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7o mZZ._whom v may concern: |
Beit known that I, DAvID H. SLEEM, a sub-

- ject of the Sultan of Turkey, residing at New

10

York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Moistening Appara-
tus; and I do declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact deseription of the inven-

~tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use

~ the same. -

My invention relates to an improvement in

moistening apparatus especially adapted for

- dampening evenly broad surfaces, especially

I3

20

copying-pads or blotters for press-copying

. purposes.

My invention is designed to produce a sim-
ple, cheap, and durable article which when
not in use will prevent the evaporation and
capillary action common in devices employ-
ing wicking which is in constant contact with

- water in the reservoir. To remedy these de-
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feects and produce a device which is immedi-
ately ready for use when desired is a further

object of my invention. o L
With these ends in view my invention fur-

ther congists in certain features of construc-

tion and combination of parts, as will more
fully hereinafter appear, and be pointed out
in the elaims, . .

~ In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the device. Fig. 2 is a

sectional viewshowing the reservoir and roller
in eross-section.

Fig. 3 is a side elevation
showing the position when not in use.
~In the drawings like letters of reference in-
dicate like parts wherever they oceur.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
A represents a water-reservoir of suitable di-
mensions, preferably made eylindrical and of
sheet metal. This reservoir can be made
slightly longer than the dampening-roll, if

desired, in order to increase the capacity of
the reservoir. The reservoir is provided with

2 filling-opening a, preferably located near
the wick, as shown, and is closed by a serew-
cap a’. Upon the under side of the reservoir

18 cut a slot, which is made of the width it is

desired to give the dampening-wick. The
wick B'is held in place between thin metal

Pplates a?, secured conveniently by solder to

the reservoir A, said plates being sufficiently

sy,

elastic to grip the,wiék._ I prefe'r to double

the wick, as shown, and in order-to give it

the necessary stiffness I place a thin strip of

hard rubberor non-corrosive metal b2 between
the parts b " of the wick. This also serves

to cause the plates a® to more tightly grasp
the wick B. A hole {®ora notch may be pro-
vided to permit ready withdrawal of the strip
b* when it is desired to do so. The dampen-
ing-roller Cis made of any suitable material—

for example, rubber of the desired hardness

upon a core of hard rubber or wood. The
dampening-roller C is journaled by suitable
trunnions in the bracket-arms D, which sup-
port the reservoir A at each end. . The handle

i K& 18 secured to the brackets D by the forked

extension D', which can be made integral

with the brackets D, the handle E being se-

cured to the extension in any suitable way.
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An air-tube A’ is secured to the reservoir, by -

which air issupplied to the reservoir to cause

the more speedy saturation of the wick B.

The handle is preferably given an inclina-
tion by which, when in the position shown in
Fig. 3, the reservoir and the handle will be

upon the same level, thereby supporting the
dampening-roller in such a position that the

water Is not in contact with the wicking when
not in use.

The wicking is easily removed by with-

i drawing the stiffening-plates when desired to

renew the wick or to clean the reservoir, and
1s easily reinserted by simply springing the

{ plates a® a®apart and inserting thestiffening-
Ppiece in the fold of the wick. | -_

The operationisobvious. The filling-open-
ing being located adjacent to the wick, the

water 18 poured into the reservoir and the

This is a material advantage in
| devices for this purpose. | |
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wick does not come in contact with water un-

til it is desired to use the apparatus. When

it is turned over into the position shown in

Figs. 1 and 2, it is obvious that the wicking
will become satnrated at once, and the roller

moisture evenly overa wide surface, so thatan
even copy 1s produced by the pad or blotter
that has been moistened or the page in the
letter-book, as the case may be.

