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To all whom it may concermn: |
Be 1t known that I, ALICE WORTHINGTON

. WINTHROP, of Washington, in the District of
- Columbia, have invented a certain new and

10

~useful Improvement in Bicycle - Skirts, of

which the following is a specification.

The bicycle-skirt to which the invention is

directed is one which is convertible into either

a continuous skirt or a divided skirt. Both

the front and the back of the skirt are re-
movable at will, and for this purpose are de-

. tachably connected (by hooks and eyes, but-

L5

tons, or other analogous fastening devices) to
a divided skirt. The front and back when
in place make the skirt a continuous skirt,

- not distinguishable from other continuous
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skirts; but when they are removed the skirt
1s at once converted into a divided skirt.

This form of skirt dispenses with the use of

knickerbockers or similar undergarments.
It is convenient in that the back and front
can be removed by the wearer, leaving a di-
vided skirt, which is the least cumbersome

form of ladies’ apparel for bicycle-riding.
The detached parts can be done up in a bun-
“dle of small compass and strapped to the bi- |

cycle, so as to be available for instant use at
any time the wearer may wish, if, for ex-
ample, she may wish to quit her bicycle and
walk for any distance or length of time.
Moreover, the detachable front and back can
(either or both of them) be utilized for other
purposes when detached from the skirt. I

- propose to make use of the front as a satchel

or pocket and of the back as a hood and
cape, for which purpose I so construct them
that by rapid and simple adjustment each
may be thus converted. |

The invention will first be explained by ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, form-

ing part of this specification, and will then

bemore particularly pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view
of my skirt with the parts assembled. Tig.
2 18 a rear view of the same. Fig. 3isa view

showing the various portions of the skirt de-
tached, the under portion of the removable |
frontbeing shown. Tig.4isaview of the rear
portion when converted into a hood and cape;
and K1g. 5 is aview of the front portion folded
to form a pocket or satchel and attached to
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the handle-bar of a bicycle, the folds being
on the dotted lines of Fig, 3. '

In the drawings, A represents the bifur-
cated or divided skirt. Jtis made of a width
equal to. that of the ordinary skirt, and is
provided on the middle and lower portion of
each of its members with a series. of hooks

‘and eyes ¢ and at its upper portion with a

row of buttons «? for a purpose hereinafter
to be set forth. |

B represents the detachable front porticn
of the skirt, which is cutin such form thatthe
buttonholes 0* with which it is provided on
its upper edges may engage and register with
the buttons. ¢* of the undergarment. Tt is

further provided on its lower side edges with -

hooks and eyes 0, designed to register with
and engage the hooks and eyes a of the un-
dergarment. On the under side of this de-
tachable front portion I provide the short
straps 0° and the series of buttons b, for a
purpose which will presently appear.

- U represents the detachable back portion
of my skirt. This is fastened to the under-
garment in the same way as the front por-
tflon—that is, by means of the hooks and
eyes a* and c on the outer and under gar-
ments, respectively—and on its upper edge
I provide a row of eyes c®. In the upper
corner of this back portion and on the under
side thereof I provide a series of rings 3,
running in the approximate shape of a semi-
circle from a point about the middle of the
upper edge to a corresponding point on the
outer edge thereof. A cord ¢!, designed to
run 1n these rings, is also provided.

In the use of my bicycle-skirt, the rider is
first appareled in the bifurcated garment A.
The rear portion Cisthen attached by means
of its hooks and eyes, the string or cord c be-
ing in a loose state. Thefrontportion isthen
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attached by engaging the buttons¢? and but- .

tonholes (* and hooks 0 with the eyes .
1The appearance of the rider is now that of a
person attired in an ordinary riding or walk-
ing gown.

In case the weather should become inclem-

ent or the rider become chilled, she dismounts
her bicycle, detaches the rear portion of her 100
skirt, and forms a combined hood and cape by

drawing the ends of the cord c¢* through the
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rings ¢* after having inserted her head in the
upper portion of the skirt. The front edges
may then be hooked around her body and
shoulders by inserting the hooks ¢ into the
eyes ¢*, with which the edges are provided,
or, in case it becomes warm or should she
wish to dismount and walk any distance,
after detaching the back portion, as above
set forth, she may also detach the front por-
tion in a similar manner, and, folding 1t on
the dotted lines, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4,
form a pocket or satchel, into which the rear
‘detachable portion of the skirt may be 1in-
serted, the buttonholes 0 of the front por-

15 tion then engaging the buttons b* and the
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contents are prevented from falling out.
This poeket or satchel is then, by means of
the straps 0% attached to the handle-bars of
the bicvele, and the cyelist 1s thus enabled
to continue her journey on foot unimpeded
by the weight of the detachable portions of
her raiment. |

Having thus described my invention and
the best manner of carrying the same into
effect, I state in conclusion that I do mot

wish to be understood as limiting myself to

3 549,472

| the precise details of construction, as the

same may be varied to a considerable extent
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention; but

What I claim as new and of my own in-
vention, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

A Dbicvele or riding skirt consisting of a di-
vided skirt and removable front and rear por-
tions covering the lines of division of the
skirt at front and rear, said portions being
each of narrower dimensions than the width
of the respective portions of the skirt and be-
ing detachably connected along their side

edges to the latter, whereby said removable

portions form the front and rear, and the
outer sides of the divided skirt form the sides,
of the complete garment, substantially as
hereinbefore set forth.

- In testimony whereof I have hercunto set
my hand this 7th day of September, 15J9.

ALICE WORTHINGTON WINTHROP.

Witnesses: |
EWELL A. DICK,
. B. KEEFER.
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