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To all whonv it may CORCCTIL:

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. LENNOX,
q citizen of the United States, residing at
Hartford, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Rims for Musi-
cal Instruments, of which the following is a
specification. | |

The invention relates to the class ot
stringed instruments which havea skin drawn
tightly over a rim and held by adjustable
hooks, such as banjos, banjays, banjolins,
banjorines, and similar musical instruments.

The object of the invention 1s o produce a
simple, cheap, and strong instrument of this
class with a rim that has a smooth exterior
that is, a rim without any pro jecting brackets
or exposed nuts.

To this end the invention resides in details
of the construction of an instrument having
a rim that is perforated from edge 1o edge to
receive the ends of the head-tightening hooks
and the nuts on the shanks of the hooks, as
more particularly hereinatter dleseribed, and
pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 11is a plan of the head of an instru-
ment made according to the invention. Ifig.
9 is an edge view of the same, and Fig. 518
an enlarged detail section through a part of
the rim. | |

Tn the construction embodying the inven-
tion shown in the drawings the rim is formed
of a circular band of wood 1 with a metallic
9 around the bottom edge and a metallic
The ring 3 pref-

ring 3 around the top edge.
erably has a flat face resting upon the top
the wooden band and an upright part, over
the edge of which is drawn the head 4, of skin
or other suitable material. The head is held
in place by a hoop 5, that encireles the up-
right part of the ring 3, and this hoop 1s
drawn down so as to stretch the head by
means of the hooks G, that are located at suit-

able distances apart avound the rim. The
wooden band and the two metallic rings are
perforated from edge o edge at suitable 1n-
tervals, and the long shanks of the hooks are
thrust through these perforations. The lower
portionsof the perforations, usuallyin the bot-
tom metallic ring, are enlarged for the recep-
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tion of the nuts 7, that serew on the threaded
ends of the hooks to hold them in place. The
enlargement or the sockets in the lower ring
are deep enough to receive the holding-nuts,
o that they will not project beyond the sur-
face, and these sockets are sufficiently larger
than the nuts to permit the insertion of an
ordinary key for turning the nuts, 80 that
they can be tightened or loosened t0 regulate
the pull of the hooks on the head-stretching
hoop.

To the rim is attached any ordinary neck 8,
having the common frets and keys, and suit-
able strings arestretched over the head across
a bridge in the manner common with this
class of musical instruments. By means of
this construction the head can be drawn down
as tightly as desired, or it can be easily 1loos-
ened for replacing or substituting a new head,
and there are no projecting brackets to catceh
in the apparel or wear out the clothing when
the instrument is being used. With the ends
of the hooks and the nuts buried in this man-
ey the rim is not onlysmooth on the exterior
but the parts are held together very firmly,
<o that the tone of the instrument is im-
proved, and there can beno loosening and sub-
sequent rattling of the parts should the wcod
shrink, if the instrument remains in a par-
ticularly dry place for any length of time.

A Dbanjo constructed -as described 1S
stronger than with the ordinary brackets, for
the hooks and metallic rings aid in holding
the wooden band together and inshape. The
construction is cheap and the parts retain
their shape and condition under all conditions
of temperature and atmosphere. The head
be tightened or loosened on any
side by turning the nuts, and these nuts are
<0 concealed that there is no danger of cateh-
ing them in a watch-chain or other part and
causing trouble. | |

I elaim as my invention—

1 A musical instrument having a perfo-
rated rim consisting of a wooden band and a
metallic stretehing ring upon the upper edge
of the band, a skin head stretehed across the
metallic ring, a hoop for retaining the head
stretched in place, hooks engaging said hoop
and passing through the perforations of the
metallic ring and wooden band from edge to
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edge, and nuts screwed upon the shanks of
the hooks and concealed within the rim, sub-
stantially as specified.

2. A musiecal instrument having a perfo-
rated rim consisting of a wooden band with a
metallic stretching ring upon the upper edge

and ametallic shapingring on the loweredge,

a skin head stretched across the upper me-
tallic ring, a hoop for retaining the head

1o stretched in place, hooks engaging said hoop
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and passing through the perforations of the
metallic rings and wooden band, and nuts
screwed upon the shanks of the hooks and
concealed within the lower ring, substan-
tially as specified.

CHARLES W. LENNOX.

Witnhesses:
H. R. WILLIAMS,
E- r]—. I_IYDE.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

