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“body portion of the couch.

~and the frame-pieces a’ and a’.

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

~ WILLIAM CLOUSER, OF GREENFIELD,

OHIO.

EMBALMING-COUCH.

EPE‘GIFIG&TION forming part of Letters Patent No. 546,302, dated September 17, 1895.

' Application filed November 7, 1884, Serial No. 523,142,

(No model.’

To ¢ll whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM CLOUSER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Green-

field, 1n the county of Highland and State

of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Embalming-Couches, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
Ings.

My' invention relateq to improvements in ;

embalming tables or couches used by under-
takers, but it might in some cases be used in
tables, &ce., used fm* other purposes.

The object of my invention is to produce
an improved embaiming-couch of the char-
acter described which will be convenient in
use, simple in construction, and easily carried
about.

In the accompanying di&Wlﬂﬁ‘S Figure 11s
a perspective view of an embalmlnmceueh
embodying my inventicn. Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal vertical section taken near the center
of the couch. Ifig. 3 i1s an end view of the
Fig. 4 1s a lon-
gitudinal vertical section of the body por-
1;1013 taken near one side.
view of the couch when folded up. Fig. 6is
a perspective view of a portion of the head-
rest siide with the dogging device in its ele-
vated position. Fig. 718 a perspective view
of a portion of the head-rest slide with the
dogging device in itglowered or engaging po-
sition. Fig. 8 18 a perspective view of the
pawl or dogging device. rig. 9 is a perspec-
tive view of the head-rest. Fig. 10 is a sec-
tional elevation of a portion of the head-rest
slide, taken on line wx of Fig. 7, showing also
the head-rest in position. It may be stated
that Figs. 6,7, 8, 9, and 10 are drawn fo a
larger scale

My improved enueh has three principal :
parts, which will bedesignated as a body por-
tion A, a head portion B, and a foof portion
C. The body portion A has side rails a «a,
which are connected together by slats a® a?,
The head
portion B has side rails b b, which are con-
nected together by slats b* b%. The foot por-

tion C has side rails ¢ ¢, which are connected
so together by slats ¢* ¢* and the frame-piece c?.
‘The body portion A has curved supports or

Fig. 5 18 g side
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to rail a at di
| their upper ends pivotally attached by meaus

| the slats ¢

‘their under sides staples 6° 0°.

rockers dd. Each rocker d is placed beneath

a rail a, and has one end hinged thereto at

d?. The other end of the rocker is secured
to the lower end of leg or connecting-piece
d?, and the upper end of said leg ¢° is hinged
Brace-rods f f, Fig. 3, have

of hook-and-eye connectionsat f*f* with rails
¢ a. Thelower ends of brace-rodsf f are pro-
vided with hooks f
rings or serew-eyes f* /4, said rings orscrew-
eyves being attached to the innersides of legs
a® d3. These brace-rods f f hold the rockers

d d firmly in position and prevent their swing-

ing around the hinges or pivotal points ik
and dt. Each rocker d carries ‘at its lower
end a small wheel ¢° the wheel being secured
to the side of therocker by means of a screw
or other bearing d°.

The foot portlon C is secured to body por-

tion A by means of hinges g g, said hinges
connecting frame-pieces o' and ¢ Braces
n h have their upper ends pivotally attached

by means of screws or other bearings 72 A2 to

the inner sides of rails ¢ ¢, while thelr lower
ends carry hooks 7° A, adapted to fit into
rings or screw-eyes it i}, said rings being se-
cured to rockers ¢ . These braces i i pre-
vent the foot portion C from swingingaround
the hinges or pivotal points ¢ g.
bupplemental rails ¢t ¢? are placed inside
of rails ¢ ¢ and extend from the exiremitiss
of frame-piece ¢® to points beyond rail ¢ ¢,
converging toward each other.
¢t ¢* carry at their outer ends the short slat ¢
A cross-piece & extends between the inner
sides of rails a @ and has ifs ends attached,
pivotally, axially with the ecross-piece by
means of screws or other bearings to said
railsaa. Aleg or brace-rod k°extends down-
ward from the center of this ceross-piece £,
being rigidly secured thereto. A brace-rod
/2 is pivotally attached, by meansof its hook-
and-eye conneetion /gt to the center of one of
The leg orbrace-rod L*carries a
number of rings or screw-eyes /°, and brace-
rod %% earries at its lower end a hook kS
adapted to fit into said rings or screw-eyes I
The slats b* 6* in head portion B carry on
These staples

carry a slide 6%, This slide has holes 4° for

3 f% adapted to fit into

These rails
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~ the 1ecept1011 of stem b of head-rest b°.

