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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W ASHINGTON
PARKER, a citizen of the United States of

America, residing at New York, in the county |
of New York and State of New York, have |

invented certain new. and useful Improve-
ments in Book Stands or Holders, of which

| the following is a specification.

It is the object of my invention to provide

a simple, inexpengive, and durable form of

- book-holder adapted to fold and unfold, and
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wherein the weight of the book will be utilized
to hold the sides of the holder in closed posi-

‘tion to clamp the book. |

My invention includes folding sides carried
by a vertically-moving frame, said frame be-
Ing guided in a suitable socket, and the sides
being controlled by links pivoted thereto and

~connected with the stationary part of the

stand, whereby as the frame supporting the
book moves vertically the said links will con-
trol the opening and closing movement of the
sides and hold the book securely in either an
open or closed position.

My invention includes also the special man-
ner in which I provide for adjusting the book-
holder as to inclination. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of the invention with the book-
holding sides closed. Fig. 2 is a rear view
with the parts in unfolded position. Fig. 22
18 a detail sectional view. Fig. 8 is a plan

view with a portion of one side broken away.

The main part of the standard 1 is support-

ed upon any suitable base, (not shown,) and at |

its upper end it supports a socket 2, having a

-segmental lateral extension 3, from the end of

which an arm 4 extends inwardly over the
segmental extension to a point nearly in the
vertical plane of the vertical standard,and in
the extreme end of this arm, at 5, a eylindrical
head 6 is pivoted at its upper end, its lower
end being formed with outwardly-curved
arms 7,ending in clamping-jaws 8, embracing
the edge of the lateral segmental extension.

These jaws are pressed together to clamp the

segmental edge by a clamp-screw 9, and by
adjusting the same along the segment the in-
clination of the book may be changed. This

o cylindrical head, with its arms and clamping-
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jaws, are all cast in one pieee'together with
bracket-arms 10, projecting laterally from the

upper end of the cylindrical head. To the

outer ends of these brackets links 11 are piv-

oted, the opposite ends of which are pivoted

in bearings 12 on the under side and near the

adjacent edges of the folding sides 13, upon
which the book is directly supported. These
links are pivoted to the sides centrally be-

tween their front and rear edges. A verti-
cally-moving frame 14 is also connected to the
sides,said frame being made up of the curved
cross-pieces 19, pivoted to the clips 16, secured
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to the edges of the sides 13, near the front and

rear thereof, and a central bar 17, connected
to these cross-pieces and carrying at its cen-
tral point a post 18, moving vertically in the
cylindrical head. This frame, together with

‘the post and cylindrical head, control the

lateral position of the sides and guide the
parts in their folding and unfolding motion,
making the movement of the two supporting
sides with their links even in relation to each
other.

toward each other and will cross the planes
of their pivotal connection with the bracket-
arm, and as the vertically-moving frame falls
under the weight of the book the said links
will incline inwardly and the weight of the
book will cause them to press the sides to-

| ward each other, thus clamping and holding

the book firmly in place. In the opening
movement the upper ends of the links will
describe the rising end of an are, the back
of the book with the moving frame will move
upwardly, being guided in this movement by
the post in the ¢ylindrical head, and after the
upper ends of the links pass over their piv-

~otal centers they describe a falling are, thus

opening the book completely, and having as-
sumed an outward-inclined position will sup-

The relation between the parts is
such that when the book is being folded the
upper ends of the links will swing inwardly
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port the parts securely and evenly in thisopen -

position. | .
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- 1. In combination, the folding sides, the
pivoted head, the support therefor and the
frame for said sides arranged to raise and
lower the book in the unfolding and folding
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movements, said frame being carried by the | main standard, the segmental extension se-

pivoted head and having pivotal movement
therewith, substantially as described.

3. In combination, the head the arms ex-
tending laterally therefrom, the folding sides,
the linkspivotally connected to said sides and
the ends of said arms, the raising and lower-
ine frame comprising the central bar and the
cross pieces. at each end thereof, the clips
pivotally connecting said folding sides to each
end of said cross pieces and the stud depend-
ing from the center of said frame and guided |
by a socket in said head, substantially as de-
seribed. | |

3. In comDbination, the folding sides, the;

cured on the upper end thereof, the support-
ing arm extending from said segmental ex-

‘tension, the head pivoted thereto, the connec-

tion between said head and the folding side 20
and the clamp depending from said headand
embracing said segmental extension, sabstan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE WASHINGTON PARKLL.
Witnesses: | |
JAMES EVERETT COE,
WM. HENRY FOLSOM.
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