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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OTtT0o KUCH, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of Sta-
pleton, in the county of Richmond, in the
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Christmas-

- Tree Candle-Holders, of which the following
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18 a specification.

Thisinvention relates to holders for Christ-
mas-tree candles.

The object of my invention is to provide a
new and improved holder of this kind which
18 simple in construction, can be held firmly
and securely on the branches and twigs of
the tree, can be applied and removed very
readily, and holds the candle securely and
without cutting the same, and always holds
the candle in vertical position independently
of the inclination of the twig or branch.

In the acecompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
letters of reference indicate like parts in all
the figures, Figure 1 is a vertical transverse
sectional view of my improved Christmas-tree
candle-holder. Fig. 218 a side view of the
same. I'ig. 318 a plan viewof the same. Fig.
4 is a plan view of the blank for forming the
cross-piece and socket.

The holder 1s composed of two dished and
ornamented plates A, which are so mounted
that they can beswung toward and from each
other and are acted upon by a suitable spring.
Each plate Aisprovided with a downwardly-
extending wing B, provided mnear its lower
end with a series of inwardly-extending pro-
jections or spurs B, preferably formed by
punching part of the wing inward, which
spurs serve for giving the holder a firm grip
on a branch or tww of the tree. A cross-
piece C, made of sheet metal, is provided along
each side edge with a slot D, and through
sald slots the wings B are passed so that they
can swing in smd slots. The cross-piece C is

provided W1th two additional slots K, closer
to each other, and through said slots E the
shanks of a U-shaped spring F are passed
from the bottom upward, so that the upper
ends of sald shanks rest against the inner

- surfaces of the plates A and exert an outward

pressure on the same and press them from
each other, thereby pressing the lower ends
of the wings B toward each other. To pre-
vent the spring-shanks from shifting, the
plates A are provided in their inner surfaces

~with recesses H for receiving the ends of the
shanks of the spring.

The cross-piece C 1s provided at its ends
with the curved tongues J, which are bent
up over the upper surface of the cross-piece
and toward each other, so as to form a socket
K for receiving the lower end of the candle L.

To apply the holder on a branch or twig of
the tree the upper plates A are pressed to-
ward each other, whereby the wings I3 are sep-
arated sufﬁciently to permit pa,ssing the
branch or twig on which the holder is to be

| applied between them, and when the plates

A are released the spring F presses them from

each other, thereby pressing the wings B

against the branch or twig with sufficient

pressure to hold the holder on the same in

such a manner that the candle always stands
vertically.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a Christmas tree candle holder, the
combination with two plates having down-
wardly extending wings, of a cross piece on
which said plates are mounted to swing to-
ward and from each other, a U shaped spring
passed upward through slots in the cross
piece, its shanks resting against the inner
surfaces of the plates and pressing them from
each other and a candle holding socket on
sald cross piece and between the plates, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described.

2. In a Christmas tree candle holder, the
combination with a plate having a slot alonn'
each side edge and two slots between the slots
along the side edges of two plates having
downwar dly extendmﬂ wings, which are
passed through the slots alonﬂ thie side edges

of the cross piece, a U shaped' spring hav-

ing its shanks passed upward through the
1nner slots in the cross piece, to rest against
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the mner surfaces of the plates and press | ence of two witnesses, this 11th day of July,
sald plates outward and a candle holding | 1895.
socket made 1ntegral with the cross piece and Y TETTOT
o Trdees _ NP OTTO KUCIIL.
located between the plates, substantially as )
5 herein shown and described. Witnesses:
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as | OSCAR II'. GUNZ,
myinvention I have signed my name, in pres- D. PETRI PALMEDO.
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