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To all whomn it may concern:

Be it known that I, THoMAS WHITLOCK, &
citizen of the United States, residing at
IHomer, in the county of Champaign and State
of 1llinois, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Carpet-Stretchers; and
1 do hereby declare the following to be a full, |

clear, and exact descripion of the invention,
stuch as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference

marked thereon, which form a part of this

specification. - |
This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in ecarpet-stretchers;

and the object of the invention is to provide

a device of this nature which shall be simple
in construction and which will admit of the
purchase on the carpet being held taut while
the tacks are being driven, after which the
toggle-joint may be broken and the stretcher
released from its hold.

A further object of the invention resides in

the peculiar construction of the stretcher, |

which will admit of the adjustability of the
handle, which ig made up of sections with
suifable ferrule connections, one of the said
ferrules being broken away on its upper side,

S0 as to admit of the toggle movement of the

sections. 'The locking mechanism for hold-
ing the purchase taut consists of a ferrule

pivoted to a portion of the stretcher, and un-

der which ferrule a wedge -shaped block is
designed to fit and disposed over the free end
of an extensible section, a suitable thumb-
hold being provided on the ferrule, by which
the wedge may be easily and quickly removed.

T'o these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same consists, fur-

ther, in the novel construction, combination,

~ and adaptation of the parts, as will be here-

inafter more fully described, and then specifi-
cally defined in the appended claims.

1 clearly illustrate my invention in the ac-
companying drawings, which, with the letters
of reference marked thereon, form a part of

my specification, and in which drawings simi- |

lar letters of reference indicate like parts

throughout the several views, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-

proved stretcher as applied to a carpet be-

| fore the toggle-joint is depl*eSSGd. .Fig. 2 is

a similar view with the toggle-joint depressed
and the holding device in place.
detail view of one of the ferrules. Fig.4 isa
detail of a ferrule having a portion of its up-
per wall cut away. | o

- Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A designates the head
of the stretcher, which is provided on its

lower side with a series of teeth B, and C is

i a section of the streotcher-handle, which is

i
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|
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hinged to the head at I, the end of the said
section being normally held against the edge
of the head when the stretcher is holding its
purchase. The opposite end of said section
is bifurcated, preferably about one-half of its
length, and the seetion F, having a series of

perforations f;is pivoted therein by means of

the pin G. .

H and 1 are extensible sections by which
the handle may be lengthened out, as may be
desired, and both are connected together by
ferrules 2 and 7,the latter of which ¢ has one-
half of its upper wall broken away, so as to
allow of a slight vertical movement to one of
the sections held therein while the carpet is
being stretched. |

To hold the purchase on the carpet, 1 pro-
vide the clevis K, which has perforations near
its ends, through which the pin G passes,
leaving a sufficient space between the upper

tion C to receive the wedge M, which is in-
serted thereunder when it is desired to hold
the carpet taut. N is a thumb-hold on the
upper edge of said clevis by which the wedge
may be easily removed. v
T'he operation of the stretcheris as follows:

The head of the stretecher being caught’into

the carpet, the extensible handle-sections are

placed together, as many as are desired, the

end section being placed against the wall of
the room, as shown in Iig. 1, forming the tog-
gle-joint at the bifurcated end of the section
C, and the stretching is accomplished by de-
pressing the sections, and to hold the pur-

chase the wedge-shaped block is placed un-

der the clevisand the purchase held securely.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire tosecure by Let-
ters Patent, 18— -
1. In combination with the head of the

Fig. 31is a zs
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stretcher carrying a series of hooks, a handle | clevis, and a wedge adapted to be slid under
C hinged to sald head, a strip H pivoted be- | said clevis, substantially as shown and de-
tween the bifurcated ends of said handle, a | seribed.
~ clevis pivoted near said bifurcated end and In testimony whereof I affix my signature
5 a wedge adapted to be inserted under sald | in presence of two witnesses.

clevis, substantially as described.
2. In a carpet stretcher, the combination of | THOMAS WHITLOCK.

the head, the handle C, bifurcated at one end, Witnesses:
the strip H and clevis pivoted to the bifur- - JOHN WINTERS,
ro cated ends, & thumb hold integral with said JESS KWIN,
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