

It is found in practice that where the con-
tinuity of the plastic cover upon the under
side of the head of the eyelet is interrupted
by corrugations or other projections numer-
ous edges of the covering are presented to be
acted upon by the movement and working of
the leather of a shoe in contact with the eye-
let, with the result that the covering is en-
tirely broken off, and it is to obviate this dif-
ficulty that a uniformly thick covering is pro-
vided, as well as a flat bearing-surface, for the
under side of the head. That is one of the

‘main objects of our improvements.
The dies shown in Figs., VI and VII form

the subject-matter of an application for pat-
ent now before the Off]
No. 548,220. -- |
Now, having described our invention, what
we claim is— |
The metallic eyelet comprising a central
tube, a flange head thereto, a collar at the

top of the tube and contiguous to the base of

the flange—and a plastic cover inclosing the
flange and forming an unbroken bearing sur-
face on its under side and one flush with the
shoulder of the collar, |

WILLIAM 1. FORCE.
MAXIME O. PARENTEAU.

Witnesses:
R. ¥. HYDE,
PENN TYLER,.
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