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~adapted to hold several packs or decks of

20

30

~ vide means whereby the suit to which the

35

- vention consists in certain novel features of
~ construetion and combinations of parts, as
willbehereinafterfally deserlbed and pomted |
~out in the claims.
- In the accompanying dra,wmn's qure 118

a top plan view of our 1mpr0ved box the lid
- beingopen, several of the compartmente being
filled with cards, and having the plate cover- |

o ‘zo taken on the Tine 3 3 of Fig. 1. Fig.4isa |

disks.

Unrrep STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LAWRENCE F. BRAINE, OF RIDGEWOOD NEW JERSEY, AND BANCROFP
G. BRAINE, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

_DUPLICATE-WHIST BOX;

SPECIFICATION "ormmg part of Leuters Petent No. 548,740, da.ted October 29, 1895.

Apphcetmn ﬁled January 3 ] 1895.

Serlel No, 533, 714:. (Nu model)

To all w}’wm it may CONCErIL:
Beitknown that we, LAWRENCE F. BRAINE

residing at Rldgewood in the county of Ber-

gen and State of New Jersey, and BANCRO¥®T
(:r BRAINE reSIdmﬂ‘atBrooklvn in the county

of Kmﬂ's and State of New York citizens of

the Umted States, have invented certam new

-~ and useful Improvements in Duplicate-Whist
- Boxes, of whmh the followmw is a epeclﬁc&-
_tlon

Our invention relates to an 1mpr0vement in
whist-boxes, and more particularly to boxes

cards separated in a particular manner for
playing the game of cards commonly known
and referred to as “duplicate whist,” the ob-
ject of our invention being to prowde a box
or receptacle of this kind or eharacter which
shall be simplein construction, cheap to manu-
facture, and which shall insure the proper

separationof the cards during the entire game. .

The further object is to so construet a box
for this purpose that the players may, at a
glance, ascertain the respective place or com-
partment in which to insert the cards or hands
played by them during the original game, and

by the movement of an indicator to at once

ascertain the compartments from which to
takethe cardsto play the duplicate game, thus

obviating all danger of mistake in the dis-
trlbutmn and selectlon of the several hands.

‘A further object of our invention is to pro-

trump-card belongs and the denomination of

sald trump may De registered opposite the

cards forming the respective hand.
With theee and other ends in view our in-

ing the trump-mdmator at one side of the box
broken away to show the arrangement of the

line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a cross-section

Fig. 21s a sectlona,l view taken on the

- mdieator shown in Fig. 1.

plan view of the reverse e1de of the movable |

Fig. 5 is a plan
view of a modified form of the box. Fig. 6 is
a sectional view thereof taken on the line 6 6

{of Fig.5. Figs. 7, 8, and 9 are views of a

modlﬁed fmm of 111(110&1:01' - Figs. 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, and 15 are views of modlﬁeemons |
Referrmﬂ' to the drawings, A represents a
box of proper shape and size, and constructed
of metal, wood, cardboard, celluloid, or other

suitable ma,terlal and hae hinged or secured

thereto a cover or lid B, said box if desired,

'bemﬂ' coated or covered on its exterlor Sur-

face Wlth paint, Jepan leather, or other sub
stance. v

Running across the box and about the cen-

ter thereof is a rod or bar f, upon which are

mounted partitions C, preferably made of

sheet metal, the ends of sald partitions being
left free, as mdmated in. the several figures of
the drawmﬂ*e and separated {rom each other
by means of the spacing-disks ¢, each of the

several compartments formed by these parti-

tions being of sufficient width to eontam one
hand or thirteen cards.

It will be readily understood that the above
arrangement allows the cards to be easily and
readily inserted or withdrawn from the com-
partments, the partitions being to a certain

extent flexible and capable of ‘being ‘sepa-

rated at their ends, as 1ndlcated at 71 Flg 1
of the drawings. -

In order to eepamte the several deeks or

_paeks of cards from each other, we construet

every fourth partition sllghtly hlgher than

‘the remaining three, as mdlcated at 'z, m Figs.

3 and 12 of the drawings.

Across the box and ebo?e the rod f is 10-'

55
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eated a rod or bar k, the ends passing through -

the vertical side of the plates ¢, the upper

end of the latter being bent over against the
| sides of the box and the lower end or edge -
‘resting on the bottom of the box., The ends

90

of the rod % are bent at right angles toits

length below the plates e. Upon the shaft
or rod k& is mounted an indicator D, adapted
to revolve or turn thereon, the centers of the
upper or tops edges of the partition C being
cut away, as indicated at [, Figs. 2 and 11, to
allow of such revolution.

of this revolving indicator is lettered and
numbered, as 1ndwated in Fig. 4, for the 01‘1“‘1-

One surface or face

95

100
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nal play and the opposite side or face let-
tered or numbered, as indicated in Fig. 1, for
the duplicate play—that is, in both mstances,

opposite every four compmtments is afigure

to indicate the number of the pack or deck of
cards, or, in other words, the number of the
hand. Each compartment isa letter indicat-
ing the player or person to whom 'the cards

in the respective compartment belongs.

