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- sides of the cubical block.

50

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSTAH PTERCE, JR., OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

- BLOCK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 550,563, dated November 26, 1895.

Application filed March 28, 1805.

serial No, 543,525, (No model,)

To all whom it may concermn:

~ Be it known that I, JOSIAH PIERCE, Jr.,
citizen of the United State& residing at Bal-—
timore, Maryland, have invented certain new
and useful Implovements in Blocks; and I
(o hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the mventlen
such as willenable others skilled in the art 60
whichit appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
blocks; and it consists in providing a block
with a plurality of illustrations of animalsor
other devices superimposed over the edges of
the said block and provided with similar SeC-
tion-lines along the said edges, whereby the

sald block is edapted to eombme with any

number of similar blocks, and yet the said
block shows when examined from any of the
said edges a complete figure or design. The
top zmd bottom of the b&ld block may be pro-
vided with illustrations of a similar type or
of anyother type, or may be left blank, if de-
sired.

The said invention will be understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which the same parts are indicated by the

same letters and numerals throughout t]le_

several views.
Figure 1 represents a blank made of card-

.bOEle or any similar material from which the

hereinafter-described block may be manu-
tactured; and Fig. 2 represents a perspective
view of three bloeks constructed according to
my invention and put together to form cer-
tain combinations her elnafter to be described.
B, B’, and B* represent three blocks con-
structed according to my invention and
placed the one beside the other, as shown in
Fig. 2. The blank for menufaeturmﬂ one of
these blocks, or the paper case Wthh may be
used to inclose a cubical block of wood or
other material, is shown in plan in Fig. 1,
where B° represents the blank or paper case,
as the case may be, and 0, b% 03, b4, 0% and b
represent the various penels formmﬂ' the
These pzmels are
c,epeble of being folded upon the dotted lines
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, while the panels 0', 0% and
b* are p10V1ded with fl

are inclined, asatb’, and should pr efer ably be
faced with glue, so thm: when the said panels
arefolded intoa quadrangularform the panels

‘of the block is completed.

" T0O.

aps or edges b which -

—

b and 0° may be turned down upon and glued
flaps, whereby the cubical exterior
Printed, stamped, 55

to the said

painted, or otherwise applied across the fold

1 before the blank is made up is the figure
of some object, whether animate or inani-
mate is immaterial, which object is repre-
sented in Fig. 1 asa rhineeeros. ‘Another ob-
ject is similarly arranged across the fold 2,
which in Fig. 1isrepresentedasa dromedary,
and similarly forthefold 3, where a kangaroo
18 shown. The fold 4 is completed by the
junction of the quter edges of the panels b’
and 0% and thus the four sides of the block
are covered with figures, part of which are on
one side of the block and part of which are on
the other side of the block ; but the said figures
allhave section-lines on the edges of the b1oel{
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of equal dimensions and snnllarly disposed

relative to the base of the block.

For symmetry’s sake the top and the bot-
tom of the block, represented by the panels bH°
and 0° respectively, are provided with illus-
trations of a’similar type; but this is entirely
immaterial and has no bearing upon the es-
sence of my invention.

It will be seen that where several blocks
are constructed similar to that shown dia-
grammatically in Fig. 1 the various devices
on any one of the said blocks will combine
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with the devices shown on the sides of any

one of the other blocks to form ﬁﬂ‘ures, which

may be either correct, as by proper junction
of two similar blocks or fantastic, as shown
in Fig. 2, where three of the blocks are shown
as connected together and part of the drome-
dary shown on one block combines with a part
of the kangaroo shown on the other block to
form an Imaginary animal, which the junec-
tion of the two blocks entitles a “dromega-
” Again, the junction of the two blocks
B and B? (shown in Fig. 2) represents an
imaginary animal formed by the junction of
half of an alligator with the other half of a
rhmoeeros Wthh the blocks show as named
1 “alliceros.”
The possible combinations of a few of these

blocks may be readily computed; but the

number of said combinations for, say, a dozen

blocks 18 almost beyond comprehension.
While I have shown animals on the said

blocks, any other suitable devices or designs
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may be applied and the same or similar ef-

- fect may be produced.
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I am aware that blocks of various deserip-
tions have been made upon which ‘‘sliced
pictures” have been placed, which pictures
when put together as a mosaic form a com-
pleted picture. I am also aware that blocks
and other devices have been made in which
the section-lines along the edges of the said

blocks are so arranged as to register with

similar section-lines along the edges of other

blocks, and thus the same blocks may be used ;

to represent a diversity of different devices
made up of interchangeable halves. In these
various devices, however, the object 1s rep-
resented as half on one block and half on the

other and only one part of the object can

combiné with one part of some other object,
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while the blocks as detached represent no
complete design. In myinvention, however,
the two parts of a complete illustration are
bent over the folds or corners of the block,
so that when the block is looked at edgewise
the entire illustration is seen, and yet when
other similar blocks are brought into juxta-
position thereto the said blocks can combine
with either half of any of the said objects to
form other objects or illustrations. The ef-
fect of this is to double the number of com-
bining faces, and hence to multiply the num-
ber of combinations to a large extent.

It will be evident that oblong or hexagonal -
‘blocks or any other blocks which are adapted

to fit together may be illustrated, as shown
in the drawings forming part of this specifi-
cation. |

Itwill be evident that the hollow block man-
ufactured from the cardboard shown in Ifig.
1 or from any other blank may be made 1n

two or more separable or superimposable !
parts. It will also be evident that various :

other illustrations may be substituted for the
animals represented in the drawings.

|

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, 18—

1. A plurality of blocks each provided with
a plurality of designs or figures stamped,
printed or painted across the angular edges
of each of said blocks and so arranged that
one part of each of said designs or figures will
be on one side of one of said edges, and the
other part on the other side of said edges, and
the imaginary section made by the said edge
shall register with the imaginary sections
made by the similaredges of the other blocks,
substantially as desecribed.

2. The combination with a block provided

| with designs or figures printed or painted

across the edges thereof and extending on
either side of said edges, of a second similar

Dblock having designs or figures also printed
| or painted across the edges thercof and also

extending on either side of said edges, the 1m-
aginary section lines made by the sald edges
being adapted to register with each other, and
either part of one design being adapted to
form a composite figure with either part of
any design on the other block, substantially
as described.

3. A Dblank for bDlocks comprising three pan-
els transversely disposed, and four panels lon-
oitudinally disposed, the said panels being

' adapted to fold as shown, with designs or fig-

ures stamped, printed or painted across some

| of the said folds, and so arranged that the im-

aginary section lines made by the said folds
shall be at the same position relative to the
base of the block, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOSIAH PIERCE, JR.
Withesses: |
JOs. . BLACKWOOD,
JOHN CHALMERS WILSON.
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