~ side rails b b are arranged so that their lower

| .'3:".10

screws or other bearings 6! 615,
- have at their ends notches a’a’on theirupper .

- sides, and the lower slat 0* of head pmtlon B

o o restsin these notehes.: o |

and 10,

ends fit just outside of Tails @ a, being pivot- |

means: of
Rails a a

ally attached to said rails a o by

“The stem 0° of - head- -rest b7 is prowded on

At the side of each hole b°is a

slide.:

. b2 b greinserted in holesinthe sides of slide

RO

0%, and thus become pivotalpoints, Figs. 6 and:
7, and the opposite side of the dogg‘mw device |
The dogging deviee b%is |
shown in its elevated position in Fig. 6 and |
‘1n its lower or operating position in Figs. 7
and 10. When it is in'its lower or. horlzoutal
position; 1t engages the teeth or corrugations

ts into groove O,

0% of head- rest stem 0%, as shown most c,}emly

:.: ..;3_0;

©in Fig. 10.
" The 0pelatmn and advantaﬂes of my im-

pmved embalming-couch are apparent.

'-*I‘ln' 1, with the braces in proper position, it

o standb firmly and substantially and will sup- |

- Theslats a2 b% and ¢? are.
superior to a solid top, because the spaces be- |
- tween the slats admit of cords or bandages |
~ being readily passed or lapped around the |

- body to be embalmed without lifting or mov-
By placing hook k° of brace-
rod /2% in a higher or lower ring /° the table |

—_— port a heavy body.
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~ing the body.

may be tilted to any desired angle. This 18
most clearly shown in Fig. 2, where it 1s ap-
parent that if hook /° be placed in a higher
ring ° the leg k* will be brought into a more
nearly vertlcal position, and eonsequently the
foot of the table will be tilted up, while if
hook %° be placed in a lower ring the foot of
the table will be tilted down. The rockersd
d allow the table to be more easily tilted,
keeping the weight more nearly over the base
or point of contact with the floor, as will be

readily understood. By tilting the foot of

the couch high enough the rockers d d are
brought clear of the floor and the weight rests
upon wheels d° ’, and the couch may thus
be easily wheeled aboutthe room or fromone
room to another. The wheels d° d° are pref-

erably detachable and are not shown in Figs.
3, 4, and 5.

The slide b* works longitudinally in staples |

b* 0% and hence the head-rest may be readily
brought nearer to or removed farther from
the body portion A. The head-rest may also
be adjusted by insertion in different holes b°.
The head-rest may be adjusted vertically by

means of teeth 6° and the dogging device b,

|

The ends |
1 more easlly operated. -

546,302

The } as will be readily understood. When the = =
dogging device b° fits down in o*roove bW it -

does 1101; interfere with s a,ts 62 when moving

the slide longitudinally.

shown most clearly in: Figs. 2, 3, 4, and o

The head-rest, which 001:1815!38 of the curved_ .

piece b, adapted to receive the back of the-
head, and the toothed or corrugated stem 0%
18 ﬁrst removed from U
wheels d°d’ may beremoved. - Then the head
‘portion B is swung around the pivotal points ..
b¥:b3, in the dlrectmn of the arrow p and the
dotted lines in Ifig. 2, until slats 6% 0° rest
| upon slats a® a?, the rails b b fitting along the -
outer sides of raﬂs aa. - Then the couch may

be turned upside down if desired, so as to be -
The brace- wd % then
‘has its hook %° disengaged from ring %% and is

slide &%

The eouchasabove descmbed may be folded S
;Up in a comparatively small Space

|

one side with teeth or corrugations 0% Figs. 9
~The slide 0* is provmed with holes
0%, and near each hole is a pawl or dogging
device 19,
transverse groove 0 extending across the
The dogging device 7 consists pret-
erably of a piece of wire bent angularly into
- the form of asquare, with the greater part of
.. oneof the sides cut away, Fig. 8.

