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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER V. SI‘EPHE‘J-
SON, a citizen of the Umted States of America,
residing at Fort Dodge, in the county of ‘Neb-é
ster and State of Iowa, have invented a new
and useful Adjustable Step Ladder, of Wthh
the following is a specification.

The GbJth of this invention is to provide a
simple, strong, and durable step-ladder in
which the ladder proper and also the support

~therefor may be adjusted as to length inde-
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pendently of each other orin unison, thereby
adapting the device for use in position where
the ladder and the sapport rest upon bases
in different horizontal planes-—such, for in-

-stance, as upon a stairway—and further to
pt(}wde meauns whereby the support may be.
detached and the ladder used mdependent]y

thereof.

My invention consists in certain details in

the constrdetion, arrangement, and combina-
tion of the various parts of the device, as here-
inafter set forth, pointed out in my claims,
and illnstrated in the accompanying draw-
1ngs, in which—

IFigure 1 ﬂlmws the complete ladder in per--

spective. Ifig. 2 is a side elevation of the

same, showing the ladder and support of dif-

ferent lengthsand supported upon a stairway.
Fig. 8 18 a side elevation of the ladder in &
folded position. Fig. 4 is a perspective view

of cne of the brackets for holding the parts

of the support together. TFig. 5 is a detail
sectional view showing the sliding connection

35 between the two par ts of the ladder proper.
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Referring to the accompanying drawings,

the under portion of the ladder proper is seen -
- to comprise the two fiat uprights A, flared ;
-outwardly at their lower ends to pr oduce a

broad base and hawnw a series of- anﬂular

‘rounds A- fitted and secured in its front edﬂ*e
at suitable distances apart.
~end portion of each side piece is a spring- |
‘actuated bolt A® fixed at one end and pro-

At the upper

jected through a slot in the side piece.

1he upper ladder-seetion is composed of

two parallel side pieces I3, sepm&ted a suffi-
cient distance to engage the inner faces of
the uprights A, and these side pieces B are
slotted lann*ltudma’w at I3* to receive the

bolts AS.

! the two side pieces B and located the same

distanceapartastherounds-A% Onthelower
ends of these side pieces B are two flat bars
Bt to project forwardly and then downwardly
to overlap one of the rounds A% The said
bars and ronnds and steps are so arranged

| that when the bars areresting upon one round

the steps and rounds above will coincide and
the uppersection be firmly held against move-

ment relative to the lower section in any di-
| rection except upwardly. Ifis obvious, how-

aver, that the uppersection may first be raised
until the bars B? elear the rounds, then the
lower end of the upper section ineclined cut-
wardly and the upper section moved longi-
tudinally relative to the lower one. in any dl-
rection.

A broad flat top C is fixed on the upper

ends of the uprights B and secured thereon

by the bracket C~

'The support for the ladder is also made of
two parts, each preferably constructed of
three distinet pieces. The outer pieces D of
the lower saection are forked at the base, the
brackets D placed between the outer and in-
ner pieces at the fork to strengthen the bent
portion,and a wooden round D"‘pa,sqed through
the three parts near their lower ends. The
central piece D* is somewhat wider than the
others and its edge projects rearwardly, a

| number of notehes D* being formed in this

edge.
The apper section K is of subat&utmllv the
same general construction, being forked atits

t top, pmvmed with the metal strips K* on its

apper ends adapted to admit a rod F3, that is
exterded through the brackets C*and thmugh
said strips, thus pivotally connecting the lad-
derand supportand providing means Whereb}
the support may be readily detached.

The two parts of the support are slidingly
connected by means of the two cleats H,
clearly shown in Fig. 4, which are secured to
the upper sectlon and Gverlap the lower sec-
tion.,

J indicates a bail pivoted in the lower end

'portion of the upper section and overlapping
‘the upper section toenter the notches D°and

thus prevent the upper sections from moving
relative to the lower one except upwmdly

138 indicate flat steps connecting | The bail, however, may readily be thrown out
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