-

]

T

Patented Oct. 1,

\\ﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁ\\.ﬁ\.ﬁw- AT LT ITTTE LA T FTTTTTIIS S TT TSI TP T TTTTTITT T T AT TT T TTd T \\ﬁ%‘?ﬂﬁsh\\\\\ﬁ.\.TVMW\&EHH\\.\\\Q\\.\hw\\\“\\hh.___.w
] 1
_ _
¥
/
| . | #
o ;
d h
%
L Q . | nl m
77 A e >
A R LA AL T LA A S LS LT AL NS AL LT LIT A TS TSRS SIS ITIT B k
NN T N s N S R T T T =T
| WI _“ TH-
. | wﬂw. y

, 14 ) ey I i 7
LT T ijrffdﬂrf#ﬁflrf/ﬂ.. y
[ ™

(No Model.)

- 1. E. SHAW.
LETTER AND MESSAGE RECEIVER.

187.

!

No. 547

o
\
3
\
I
5
\
N
\
I
N
\
\
\
N
\
N,
h
\
\
\
\
N
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
X
\
\
\
\
I
B\
.I
\
’
\
\
\
N
A
\
X
X
\
\
N
J
W
\
\
\
N
N
I
\
N
A
I
N
N
\
N
\
]
b
¥
\
\
N
\
\
N

\
L

jﬁ_-e__-q::_ ),
. ﬂ | ==l
- ; AR 1. S

; _.:..n...

I

ﬂ//

. O T T ™ T e T W,

W o, " v '
T e T T '

e e T ™ ™ T N

T T T T T T T T L T

_ANUREW B.GRAHAM. PHOTO-LITHO.WASHINGTON. D.C,




10

I3

20

- convenient letter-box with a temporary mes-
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CALIFORNIA.

L.ET--TER AND MESSAGE RECEIVER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 047, 187, d&ted Octoberl, 18954,

Application filed June 28, 1895. | Serial No, 554,361,

{Nn model.}

To all whom it may Y CONCOVI:

Be it known that I, Isaac E. SHAW, 4 01t1-
zen of the United Sta,tes residing at OlOVGl-

dale, county of Sonoma, ;State of California,

have invented an Improvement in Letter and
Message Receivers; and I hereby declare the
followmw to be a ful] clear, and exact desmlp
tion of the same.

My invention relates to a device for receiv-
ing letters and temporary written messages
and information memoranda..

It consists in certain details of construc-

tion, which will be more fully explained by

1eferenee to the accompanying drawmna in
which—

Kigure 1 is an exteuol view of the case.

Kig. 2 is an enlarged vertical longitudinal sec-
tion of the_same. Fig. 3 is a horizontal sec-
tion on line ¢y ¢ of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail

of the ratchet M and its pawl N and showing |

the lug O.
The object of my invention is to provide a

sage-receiver and information-plates forthose
who may arrive when there is no one in the

office and to so construct the parts with rela-

- tion to the box and the door thereof that they
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may be removed from the box when the door
is opened and the actuating mechanism of
the message-receiver ent1mly disengaged.
Alis a bex of anysuitablesize or shape hav-
ing an opening in the top for the reception
of lettms This box is bolted or otherwise

securely fixed at asy suitable or desired point
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and has a door B hinged to its front, with a

lock by which it may be secured in a closed

position. This door extends approximately
the full length of the box, so that when it is
opened the whole interior of the box is clear

and not- obstructed by the mechanism.

- Through the dooris made an opening C. Be-
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neath this opening is a table or plate D, suf-
ficiently below the level of the door—surfaee'
- to allow a sheet of paper to pass over it and

beneath the opening. At one side of the

opening 1s a drum or roller K, adapted to re-
ceive a roll of paper.

‘The ends of this drum
have journal-pins which are supported in
elastic sides I, these sides pressing upon the
ends of the drum so as to produce sufficient

too Ieadily From this drum the paper passes
over the plate D beneath the opening and

thence passes over a drum or roller G, whmh'
s also journaled i in supports H upon the in-
side of the door.

Fixed to this roller is a
plate I, extending from one end to the other
at a short distance from the face of the roller.

The end of the paperis inserted beneath this
plate,then folded upon the outside of the plate,
so that when the paper begins to coil upon
the drum it presses upon thls folded portion
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and thus forms a lock to hold it firmly to the
roller, while at the same time it is allowed

to be as easily removed when the paper is
uncoiled by simply straightening out the fold
and withdrawing it ftom beneath the plate.

