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To all whom tt may concé?n.

Be it known that I, CHARLES STEWART | vention.

JACKSON, of the village of Bridgeburg, in the

county of Woelland, in the Province of On-

tario, Canada, have 1nvented certain new and

useful Im provements in Railroad-Switches, of

which the following is a specification.
My invention relatee to-improvements in
railroad-switches more particularly adaptable
towhatisknown as the “interlocking switch,”
and the object of the invention is to deewn a
self-cleaning switch, which will effectua.lly
close in the winter tlme and throw the snow,

if any, from between the switch-rails, so that

no delay may be oceasioned to trains going

on switches;and it consists, essentially, of pro-

- viding a bar for the switch- rail, which is fit-
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ted and secured to the rail and prowded with
a series of projectionsof peculiar form, which
are designed when the switch is closed to pass
into openings made through the web of the
main rail, as heremafter more particularly ex-
plained.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an inter-

'loekmn' switch provided with my improve-

ment. Kig. 2 isan enlarged detail of portion
of the smtch rail and main rail. Fig. 3 is a

cross-section through the smtch rail and main

rail. |
In the dlaWII]”‘S like letters of reference in-

~ diecate correSpondm parts in each figure.
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A A’ are theswitch-rails, which are tapered
longitudinally to a point and in the usual
manner to fit one of the main rails I3 and one

of the side-track rails B’ respectively. The

switeh-rails A and A’ are rigidly connected
together in the usual manner and operated
from the switeh through the switeh-rod, as
shown. When the tra,m 18 going in the d1—
rection indicated by arrow, it will be side-
tracked by the switch-rail A, so as to pass
onto the rail B’ along the side track. W hen
the train is going from the opposite direction,
elther along the switch-track or main track, it
will pass onto the main track from the op-
posite side of the switch. As, however, the
operation of the interlocking switch is well
understood, it is not necessary to further de-

seribe it exceptin sofar: as it relates to my in-

with abarC.
In the drawings I only show the bar and its
accompanying parts at the front of the figure,

the parts on the other switch-rail being hid-

den, and I shall further deseribe the inven-

‘tion in reference to the one switch-rail only.

The bar C is provided with a series of pro-

jections D, which are rounded at the front

and are preferably provided with a ridge-
shaped top. These projectionsare deSIgned
when the switch-rail is brought close to the

Each of the smteh rails is prowded 50
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adjacentrail, to fit within openings E,made in

the web of the rail. -Any desirep number of

‘projections may be formed in the bar, with

their corresponding openings in the adjacent
rail.
toward the adjacent rail the pI'OJE‘CthHS are
caused to pass through the openiugs E, and
thereforeif any snow ‘should tend to block up
the openings and the space between the rails

Upon each movement of the switch-rail

such snow will be forced through the open-

ings, and the rails will thus be enabled to be
brought close together '

| Heretefore in switches of this class the
switch would become blocked with snow and
ice. and had' to be cleaned out after every
snowfall or snow-storm from between the
split rail and the main rail before the switch

| could be properly worked, and much delay to

trains was thereby occaswned and time, labor,
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and money expended. By the adoption of

my device these ob;jectlons are entlrely obvi-
ated and the ewnelman may remem at his
post.
It will be noticed on reference to the draw-

betweeu the openings next the split rail, and

these and the form of projections are so mede

S0 as to form no flat surface for the snow or
ice to gather upon. -

- What I claim as my invention ig—

1. In a railroad switch the combination

Qo

with the main rail having a series of openings

in the web, of the split rail having a series of

Dro;ectlons formed on or attached to the ad- g;

jacent side of the split rail opposite the epen-
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1110'3 that I round out the portionsof the web -
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ings in the main rail as and for the purpose | with the main railha,ving aseries of openings io
specified. in the web, of the split rail the bar fitted into

2. In a railroad switch the combination | and secured to the same, and the rounded
~ with the main railhaving a series of openings | projections having the ridge tops arra,n{red as
5 in the web, of the split rzul the bar fitted into | and for the purpose speelﬁed

it and provided with a series of projections |- CHARLES STEWART JACKSON
opposite the openings in the main rail asand | Witnesses:
for the purpose specified. A. J. MURRA,

5. In a railroad switch the combination | W. B. GURDEN.
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