95
C as it is rolled back and forth distributes the
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T'he stiffen-

ing in the wicking and the exposure of only a

minimum of its surface—viz., thelower edge—

| greatly reducesthe evaporation. Theamount
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of moisture can beregulated by the densityof
the wicking and the thickness of the strip
which is placed between the folds of the wick-

ing, which causes the wick to be more or less

compressed. Itisobvious a singlethick wick
mayv be used and the strip may be omitted.
The air-tube A’ is secured adjacent to the
slot, through which the wick extends, and 1ts
open end extends neariy to the top of the res-
ervoir when apparatus is in use. It is obvi-
otis that when in the position shown in Kigs.
1 and 2 an atmospheric pressure 1s given to
the water, and the wicking is more perfectly

~and speedily moistened.
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Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A damgening apparatus for dampening
the surfaces of copying pads, blotters and the

like, said apparatus comprising a reservoir |

adapted to hold water, bracket arms support-
ing said reservoir, a ddmpenmw roller jour-

naled in said bmeket arms, a wick extending
through a slot inthe reservoirandin ¢ ontact
with the dampening roller, a filling opening
adjacent to said slot in the under side.of said
reservoir permitting the same to be filled
without saturating the wick, when turned
over to give access to the filling opening, and

a handle arranged in such a manner when

the device is not in use that the apparatusis
supported by said handle and the reservoir,
thereby preventing the saturation of the wick
and moistening the dampening roller, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose described.

2. A dampening apparatus for dampening
the surfaces of copying pads, blotters and the

“like, said apparatus comprising a reservoir

adapted to hold water, bracket arms support-
ing said reservoir, a dampemnﬂ' roller jour-
naled in said braeket arms beneath said reser-
voir, an air tube secured to the boltom of said
reservoir where it communicates with the ex-
ternal air, and having its opposite open end
within the reservoir near the top of same,
said reservoir having a slot extending longi-
tadinally for the geater portion of its length

- equal to the length of the dampening roller,
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spring plates forming front and rear walls to
said slot, a wick doubled upon itself, a stiffen-

ing piece between the folded portions of the
wick, said wick and strip being nipped be-

tween the spring plates, said wwk extending
through said slot into the reservoir, said wick
also being in contact with the dampening

545,103

‘roller, whereby moisture is supplied to the

dampening roller, and & handle arranged in
such a manner when the device is not in use
that the apparatus is supported by said han-
dle and the reservoir when turned upside
down,thereby preventing thesaturation of the

wick and moistening the dampening roller

and loss by evaporation, substantmlly as and
for the purpose described.

3. ‘A dampening apparatus for dampening
the surfaces of copying pads, blotters and the
like, said apparatus comprising a reservolr
adapted to hold water, bracket arms support-
ing said reservoir, a dampening roller jour-
naled in said brackef arms, a wick extending

| through a slof in the reservoir, a filling open-

ing upon the under side of the reservolr adja-
cent to said slot permitting the same to be

filled without saturating the wick, said wick

also being in contact with the dampening
roller, whereby moistare is supplied to the

| dampening roller, and a handle secured to

the reservoir supporting brackets at such an
inclination that the top of the reservolr and
the end of the handle are on the same level so
that when the deviceisnotin useandis turned
upside down the apparatus is supported by
said handle and the reservoir, thereby pre-

venting the saturation of the wick and moist-

ening the dampening roller, substantially as
and for the purpose described. .
4. A dampening apparatus for dampening

the surfaces of copying pads, blotters and the

like, said apparatus comprising a reservolr
adapted to hold water, an air tube wholly
within the reservoir adapted to supply air to

said reservoir, bracket arms supporting said

reservoir, a dampening roller journaled in
said bracket arms, a wick extending through
a slot in the reservoir, said wick also being
in contact with the dampening roller, where-

by moisture is supplied to the dampening

roller, and a handle arranged in such a man-
ner when the device 1s turned upside down
the apparatus is supported by said handle
and the reservoir, thereby preventing the sat-
uration of the wick and moistening the damp-
ening roller, substantially as and for the pur-
DOSO descrlbed
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presenee of two witnesses.
DAVID H. SLEEM.

- WVlt.ne..sses.

J. 1. DURLAND,

C. K. SAWYER.
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