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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH ROSS, OF LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO SETH
CURLIN, OF SAME PLACE.

FOLDING DECOY.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 547,032, dated October 1, 18985,
Application filed February © ,'1895. Serial No. 537,624, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH R0SS, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Louisville, in
the county of Jefferson and State of Kentucky,

5 have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Folding Decoys; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which

10 1t appertains to make and use the same.
My invention relates to improvements in

ice mechanically as distinguished from an in-
1r flatable decoy; and the object that I have in
view 1S to provide means whereby the decoy
can be distended or adjusted for use by the
single movement of an adjuster, and, further,
to provide a simple and durable construetion

20 which can be manufactured cheaply.
"~ W1ith these ends in view my invention con-
sists In making the decoy of a suitable pliable
material, and having stiffeners or braces

25 andneck the proper appearance or shape, com-
bined with a bottom or float to which the body
18 united or fastened, and an adjuster sup-
ported on the float within the body and ar-
ranged to contact with the body to raise or
distend the latter, the head, and neck into po-
sition for use.

In the preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion 1 make the body of the decoy of textile
tabriec and strengthen the back, neck, and
35 head by metallic braces, which are arranged
to give to the body, back, and head the de-
sired form or shape. The fabric decoy is fas-
tened or united in a suitable way to the float,
and on this float, within the decoy, is arranged
the adjuster. This adjuster preferably con-
sists of a bail arranged across the float and
journaled or pivoted thereon, and said bail
has a crank which limitg its upward move-
ment and 18 furthermore provided with an
operating-crank that extends outside of the
decoy-body, so as to be accessible for the pur-
pose of operating said adjuster-bail either to
distend the body or to allow it to collapse.

The invention further consists in the con-
so Struetion and combination of parts which will

be hereinafter fully described and claimed.
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lapsible body.

To enable others to readily understand my
invention, I have illustrated the preferred em-
bodiment of it in the accompanying drawings,
forming a partotf this specification, in which— 55

Figure 1 is an elevation of my collapsible
article embodied as a decoy-duck. Fig. 2 is
a longitudinal central sectional view thereof.
Fig. 3 1s a vertical transverse sectional view
on the plane indicated by the dotted line o & 6¢
of Kig. 2. Fig. 41s a view of the bracing for

| the body, neck, and head of the decoy-body.
foldabledecoysand analogous collapsible arti- |
cles of that class which are adjusted for serv-

Fig. 5 is a detail view of the bail-adjuster.
Fig. 6 shows by perspective and sectional

views details of the sheath for uniting the 65

stiffening-wires to the fabric forming the col-

Like letters of reference denote correspond-
ing parts in all the figures of the drawings,
referring to which— ‘ 70

A designatesthe bottom board, which serves
as the float when the article is used as a decoy.

B is the bail-like adjuster, and Cisthe body

I of the article.
united to said material to give the body, head, |

In the embodiment of my invention shown 735
in the drawings I have illastrated it and will

‘hereinafter describe it as adapted for a decoy;

but I would have it understood that I do not
strictly limit the use of the invention to de-
coys, because 1 am aware that the collapsible 3>
article may be used for other purposes.

The bottom board A i1s shaped according

| to the configuration it is desired to give to the

collapsible article, and in the drawing of the
decoy the ends and sides of the board are 85
made rounding to conform to the breast and
tail of the decoy. The body C of the decoy

is made of pliable material, either of textile
fabric or other material suitable for the pur-
pose, and to the body 18 united the neck ¢ and go
head ¢’ of the decoy. The material forming
the neck and head is properly cut to the de-
sired pattern in two or more pieces and suit-
ably united to the pieces of material of which
the body Cis made, and thelower edges of the g3
body material are folded down over the sides

of the bottom A and beneath the lower surface

of said bottom in a neat manner, said lower
edges of the body material being fastened to
the bottom A in a suitable manner. I have 100
shown the body material tacked to the lower
face of the bottom A; but it 1s evident that
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other fastenings can be used without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention.

