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To all whom it may Gonce?’*n

Be it known that I, WirLriam F. BROOKS of
New IHaven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Oonneetmut haveinvented anew Im-

5 provementin Corsets andl do hereby declare
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plemental stay or stif

the following, when taken 1n connection with
the accompanying drawings and the letters
of reference marked thereon to be a fall,
clear, and exact description of the same, a,nd
Wthh sald drawings constitute part of this
specification, and replesent in—

Figure 1, a view in side elevation of one-

half of a corset containing my invention; Fig. |

2, & broken view in 11151(1@ elevation of the
same; Fig. 3, a view of the same in vertical
seetmu on the line z ¢ of Fig. 1; Kig. 4, a wew
in transverse section on the | hne Yy of Fig.

Fig.5,a viewin transverse section on the hne
z 2z ef Fig. 2; Fig. 6, a view in vertical sec-
tmn of a 51de or hlp section of a corset con-

structed in accordance with myinvention and -
showing the use of more than one thickness

of ma,tema,l for the formation of the same; Fig.
7,8 view in elevation of a side or hip sectmn
of another modified form which my invention
may assume; Fig. 8, a view thereof in vertl-
cal section.

My invention relates to an lmprovement in
that class of corsets adapted to receive a sup-
fener, which may be
nsed or not, as desired, the obJect being to

producea 31mple and eonvement article of the

character specified, whether made of a single

or double thlekness of materla,l

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in a corset having certain details of con-
struetion and combmatmns of parts, as will
be hereinafter described, and pointed out in
the claim.

As shown in Figs. 1to 5, mcluswe, the side
or hip section of the corset is composed of
three transverse sub-sections A, A’, and A?,
each made of a single thlckness of matemal
the inner edges of the upper and lower sec-
tions A and A’ being carried under the outer

edges of the middle or intermediate section -

A’, as clearly shown by Figs. 1 and 2 of the
drawin gs. A bone-strip B is securely stitched
by its oxtreme edges, as at b b, to the outer
o faces of the said sub- sections, WhlGh together
form the side orhip sectlon. of the eorﬂ-et The
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i8 not ma,ter1a.l-—~wh1eh is to say, it may be
made of one or more piecesof fabric and con-
tain one or more bones of any suitable sub-
stance. If containing more than one bone,
the bones may be sepa,r&ted by stitching; but
however it is made, it will be attached hy its
edges to the outer face of the side section of
the corset. When so attached and being se-
cured only by its edges, it will form the outer
wall of a pocket C, corresponding toitinlength

‘and practically conespondmw to it in w1dth

the inner wall of this pocket being formed by

“that portion of the side or hip sectmn of the

corset which is inclosed between the two lines

of stitches b b, employed to attach the bone-
These lines
of stitches secure the overlapping edges of

strip to the smd side section.

the sub-sections together, as indicated at b’ in
the drawings.
sub-sections A and A% do not come together
on the inside of the corset, but simply lap

over the outer edges of the intermediate sec-

tion A’, it will be apparent that the pocket
before referred to will be accessible under
those portions of the upper and lower sub-
sectlons which lie between the lines of stitch-
ing b b. In reality two pockets are formed,
one between the upper end of the boue-strlp
and the upper sub-section A and the other be-
twecn the lower end of the bone-strip and the
lower sub-section A?; but for convenience of
description I have chosen to speak of the
whole as one pocket, extending throughout
the length of the corset. It will be readily
understood that a supplemental stay of suit-
able form may be inserted infto and removed
from this pocket at pleasure, and according
as 1t 18 desired to have the corset stiff or not.
1T'his stay may be formed in any desired man-
ner and contain one or more bones. AS
shown, the supplemental stay D is formed of
a smwle piece of fabric and contains three
bones., It is ingerted by introducing one of

its ends into one portion of the poeket and

then bending it and introdueing its opposite
end into the other portion of the pocket, the
operation mentioned being a very simple one.
When the stay is in plaee a portion of it will
be exposed between the inner edges of the
upper and lower sub-sections A and A% sald