This 15:-.    :

;7 5 | r

“Then the' S )

swunng around the pivotal point £*in the direec- .
tion of arrow p*and the dotted lines, Fig.2,un- -

tilitrestsagainst slats c*and ¢°.
k* is swung “around the pivotal point of eross-

Then t}le len‘:_ o
go

| piece kin the direction of arrow p*and thedot-

ted lines until it rests against the slats ¢®* a®

{ Then each brace-rod f has its hook f° disen- . -

| gaged from ring f* and is swung around its

pivotal point f* until it rests aﬂ‘amst side rail

| @ and eross-piece I, as shown in Fig. 4. Then -
“When the couch is set up as represeﬂted in j

95{ e :.

braces i i have thelr hooks h® A3 dlsen gaged. ' | o

from rings ht ht and are swung around their

pivotal points 22 A% in the direction of arrow p*

“and the dotted lines until they rest against the
Then the rockersd d -~
are swung around : their hinges or pwotal R

rpomts d® ¢* in the direction of ATTOWS. pﬂ P
Cin Fig. 3-until they assume the positions .
105

inner smles of ralls ¢ e..

%hown in dotted lines in Fig. 8. Then the

foot portion C is swung around its hinges or

ICQ

pivotal points ¢ g in the direction of the ar-

row p® and the dotted lines in Fig. 2 until
the rails ¢ ¢ rest against the rails ¢ a. The
couch then has the appearance and the vari-

-ous parts the positions shown in Fig. 5. The

latches » 7 on the ends of rails ¢ ¢ are then
inserted in rings ¢ £ on rails a ¢, and the couch
18 held securely inits folded position, asshown
in Fig. 5. This feature of foldinginto a small
space is quite desirable when the couch is to
be carried in a buggy or undertaker’s wagon.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In an embalming couch, the combination,
with the top of the couch, of the rockers sup-
porting the top and hinged so as to fold be-
neath said top, substantially as set forth.

2. Inanembalming couch,the combination,
with the top of the couch of the rockers d d
supporting said top and hmn'e(l so as to fold
beneath said top, and the brace- rods f 1 de-
signed to hold said rockers in p051t10n sub-
stantlally as set forth.

3. In anembalming couch,the combination,

with the top of th,e._ body-portion A, of the
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rockers d d supporting said body-portion and

- hinged so as to fold beneath said top, and the

IO
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head-portion B pivotally attached to said
body-portion A s0 as to fold upon the top of
said body-portion A,substantially as set forth.

4. In anembalmingcouch,thecombination,
with the body-portion A, having rockers d d
hinged so as to fold beneath the top of body-

portion A, of a foot-portion C hinged so as to

fold beneath body-portion A, and braces iz /2
pivotally attached to foot-portion C and de-
signed to engage rings At At in rockers d d, so
as to hold the foot-portion C in position, sub-
stantially as set forth.

9. Inanembalming couch, the eombma,tmn
with the body- portmn A, havmw rockers d d
hinged 80 as to fold beneath the top of body-
portion A, and braces f f designed to hold said
rockers in position and pivotally attached so
as to fold beneath the top of body-portion A,
of a head-portion B pivotally attached so as
to fold upon the top of body-portion A, an ad-
justable head-rest carried by said head-por-
tion B, and a foot-portion C, having braces 2 /i
pivotally attached so as to fold beneath foot-
portion C, said braces being designed to en-

gage rings A 1 in rockers d d,and said foot-

portion C being hinged or pivotally attached

so as to fold beneath body-portion A, substan-
tially as set forth.

- 6. Inan embalmingcouch, the combination,
with the body-por tmn A havmw rockers d d
and the depending leg k° pivetaﬂly attached,
of the foot-portion C having the depending
brace %° pivotally attached, smd brace k°® be-

3G
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| ing designed {o engage rings %° in leg k? and

thus 1e~ﬂ'ula,te the elevatmn of the foot of the
couch, substantially as set forth.

7. Inanembalming couch,thecombination,
with the body-portion A, having the folding 40
rockers d d, and a depending leg & pivotally
attached so asto fold beneath the top of body-
portion A, of a foot-portion C having a de-
pending brace k3 said brace £° being designed
tc engage rings £° in leg k% and being pivot- 45
ally attached so as to fold beneath foot-por-
tion C, and said foot-portion C being hinged
or pivotally attached so as to fold beneath
body-portion A, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 5o
in presence of two witnesses.

| - WILLTAM CLOUSER.
Witnesses:
| ALBERT M. MACKERLEY,
EUGENE L. ARNOTT.
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