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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, HARDIN B. LIITLEPAGE,
a citizen of the United Stfates, residing at
Washington, Distriet of Columbia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Strap-Locks; and I do hereby declare the

- following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
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scription of the invention, such as will enable

others skilled in the art to which it appertains

to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification.

It is well known that railroad officials will
not check baggage for transmission that is not
securely locked, while there is a class of bag-
cage—namely, telescopic trunks—to which a
lock cannot be applied, in view of the fact
that the depth of these trunks is adjustable,
so that the ordinary trunk-lock is not avail-
able.

My invention has for its object the provis-
ion of means whereby the strap or straps by
means of which the telescopic sections of
these trunks are usually strapped together

may be as securely locked against unauthor- |

ized removal as is the case in an ordinary
trank. |

The invention consists, essentially, in the
combination with an ordinary strap provided
with the usual adjusting and fastening buckle,
of a loek comprising two parts, one of which
is, or may be, permanently secured to the
strap at a suitable pointinrearof the buckle,
while the other part is adjustable on or ad-
justably-connected with the free end, orthat
portion of the strap extending or projecting
trom its buckle,as willnow be fully described,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows in elevation a telescopic
trunk, the retaining-straps of which are locked
in accordance with my invention. Iigs. 2
and 3 show in perspective two forms of stud-
plates adapted to be applied to the body of
a strap. Fig. 4 isa like view of the lock-case
adjustable on or detachable from the free end
of the strap. Fig. 5 is a top view of the lock,
showing the key-operatedlocking-springs, the
key, in section, being shown inserted and the
springs spread, as in unlocking, and Fig. 6 1s
a cross-section of straps and locking devices.

In the above-described figures of drawings |
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S indicates the strap, B ifs buckle, and I’ &

stud-plate, Fig. 2, provided with flanges P 55

overlapping the edges of the strap, to which
said plate may be riveted or otherwise se-
cured, or it may be simply slipped onto the
strap, hence made detachable therefrom, said
plate being provided with a stud p” extending
through said strap and terminating in a coni-
cal head 7 |

As shown, the stud-plate P is applied tothe
strap near its buckle B; but it may, of course,
be applied at any suitable or required point
distant from said buckle, which, if the plate
is detachable from the strap, will depend
upon the length of the free end of such strap,
so that the latter may be held against the
body of the strap, as in the case of the ordi-
nary retaining-loop. It is obvious, however,
that the stud-plate may consist simply of a
stud or button having a eylindrical or other-
wise shaped more or less flat base, from which
the headed stud p’ projects, as shown 1in Iig.
3. The lock-case C may or may not be pro-
vided with side flanges adapted to overlap
the edges of the free ends of the strap.

In a lock in which thelocking-boltis ¢ylin-
drical it is of course necessary that the locks-
cage should have lateral depending flanges c,
as shown, that overlap or overhang the edges
of the free end of the strap, though I prefer-
ably make the said flanges of a width practi-
cally equal to twice the thickness of the strap,
so that the flanges will fit or lap over the cdges
of the body of the strap as well as the edges
of the stud-plate P. Thelock-case Cmay also
be provided with inturned flanges similar to
the flanges p» on the stud-plate, so that it can
be slipped on and off the strap, as will be read-
ily nnderstood.

- In the lock-case are arranged two Springs
s s adapted to engage the shoulder formed by
the portion of greatest diameter of the head
p* of stud p’ on plate P. It is obvious that

if the stud p’ is passed through a hole in the

free end s’ of the strap S and then intc the
lock-case through a suitably-located bolt-hole,
the springs s s will spread and allow the en-
larged head p* to pass between them and then
snap under said head and lock the lock-case
and the two parts of the strap tegether, In
its outer face the lock-case 18 provided with a
suitably-located keyhole for a key K, Fig. 4.

The lock constructed as set forth and as
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shown in the drawings is merely given as an
example, and I do not limit myself to the use
thereof, as any other lock comprising two
parts provided with key-operated interlock-
ing devices, one of said parts adapted for ap-
plication to the body of the strap and the
other to the free end thereof, may be used.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew therein, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. The combination with a strap of a key-
operated lock composed of two parts each pro-
vided with a lock element, one or both parts
adapted to be shifted along the strap, for the
purpose set forth.

2. The combination with a strap provided
with the usual retainingand adjusting buckle,
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of a key-operated lock composed of two parts
each provided with alock element, one or both
of sald parts adapted to be shifted along the
strap, for the purpose set forth.

5. I'he combination with a strap of a lock

| composed of two parts provided with a lock

element, said elements adapted to interlock,
both said parts adapted to be shifted along
the strap, for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses.

H. B. LITTLEPAGE.
Witnesses:
IIENRY ORTH,
M. Z. 1. TI1GGINS.
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