Now as the inner edges of the-
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exposed portion of the stay not coming into

contact with the inner face of the bone-strip,

but being separated therefrom by the inter-
mediate section A’, as clearly shown by Fig.
5 of the drawings. It will thus be seen that,
although the mde or hip section of the corset
is of but a single thickness of material, I am
enabled to form a pocket in it for the recep-
tion of a supplemental stay by attaching the
bone-strip in such a manner as to utlllze it as
one wall of the pocket. As thus utilized, the

bone-strip takes the place of an extra thick-

ness of material. I have spoken of only one

‘bone-strip and one continuous pocket, but in

Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings the side section

of the corset is provided with two of the bone- .

strips and two pockets, the number of pock-
ots employed being, of conrse, immaterial and
depending on the character of the corset.
Wherever I have spoken of “bones” it will be

understood that I use that term generiecally |

to mean real whalebone or any of the modern
substitutes therefor.

In the modification shown by FEFigs. 7 and
3 of the drawings the side or hip section of

“the corset is composed of transverse sub-sec-

20

- ever,

tions I, I, and 1% united by narrow trans-
verse EtI‘lpS J J’. Theouter edgesof thesaid
strips are stiteched to the inner edﬂﬂes of the
upper and lower sub-sections I a_nd 1%, and
their inner edges lapped over theounter edﬂ'es
of the intermediate section 1’, to which, how-
they are united only by the rows of
stitches % k, which are employed for securing
the bone- st11p R to the outerface of the com-
posite section. The pocket 1, formed be-

- tween theinner face of the bone-strip and the

4.0

outer sub-sections I and 1% is accessible un-
der the inner edges of the narrow strips J
and J’, as clearly shown by Fig. S of the draw-
ings.

I‘w 6 of the drawings shows in section a
side sectlon of a cmset made in accordance
with Figs. 1 and 2, but of material of double
thickness—such, for instance, as a black cor-
set having a lining of white.

It 18 obvious that in earrying out my in-

vention still oyer modes of making the cor- |

547,326

sot may be resorted to, and X would therefore

have it understood that I do not limit my-
self to the exact construction herein shown
and described, but hold myself at liberty to

make such ehan oges and alterations as fairly

fall within the Spmt and scope of my inven-
tion. I am aware, however,thatadouble cor-

| set, or a corset having its sections composed

of two thicknesses of material, has been con-
structed with an opening in its inner thick-
ness to receive a removable stay in the space
formed between the two thicknesses,the outer
of which has been corded or stiffened by
bones orstiffening-strips. 1 do not,therefore,

‘broadly claim a removable stay in combina-

tion with a corset having an opening formed

In it upon the inside for the insertion and re--

moval of a sm}-stllp

I claim— |

A corset having a side section composed of
three transverse sub-sections of whic¢h the up-
per and lower sub-sections overlap the inner

- face of the middle sub-section, in combina-

tion with a bone strip secured by its edgesto
the outer face of all of the said sub-sectiouns,
than which it is considerably narrower, and
itself forming the outer wall of a poeket, the
inner wall of which is formed by those por-
tions of the upper and lower sub-secticns
covered by the said strip, and the said pocket
being accessible at. the overlapping inner
edges of the said upper and lower sub-sec-
tions and over the middle sab-section which
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lies against the inner face of the bone sfrip

when the removable stay strip is in place in

the pocket, substantially as described, and
whereby the bone strip is made to take the
place of an extra thickness of material in the
side section of the corset by being applied to
the section so as to itself form the outer wall
of the pocket.

In testimony whereof 1 have sioned this
specification in the presence of two  subserib-
Ing witnesses. |
WILLIAM F. BROOILS.
Witnesses:

GEO. D. SEYMOUR,
IFRED. C. EARLE.
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