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To all whom it may concern: . _-
Be it known that I, SIMEON H. JENNINGS,

of Deep River, in the.county of Middlesex
and dtate of Connecticut, have invented a

new Improvement in Envelope-Openers; and
I do hereby declare the following, when taken
in connection with the accompanying draw-

ings and the letters of reference marked

thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the same, and which said drawings
constitute part of this specification, and rep-
resent, in— o |

Figure 1, a side view of a pair of shears em-
bodying my invention; Fig. 2, a sectional
view on the line a b of Fig. 1.

This invention relates to an improvement
in devices for opening envelopes, and par-

ticularly that class in which cutters are ar-

ranged to remove a narrow strip from the en-
velope. In many cases an ordinary pair of

- seissors are used, but in such cases the width

of the strip c¢ut cannot be gaged, and the con-

~ tentsoftheenvelopeare frequently mutilated.

25

The object of this invention is to so. con-

struct a pair of shears that the depth of the

~ cut may be gaged, and in which the blades
- may be opened throughout their length by a
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- the lower blade.
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slight movement of the handles; and it con- |
sists 1n the construction as hereinafter de-

seribed, and particularly recited in the claim.

A represents one of the blades, which, on
account of its natural position, and for con-
venience, I will call the upper blade, and B
The cutting-edges of these
blades overlap more at the point than at the
butt, so that the blades may be separated

- throughout their entire length by a slight
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movement of the handles. These blades are

pivoted, as at C, and the handles A’ B’ extend |

downward at an inclination and are provided

‘with finger-loops of any desired style. Krom |
- the cutting-edge of the blade A a flange a de- |
pends, and is offset therefrom so as to form

a space b between itsinnerface and the blade
I3, the of

F A

set corresponding to the width of |

.!'.i;he strip to be cut. In :opera;tion the handles

are separated slightly, which, owing to the
inclination of the blades, will separate the
blades throughout their entire length. An
envelope may then be inserted between them,
with one end thereof resting against. the
flange a. The handles are then drawn, to-
gether, which forces the edges of the blades
past each other, cutting a narrow strip from
the envelope,it being understood that the in-
clination of the edges is such as to give the
necessary shearing cat. By this construction
a very simple device is provided, and by the
use of which a narrow strip may be cut from
the end of an envelope without danger of
mutilating the contents thereof, and, as be-
fore stated,owing to the inclination of the cut-
ting-edges of the blades and the bent handles,
the blades are separated by a slight move-
ment of the handles. |

I am aware ihat shears having handles bent
at an angle therefrom are old, and that cut-
ters have been formed with a flange to limit
the extent of cut, and therefore do not wish

to be understood as claiming, broadly,such as

my invention..
Iclaim— | | |
- The herein described envelope opener, con-
sisting of a pair of blades pivoted together at

their bult ends, and constructed with handles

inclined from said blades, the cutiing edges
of sald blades tapering from the rivet to the
points and so that when the points are sepa-

rated the edges of the blades will be separated

throughout their entire length, and a flange
depending from the cutting edge of the up-
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per blade and offset therefrom, substantially

as described. | |
In testimony whereof I have signed this

specification in the presence of two subserib-

ing witnesses. o
- | SIMEON H. JENNINGS.
Witnesses: o o | |
- R. L. SELDEN, Jr.,
E. L. SELDEN.
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