In order to give to the body C, the neck,
and head of the decoy the proper shape when
it is distended and also to impart sufficient
strength thereto to resist anad stand the press-
nre of the adjuster-bail B, I stiffen the pliable
body by means of the braces. (Shown more
clearly by Fig.4.) Iuseaseriesof these braces,
preferably made of wire. The middle brace I
isbent toprovide the two strands e ¢, which ex-
tend parallel to each other along the middle
part of the back, and these strands of the
middle brace-wire E are extended upward
and forward through the neck and head ¢ ¢’
of the decoy to impart the desired appear-
ance and stiffness to the head and neck of
the decoy. This extension ¢’ of the middle
brace-wire E is bent to conform to the shape

of the neck and head, and to strengthen the |
parts ¢ ¢’ of the wire at the points where the |

wire is curved or deflected from the body
into the neck I twist the two strands of wire
together at ¢’’ to produce a stiff shank. The
parallel strands ¢ e of the middle brace-wire

E are carried rearward a suitable distance
along the back of the decoy, and the rear ex-

tremities of the strands e¢ e are united or |

twisted together. In addition to the middle
brace-wire I use the series of wires indicated
at ¥ GH ], which are arranged outside of the

middle brace-wire K and lie substantially par-:

allel therewith and with each other, asshown.
Kach brace-wire ismadeof a single piece bent
to form strands extending longitudinally of
thedecoy and curved at the front part thereof.
Thus the brace-wire I, next to the middle
wire E, has the front f thereof curved around
the fabric at the base part of the neck. Its
longitudinal strands are carried alongside the
strands e a suitable distance, and its ends are
brought together between the strands e, as
shown. The other brace-wires G H I are dis-
posed similarly to the wire If with their front
curved portions to stiffen the breast of the
decoy and their side strands to stiffen the
sides or back of the fabric forming the de-
coy-body.

To prevent the wires from abrading or cut-
ting the fabric material and to provide a con-
venient method of uniting the wires and de-
coy fabric together, I have provided the
sheaths J, one of which incloses each wire
and is adapted to be stitched or otherwise

l
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terproof, and it is painted or finished, as de-

' sired, in imitation of a fowl, &e.

The adjuster I3 is preferably made in the
form of a bail or loop and from a single piece
of wire. The bail has its ends bent to form
the journals b 0, which are fitted in the sta-
ple-like bearings a a, provided on the bottom
A, near the sides thereof, so that the bail 1s
arranged transversely across the bottom and
body of the decoy. One of the journals b of
the bail is further bent to provide the erank-
stop %, which is adapted when the bail 1s
lifted to bear upon the bottom A and thereby
limit and arrest the upward movement of the
bail when it is turned up to distend the body.
The other journal b’ of the bail is extended
and bent to provide the crank-handlel, which
extends thrcugh the body fabric and beyond
the edge of the Dbottom, so that the crank-
handle is readily accessible at all times for
operating the bail.

With the decoy I have combined an anchor
L, the line of which is adapted to be com-
pactly wound or coiled upon a stem m, at-
tached to the rear edge of the float A below
the tail of the decoy-body. The anchor-line
7 is carried from this stem along the bottom
of the decoy, thence passed through a staple-
like guide n', fastened to the bottom A at the
breast of the decoy, and to the free end of
this line is fastened the anchor 1., as shown
by Fig. 1.

The adjuster-bail B isadapted to be turned
down to lie flat upon the bottom A, and the
body can then be folded down compactly upon
the bottom, the head and neck, however, be-
ing raised up somewhat. To adjust the decoy
for service it is only necessary to grasp the
cranlk-handle [ and turn the bail up, thereby
bringing the bail to press against the braced
back of the body and lifting the body, head,
and neck to their distended positions at one
adjustment of the bail. When lifted, the bail
assumes a slightly inelined position, because
the crank-stop is so formed that the bail can
be moved to a position slightly beyond the
vertical line of the bearings, which pivotally
connect the bail to the bottom, and as the
stiffened flexible decoy-body affords consid-
erable resistance and pressure on the bail
when the parts are distended the bail is prac-
tically locked 1n place when it is raised to dis-
tend the decoy.