In starting the game it is usual to ﬁrst deal
a deck or paek of cards in the regular way.
After the first hand has been played the per-
son in the original game sitting at the north
end of the table will place his hand eonsist-

ing of the thirteen cards in the ﬁrst COm-

partmenf opposite which is the letter “N,™>as

shown in Fig.:4 of thedrawings. "I'he person
sitting at the east will: plaee his eards in the
Second compartment, -opposite. which .is the

letter “ E,” the person at the south in the third
'eompartment and the person at.the west-in

the fourth . ct)mpa,rtment - Another . pack or
deck of cardsis then:dealt,and-after the hand

has been - played: the cards will be. placed. in
the compartments: as indicated by the.sev-

eral letters on the face of the indieator; and
so on until all the-hands have been dealt and
all the hands have been: played.

Fig. 1, and the duplicate game started, each

player extracting or withdrawing the ecards

from the compartments in -accordance with

his: position-at the. table-and in-accordance
with the lettersas.arranged.on the indicator—
for instance,in-the original gameit wasshown

that the person: sittingat the north end.of the

table placed- his eards in-the: first compart-

40
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J-for ;jaek 2, 8,4, b,:and 50 on.

are arranﬂ'ed in pairs, upon the: s
shown in the several figures of the: -drawings,
-each pair of disks f&llmﬂ' opposite -every
fourth compartment or Oppomte each deck of
cards.
partments ¢ have openings r therein, allow-

ment .after playing the:hand. - In.the dupli-
cate it-will be seen that E, or east; takes- his
cards for the duplicate: play from- the first
compartment, or, in -other words, the original
north becomes in the duplicate east, the_..ori o]-

nal east becomes:- in the duaplicate-west, and
the -original west: becomes.in. the duplicate

north, and 'so on through-the entire number

of paeks or-decks.of cards, this reversal of the

indicator at all times.insuring the proper dis-

tribution and selection of the hands-without
in any way- disturbing- the -cards after .once

being inserted after the orginal.play.
- At elther end of- the box ig formed..a com-

partment a by means of- the ends of the box
proper and the vertical:plates b b-and -top

platesdd;arranged asshown in Eig- 2. .Across

.these compartments are: arranged the disks
m n, mounted on bars.or spindles-o,-the for-
‘mer being provided with characters indicat-

ing or denotmw the four suits and.the latter
bea,rmg the denommatlon of the suits—as; for
instance, A for ace, K for king, Q for queen,

T'hese disks
spindles, as

The top plates d d of eachof the com-

~The indi-
cator D will then be reversed;:as shown in

" E—

play. for

548,740

ing said disks to slightly protrude through the
same, by means of which arrangement it 1s
possible to turn or revolve said disks as de-
sired. It will be understood from this arrange-

ment and combination of parts that after each

. pack or.deck of cards has been dealt during
‘the original play the trump-card may be reg-
‘istered opposite the proper compartments or

spaces containing the respective deck, the
suit -to which- the trump-card belongs being
shown by one disk and the denomination of

said trump-card on the adjacent disk. FKor

instance, as shown in Fig. 1, after the first

deck or pack of cards has been dealt and
played-and said cards inserted in their proper
compartments, the ace of hearts having been

the trump-card, the-disk- m is revolved until
the-suait of hearts registers with the opening
in the top plate d and the disk 7 is revolved
until the-ace or eharacterdenoting the ace is
registered, thereby showing- that the -ace of
‘hearts.was -the trump- .card. for the original
.said first ‘deck and remains the
truomp-card for the duplicate play, and so on
with the other twelve hands, or the number of

“hands to be played. It will,of course, be un-

derstood that the trump- ca,rd 18 80 registered

for each of the remammw decks.

