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To all whom zt a1 COnCeri:

beitknownthat I, FREDERICK W Z.ANDER,
a cltizen of the Umted States of America, re-
siding at Stanton, in the county of Stanton and
State of Nebr Ebb]{& have invented certain new
and useful Impr ovements 1n Trace-Carriers;
and T do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the mven-
tmn such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying dmwmws and to0 letters of reference
malked thereon, whmh form a part of this

specification.

The object of the invention is to provide
means whereby the traces can be readily
caughtup by the cockeyesto preventthe ends

flOIll hanging down or dr agging when the

races are not in use; and 113 consmtq 1n the

construction and combination of the parts,

whereby I provide a cage which is attached to
a suitable frame or pla,te the cage having
hooks formed integral therewith, whmh are
bent toward each othel ,and the frame or plate
being provided with a flat spring carrying a
Cr oss-bzu which is adapted toengage the ends
of the hooks and project bevond the same 1o
form guides, which will lead the cockeyes to

- the hooks the projecting ends of the cross-bar
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also prowdmw means for. depressing thespring
when 1t is desired to disengage the cockeyes
from the hooks, all as will be hel elnafter fully
set forth, and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompany ing dr ElWlIl“S forming
part of this speci catlon Blﬂtﬂ@ 1 Is & per-
spective view of my impr oved trace-carrier.
Kigs. 2 and 3 are sectional views, Fig. 3 being
taken on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2; and Fw 4 1s &
view showing the appheatmn of the mnven-
tion.

A designates the base-plate or fr ame, which
18 prefer ably struck up from a single pw(,e of
sheet metal to presentthreeside bams a, ¢, and

o? for the attachment of the harness. straps
Theside of the base plate or fralne opposite the
bar ¢ 1s provided with a loop a?, to which the

crupper-strap is secured, and to a bar extend-

ing across this loop is riveted or otherwise at-
tached a flat spring B, the upper free end of
which carries a eross-bar b.

C designates the cage, which is struck up

of sheet metal to provide a top or covering
p]cbte ¢, from which depend inclined members
¢', the ends of sald members being bent out-
wardly and secured to the bed plate or frame
A, so as to support the plate ¢ a suitable dis-
tanee above the same. The ends of the plate
c have members C’ formed integral therewith,

which are bent to provide hooks the ends of
which lie under the top or covering plate ¢,

and parallel therewith, and with said hooks
the cockeyes of the traces are adapted to en-

gage.

Tt will be noted that the cross-bar b, which
1s carried by the spring B, normally engages
with the under side of the hooks C’, and that
the ends of said cross-bar project beyond the
hooks to form a guide for depressing the
spring in &ttaehmﬂ the cockeyes. The pro-
,]ec‘rmn ends also prowde convenient means
for depressing the spring manually when it
1s desired to 1e]ea%e the cockeyes from the
hooks. It will also be noted that the cross-
bar, bearing against the under side of the

-hooks, will guide the cockeyes into the hooks

after they are let into the cage.

By locating the spring as shown thereisno
possibility of excessively depressing the same,
as 1ts downward movement is limited when
the device i1s attached to the harness.

1The device not only forms a cheap and effi-
cienttrace-carrier, buttheframe A alsoserves
to connect the back-band strap, crupper-
strap, and thestraps of the breeching thereto.

1 am aware that priortomy invention it has
been proposed to provide a trace-carrier con-
sisting of a base-plate struck up to provide
vertical side pieces and having springs at-
tached thereto, which impinge aﬂamst hooks
also carried by the base-plate, the hooks being

centrally located between the side pieces.

I am also aware that a trace-carrier has
been made with a base-plate having a pair of
hooks, the ends of which project toward each
other, and a single spring which engages the
hooks; but I do not claim a tr ace-carrier so
constructed

My invention isdesigned to provide a trace-
carrier in which the parts are so constructed
that the spring and hooks will lie within the
cage and be fully protected by the top or cov-
ering plate thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— -'
1. In a trace-carrier for harness, the com-

~bination, of a bed-plate or frame A present-
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ing c¢ross-bars asshown, aflat spring B secured
to one of the cross-bars of the frame A and
carrying a cross-bar O at its free end, and a
cage C having depending members which are
rigidly attached to the frame A, the cage be-
ing provided with hooks C’ which project
toward each other under the top or covering
plate ¢, the cross-bar of the spring bearing
against the under side of the hooks, substan-
tially as shown and for the purpose set forth.

2. A trace-carrier for harness, comprising
a flat metal frame A provided at oneend with

an opening or loop, a flat spring B attached |

to the frame A and carrying at its free end a
cross-bar D, a cage C having depending men-
bers which are attached to the frame A and
provided with a flat portion providing a top or

covering plate ¢ having members C' formed

into hooks, the terminal portion of the hooks
lying beneath the plate c and extending paral-
lel therewith and the ends of the cross-bar b
extending outwardly beyond the hooks, sub-
stantially as shown and for the purpose set
forth. | |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

"FREDERICIKK W. ZANDER,
Witnesses: |
H. . STEPHENS,
AUG., LOERKE.
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