As shown by Fig. 2 of the drawings, the

united to the fabrie forming the decoy-body. | sheath J is extended along the middle brace

The sheath preferably consists of a strip of
fabric or other suitable material, which is
folded around the stiffening-wire and its
lapped edges laid against the inside face of
the fabric forming the decoy-body, said edges
of the sheath being stitched to the decoy fab-
ric during the process of making the body
and before it 18 assembled with the bottom
and bail to form the complete article. The
body, neck, and head of the decoy may be
treated in any suitable way to render it wa-

l

E up into the neck of the decoy-body, and the
pieces of this sheath are passed and folded
between the strands of the brace LK and in-
close the twisted shank e’’ of the brace E,
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said ends of the sheath being united together -
or to the fabrie decoy-body by stitching or in
any suitable way. DBy this arrangement of
the sheath the twisted upright shank of the
middle braece is prevented from rubbing the
decoy fabric and the sheath on the middle
brace will not be displaced and loosened by

130




IO

20

30

35

40

547,032

the adjuster-bail rubbing thereon when turn-
ing the bail to distend or collapse the decoy.

Although I have described the braces for
the decoy-body as made preferably of wire,
yet I do not limit myself to the use of this
material, because the braces may be made of
rattan, willow, whalebone, or any other mate-
rial suitable for the purpose; nor do I limit
myself to the peculiar form and arrangement
of the longitudinal braces, nor to the details
of construction and form and proportion of
parts herein shown and described as the pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, because
I am aware that changes and alterations
therein can be made by a skilled mechanie
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing the advantages of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by |

Letters Patent, is—

1. In a collapsible article, the combination
with a bottom, of a pliable body attached
thereto,and an adjuster supported on the bot-
tom and arranged within the body, to be
brought into contact therewith when said ad-
Juster is raised and thereby distend the body,
substantially as and for the purposes de-
seribed. |

2. In a collapsible artiele, the combination
witha bottom, of an adjuster pivotally mount-
ed on the bottom, and a collapsible body con-
nected to said bottom and arranged to be
lifted or distended by said adjuster, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.

3. A collapsiblearticle comprising abody of
pliable material having the stiffening braces,
and a pivoted adjuster disconnected from the
body and arranged transversely within the
same, to press against and distend the body,
substantially as and for the purposes de-
scribed.

4. The collapsible body made of pliable ma-
terial and having the stiffening braces at-
tached thereto, combined with a bottom, and
an adjuster to distend the body, substantially
as described.

5. A decoy having its neck and head stiff-
ened by a metallic brace, and provided with
a series of stiffener braces along the body

thereof, combined with a bottom to which the
body is fastened, and an adjuster supported
by the body in position to press and distend
the body, substantially as and for the pur-
poses described.

6. In a decoy, the pliable material forming
the head, neck and body, the middle brace E
extending along the body and into the neck
and head, and the series of braces united to
the body, combined with a bottom to which
the material is fastened, and a transverse ad-
Juster movably supported on the bottom, sub-
stantrally as described.

7. The combination with a collapsible body,
of an adjuster bail pivotally supported with-
in the body and at its base and arranged to
press against the body, for the purpose of
holding the same in its distended position,
substantially as set forth. |

3. 'The combination with a collapsible body,
and a bottom, of an adjuster bail pivoted to
the bottom within said body and provided
with a crank stop for limiting the upward
movement of said bail, substantially as and
for the purposes described. |

9. A collapsible article having its body
made of suitable pliable material, stiffening
braces, and sheaths which inclose the braces
and united to the pliable material, combined
with a bottom, and an adjuster arranged with-
in the body, for the purposes described, sub-
stantially as set forth.

10. A collapsible decoy having its body,
neck and head composed of pliable material,
the brace E formed with the upright shank,
the series of braces arranged longitudinally
of the body and around the breast thereof,
and the sheaths, J, which inclose the braces
and are united to the pliable material of the
body, combined with a suitable bottom, and
an adjuster to distend the body, as and for
the purposes described. -

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPIL ROSS.

Witnesses:
J. H. ROSS,
C. B. GUTHRIE.
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