While we have shown in the drawings in
Figs. 1 .aud 2.a.box or receptacle arranged to
hold twelve.packs. or- decks .of cards, 1t will

be understood, of .course,; that:the box may

be:arranged.or eonstructed: to hold -a greater
or lesser number,-as desired. Other eha-n oes
will also oceur tothose skilled in the art—as,

for instance, instead .of constructing a box to

| hold-the cards on-both sides of the indicator,

one-end,-as shown in Fig. 5

"This . may - be. accomphshed by

.*pulled entirely-out of the loopsor-bends.

or, in other words, mounting the partitionson
a rod running through or across the center of
the..box, these Dartltmns may be mounted at
of: the drawings,

side of the boxand the Ievolwnn‘ 1nd10&tor at
the.opposite.side. -Again, mstead of -having

the indicator to revolve, as before deserlbed
‘it 'may ‘be:arranged to slide- horizontally,-as

shown in. Figs. 7 8, and- 9 of the drawings.
slitting the
‘metal plate p,arranged at one S1de of the box,
and striking the metal. upwardly, as shown in
Plg 9. .On the plate p and under the ‘bends
p’ slides the strip or indicator. p? lettered as
shown, the .ends of said:strip or indicator be-
1ng - turned upwardly - to -prevent.it being
In
the-original ;play the strip or indiecator p ‘will

‘be lowered or pulled downwardly as far as

possible;-as indicated- in- Fig. 7. -Before the

duplicate play is-started the strlp or indicator

p is. pushed in the.opposite direction until the
bends or loops-cover up certain of the letters
on the strip:and. the letter “E* registers with
the:compartment originally hs«wmn* the letter
“N ”?.opposite the'same, the letter g Oppo-

site the original “E,” the letter “W *oppo-
site the orwma,l “S, % and so on throughout

the entire dewce. ‘Again,instead of havmn'

72

75

85
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105

‘the trump -indicator b&llﬁl”‘ arranged ‘at-one

ITO
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two faces or sides fo the indicator, as origi-
nally desceribed, it might be constructed with
three sides in a form of a triangle, as shown
in Fig. 11, the three faces of the revolving
indicator being numbered and lettered as
shown in Figs. 10, 13,and 14. This arrange-
ment, it will be understood, allows of a still

further change in the selection of the cards

after the original game has been played, for

in playing the duplicate game the indicator

may be turned so as to indicate first the du-

plicate play and then the reverse duplicate

play, then back to the duplicate play, and

~ then again the reverse duplicate play, and so

on, the indicator being revolved back and
forth after each hand is played during the
duplicate game, the star on the faces of the
indicator denoting the person who should
deal. - Again, instead of providing the device
with the trump-indicator, consisting of the
several revolving disks, as desceribed, the com-

- partments ¢ and such indicator might be dis-

25

35

carded entirely; or again, a separate partition
might be used, as shown in Figs. 10, 11, 12,
and 15, between which and the adjacent par-

tition the trump-card for each deck might be

inserted, thus keeping said trump-card sepa-
rate from the other cards for each hand or

- pack dealt. |
As other changes might also be made in the

construction and arrangement of the several
parts, we would have it understood that we
do not limit ourselves to the precise construe-
tion and arrangement of details shown and
described; but, | | |

Having fully described our invention, what

we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- |

ters Patent, is— |

40

1. A box or receptacle for holding several
packs or decks of cards for playing the game
of duplicate whist, constructed with parti-

~ tions, dividing said parts into several com-

45

o

partments, and having a movable indicator
therein showing the compartments into which
to place the cards during the original play

~ while in one position, and the compartments

from which to withdraw the cards during the
duplicate play, while in the other position,
substantially as deseribed. R

2. A box for holding eards for playing the

game of duplicate whist, construected of sev-
eral partitions, having their ends free, and a
movable indicator located within said box,
showingthe compartments into which to place
thecardsduring the original play, whilein one
position, and the compartments from which

'
3 i
‘ra

55

to withdraw the cards during the duplicate

play while in the other
as described. | |

3. A box or receptacle for holding cards for
playing the game of duplicate whist, con-
structed with several compartments, a mov-
able indicator located therein for showing the

position, substantially

‘compartments into which to place the cards

during the original play, while in one posi-
tion, and the compartments from which to

withdraw the cards during the duplicate play

while in the other position, and a trump indi-
cator arranged opposite every four compart-
ments, substantially as described.

6o

0

4. A box or receptacle for holding cards for

playing the game. of duplicate whist con-
structed with several compartments, and a re-

| versible indicator mounted on a bar or rod,

extending across said box and opposite said
compartments, said indicator having faces
thereon bearing numbers to indicate the num-
ber of the hand or game, and also letters or
characters to denote or indicate the compart-
ments into or from which each respective
player 1s to place or withdraw his cards, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

5. A box or receptacle formed with several’

compartments for holding cards, and having
located opposite said compartment, several re-

volving disks bearing characters thereon as

described, for indieating the suit and denomi-
nation of the suit to which the trump card be-
longs, for the hand or deck of cardslocated in
sald compartment opposite said disk, substan-
tially as described. o

Signed at New York,in the county of New

York and State of New York, this 27th day of

| December, A, D, 1894, | |

LAWRENCE F. BRAINE.
BANCROFT G. BRAINE.

‘Witnesses: -
GEORGE COOXK,
F. 8. KENNEDY.
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80
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