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"UNITED STATES

R

PATENT OFFICE.

—— a1

WILL P. SELLERS,

OF KOKOMO, INDIANA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE- THIRD TO

HUGH BROWN, OF SAME PLAOE

TABLE-LEG FA'STENING.

- SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Pa,tent No. 545, 538 dated September 3 1895
Application ﬁled Merch 13, 1895 Senal No. 641, 594 (Ne meflel ) |

To all whom it may concern:
Beitknown that I, WILL P. SELLERS, a citi-

zen of the United Stateg, residing at Kokomo,

in the county of Howard and State of Indiana,

have invented a new and useful Table- Lecr_

Fastening, of Wthh the ollowmg is a specl—
fication.

Thig invention relates to that cless of in-
ventions in which the legs of tables orstands
are detachably connected to the side rails by
angular or corner braces. Asheretofore con-
structed, said braces or fastenings have been
formed of wood or casted, both of which
forms are objectionable, because they are nec-
essarily heavy and clumsy, and, furthermore,
are liable to fracture when sub;ected to se-
vere strain.

The object of the present invention is to

' produce a simple, firm, and substantial me-

20

tallic ecorner-brace, to which the leg can be

connected and from which it ecan be removed
with ease for convenience of shipping and

- storing, and which at the same time will be
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light, neat in appearance, and capable of
Wlthstandmﬂ* abnormal straing without any
liability to fraeture

The invention consists, essentially, of a cor-
ner-brace struck up from heavy sheet-steel,
the end portions being bent to obtain a lat-
eral purchase against tbe side rails and hav-
ing the extremities flanged or bent outward
to enter kerfs prowded in the inner sides of
the said rails, themiddle portion of the brace
curving and apertured to receive a lag-screw,
by means of which the brace is ﬁmﬂy at-
tached to the said leg, and a stay for connect-
ing the lower edge portions of the rails in
proximate relation to the extremities thereof.

With these and such other ends in view as
belong to the particular construction and es-
sence of the invention the improvement c¢on-
sists in the novel features which hereinafter
will be more fully deseribed and claimed, and

~which are shown in the accompanying draw-

Ings, in which—

qure 1 is a perspective view of the corner
of a table or stand, showing the application
of the invention. Flg 2 18 a detall section
showing the application of the invention and
‘the manner of compreesmfr the middle por-
tion of the brace. Fig. 3 is a detail view of

the lmproved brace. FI'D' 4 is a detail view

of the stay for conneetmfr the lower edge por- .
tions of the side rails.

The table or stand may be of the usual con-

struection of that type in which the top and

the legs are shipped and stored in a knock-
down form and in which the legs are designed
to be placed in position by the merchant se]l
ing direct to the consumer.
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" The numeral 1 represents the top, 9 the

side rails, and 3 a leg, of such table or stand.
The side ralls 2 are left square—that is, they

are not provided with tenons or dowels;., but

abut against the straight sides of the up-
per ende of the legs. The&e side ralls are
provided with kerfs 4 a short distance from

their ends and parallel therewith and are de-

signed to receive the flanged ends 5 of the
brace 6. The brace 6 is formed from stout

sheet-steel and is stamped into the required

form. The end portions7 are bent outwardly
a short distance fo obtain a bearing against
the inner sides of the rails 2 and are aper-
tured at 8-to receive screws or other fasten-

| ings 9, by means of which the said brace is

pomtwely connected with the side rails 2
The middle portion of the brace curves out-
wardly, as shown at 10, and the portions 11,

{ between the bent ends 7 and the curved por-

tion 10, are straight and extend at right angles
to the sides of the rails 2 when the parts aATe
assembled,.thereby securing a bracing action
and a firm attachment between the several

parts.

rails and can be adjusted vertically should
either of the fastenings 9 become broken or
the holes for their reception become too large,
sSo as to secure new places for the entrance

of the said fastenings 9, as will be read-

ily understood. This also applies In cases
where the lag-screw 13 becomes broken. The
braces are attached to the side rails in the
factory; but this is immaterial, as they can be

The brace 6 is centrally apertured at
12 to receive a lag-serew 13, which passes di-
.agonally into the leg 8 from its inner corner.
The brace 6 is of less width than the side
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readily placed in position by any one, as no

skill in the handing of tocls is required for
the proper a,d,]uetment of the said braces.

After the bracesare placed in proper position

100

the leg 3 isarranged in the space between the
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ends of the side railsand is secured in place | stay Spans the angle formed between the ends
by the lag-screw 13 in the well-known man- | of adjacent side Tails and extends approm-

ner. The brace § being constructed of sheet-
steel possesses a certain amount of elasticity,
which is taken advantage of in the firm at-
tachment of the parts, because after the lag-
serew 1s tightened it is given a farther turn
in order to compress the middle portion of the

~brace, thereby guarding against any loose-

IO
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‘'into the lower edges of the side rails.

ness and provided for compensation of shrink-
age in the leg 3 and the side rails 2. It is
Well known that these parts—that is, the leg
and the side rails—shrink after the table or
stand is in use, and as a consequence of this
shrinkage the leg becomes loose in the em-
ployment of fastenings as generally used.
By the present invention, due solely to the
elasticity of the brace, no such loosening of
the leg can possibly take place, because “the
compression of the brace provides automatic

“means for compensating and taking up any

skrinkage in the parts, as hereinbeforestated.

To prevent spreading of the side rails when
subjecting the brace fo tension, 1t has been
found expedient to provide a stay 14, which
latter consists of a rod or heavy wire having
its ends 15 bent and adapted to be driven

¥
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mately parallel with the brace 6.

Having thus desecribed themventlon what
1S clalmed as New is—

The combination with a table, or stand of

. the herein - specified means for detachably
| connecting the leg to theside rails, consisting

of a sheet metal brace having a curved mid-
dle portion, and having its end portions bent

outwardly to lie against the inner sides of the
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rails and terminating in outer flanged ends, 4>

which are adapted to enter kerfs pr owded In
the inner sides of the rails, a lag screw for
connecting the middle portion of the brace to

the leg, fcmteninms for attachine the end por-
tions of the said blaee to the siderails,and a

stay for connecting the lower edge portions
of the raills, sub:;t.:mtmlly as. de%euberl for the

purpose set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

4%

my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein go

the presence of two witnesses:

WILL P. SELLERS.

Witnesses.
A. M. RUSHER,
GEO. A. BOGARDUS.
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