The shaft of this drum projects through the

standard or support upon one end and has

fixed uponita wingorcrank-arm J. Through

the side of the bm adjaeent to the roiler, is

made a hole, over which is fixed a plate hav-
ing a shaft K journaled in it and projecting

a 11ttle way into the interior of the box. This

shaft has a milled head or turning-knob upon

the outside, as shown at I, and by thisit may
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be turned. Just inside of this is a ratchet-
wheel M, and N is a spring-actuated pawl

adapted to engage the teeth of the ratchet and
prevent its tumm-:r in more than one direc-
tion. Upon the inner end of the shaft or on
the hub of the ratchet- Wheel is ﬁxeda, lug or
arm O. -

When the door 18 closed the drum upon
which the message-receiving paper is rolled
after the message 18 wmtten stands approxi-
mately in line with the ratchet-wheel shaft,
and the wing or lug J upon the drum-shaft is
then in pOSItIOH to be engaged by the corre-
sponding wing or lufr O upon the ratehet-
wheel shaft.
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By tummﬂ*'the knob upon the outside the -

ratchet- Wheel shaft is turned, and as its lag
engages that of the drum the latter will also
he moved ferward and the paper drawn from

the Sllppl} -drum over the plate beneath the

05

opening where it is firmly supported, so that -

a visitor may write whatever he desires to be
seen by the tenant, andif the messageis long
he can-advance the drum until the whola has
been written. - The written matter passes be-

friction to prevent the drum from rotating | neath the edge of the opening and 1s rolled

IOO
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~ is printed or stamped various information,

IO

upon the receiving-drum, the ratchet and
pawl preventing its being turned back so as
to be inspected by any other person.

Uvpon the inside of the door and in line
above or below the drums is a series of ver-
tical guides P. Between these guides plates
(Q are adapted to slide, and upon  these plates

such as it iy desired to give to visitors when
the office 1s vacant, such as the time of return,
place where the occupant may be found, and
other information. 'These slides may be
moved up or down independently of each
other, and thus different combinations of
words or figures may be made to give the re-
quired information.-

- When it is desired to open the box,it 13 only
necessary to unlock 1t and swing the door

- about its hinges, when the lug of the paper-
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receiving dmm shafb is at once disengaged
from that of the ratchet and driving- shaft

and when the door is opened and swung out- |

wardly these parts are all removed from the
interior of the box or case, thus leaving it
free for inspection and removal of its con-
tents.

The ratchet-wheel and the engaging lug of
the drum-shaft project so slightly into the
box as to be comparatively unnoticed. AS
soon as the door is closed and locked, the lugs
are again in condition to engage, so that the
turning of the knob will actnate the mechan-
ism and move the message-sheet.

IHaving thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a letter and message receiving device,
a fixed box having a door hmn*ed to lts front
and adapted to be opened or closed, an open-
ing made through said door, a plate fixed in-
side and sunken below the opening, rollers
journaled above and below the opening, one
of which carries a roll of paper, said paper
passing from the roll over the plate so as to
be exposed through the opening, and the sec-
ond roller ada,pted to receive the paper after
it leaves the plate and opening, a lug fixed to
theshaft of the receiving drum upon one side,
a shaft projecting thmugh the side of the case
carrying a ratchet-wheel, a pawl engaging
said ratchet to allow the wheel and shaft to

turn in one direction and to prevent its being !
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refurned,and a lug projecting from said shaft
or wheel and adapted to engage the lug of the
drum shaft when the door is closed and to
be disengaged therefrom when the door is
opened.

2. A lettermessage-boxand information de-
vice congisting of a fixed box, a hinged door
opening outwardly from the front with means
for securing it in a closed position, guides and
vertically moving tablets having information
printed thereon and slidable in said guides
upon the door, a drum journaled in elastic
standards adapted to receive a roll of paper,
an opening in the door, and a table sunken
below said opening over which table the paper
passesfrom the containing roll, asecond drum
upon the opposite side of the opening and
tablie,upon which the paper is rolled after the

| message has been written, a pawl and ratchet-

wheel, the shaft of which extends thr ough the
side of the box,with a knob upon the outside
whereby it may be rotated, a lug upon the in-
ner end of said shaft,and a corresponding lug
upon the drum shaft adapted to engage when
the door is closed, and to be disengaged when
the door is opened.

3. A letter and message receiver consisting
of a fixed box adapted to receive letters hav-
ing a hinged door upon the front, an opening
through sald door with a plate or table be-
neath, a containing drum upon which a coil
of paper 1s wound, journaled between fric-
tional pressare standards on the door, said
paper passing over the plate or table from the
containing drum, and a receiving drum jour-
naled in standards upon the cpposite side of
the messageopening,said drum havinga plate
extending from end to end parallel with the
axis a short distance above the periphery of

the drum whereby the end of the message

paper can be introduced and folded over the
edge of the plate so that the coiling of the
paper upon sald drum will retain 1t in posi-
tion and allow 1t to be easily removed when
the paper is uncoiled.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

ISAAC K. SHAW,

Witnesses:
W. T. SHAW,
P. IH. LUDwig.

55

60

70

75

80

Q0

95




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

