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To all whony it may concerie:

Be it known that I, ORVILLE D. ROGERS, a

citizen of the United States, and a resident of

Shoals, in the county of Martin and State of

Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Railway Mail-Catchers;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art to

which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, and to the letters and figures of ;
reference marked thereon, which form & part .
* | orotherwise secured to the bow portion of the

of this specification. |
Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of a plan view of the catcher,and Kig. 2
is a side elevation of same. | |
This invention relates more particularly to
certain new and useful improvements in rail-

way mail-catching devicesof the general char-

acter deseribed and claimed in my applica-
tion for patent, Serial No. 540,212, allowed
March 30, 1895, -

An object of the invention is to provide

improved means whereby the catcher-arm
may be more readily changed from right to

- left relation, or the reverse.
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A second object is to provide an iniproved
construction of the spring which, together
with the inner portion of the catcher-arm,
forms the throat which receives and holds the
cathered portion of the bag. o

With these objects in view, the invention
consists in the novel construction and combl-
nation of parts, all as hereinafter described,
and pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the letter A designates asuitable frame which
is designed to be carried by a mail-car of a

train. Journaled inthisframeisatransverse |

bar or shaft 1,in the central portion of which
is loosely journaled a handle-bar or lever2.

3 3 designate rubber springs which are car-
ried one on each end portion of the bar or

shaft 1, between a collaror shoulder 4 thereof

and the box 5 in which the bar or shaft 18
loosely journaled. These springs serve as
buffers to take up the force of the impact
which arises when a bagis caught.

The cateher proper consists of a frame hav-
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arm 11.

portion of the bar or lever 2, which is pro-
jected through the bar or shaft 1. Extending

from this sleeve or socket 6 is a horizontal 53

lateral arm 8, whieh is usunally nearly-as long
as the distance from the lever 2 to one of the
rubber springs. Kxtending from the outer
portion of the said sleeve or socket isan arm
9, which for a distance is substantially paral-
lel with the arm 8 and is then bent intoa U-

' shaped loop 10, from the outer extremity ot

which projects the elongated oblique calcher-
The arm 8 is usually bent at its ex-

6o

tremity to form an arm 12, which is welded 0 5

loop 10. o

13 is the spring, which is of V shape at one
end portion, with an approximately semicir-
cular extension 14, which is forked or bifur-
cated,as at 15. One arm of the V portion of
the spring is rigidly seeured to an extension
16 of the arm 8. 'The relation of this spring
to the cateher-arm is such that the angle or
heel 17, at the point where the extension 14

cominences, is in close juxtaposition with the

angle 18 formed by the junectionof thesaidarm
with the loop portion 10, the outer arm of the

{ 1atter extending loosely through the fork or

slot of the said extension 14. Near its outer
end the arm S is formed with a threaded perfo-

ration 18%, whichisadapted toregister when in

one position with a screw-seat 19 in one end
portion of the box orshaft 1, and when in the
other position with a similar seat in the oppo-
site end portion, said seats being at equal dis-
tances from the center of the bar.

To reverse the direction of the catcher-arm,
one of the screws 20 is disengaged from the

| arm 8 and the entire catcher-frame with the
spring is swang through an are of one hun-

dred and eighty degrees, and the said arm 3
igthen secured by the otherserew. 'The han-
dle-barorlever will also rotate. Itisobvious,
however, that the sleeve or socket 6, instead

| of being secured to the extension of said han-

dle-bar, may be fitted to turn loosely thereon
or upon any bearing secured to or integral

with the bar 1. |
When a cateh is to be made, the handle or

i lever is operated to rock the bar or shaft 1

and elevate the catcher-frame into horizontal

ing a sleeve or socket 6, which is secured by | position. The catcher-arm engages the gath-
a screw 6° upon an extension 7 of the journal | ered portion of the bag (which is suspended
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by a suitable crane) and is drawn in through
the throat formed by the spring and arm and
1s held by the tension of the spring within
the U loop of the frame.

It will be observed that the arms of the

Tork and extension of tho spring by coming

into contact with the arms of said loop form
ouards which relieve the spring of the weight
of the bag, this being the case in bqth the
right and left positions of the catcher-frame.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. In a railway mail catching device, the
combination of a suitable frame or support,
of the transverse bar or shaft journaled there-
in, its handle bar or lever, the pivoted reversi-
ble catcher frame having the oblique catcher

545,251

| arm, and the spring having a forked and bent
extension through which the said arm passes, 2>
substantially as specified.

2. In a railway mail catching deviee, the
catcher frame having the arm 8, U-loop 10,
and oblique arm 11, and the spring secured to
said frame and having a forked or slotted ex- 23
tension which embraces said loop,and a heel,
as 17, which is in juxtaposition to the inner
- portion of the arm 11, substantially as speci-

fied.
i In testimony whereof I affix my signature 3o
in presence of two witnesses.

ORVILLE D. ROGEIRS.
Witnesses:
JAMES MAHONY, |
L LLEONARD B. TRUEBLCOD.
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